WORLD-CLASS BIRDING
SMALL GROUP COMFORT

Alaska 2022 Trip Report
Utqiagvik (Barrow) 16 June – 18 June 2022
Trip Report and Photos: Dave Krueper

Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis)
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Introduction
Utqiaġvik, previously known as Barrow from 1825 to 2016, is located 320 miles north of the
Arctic Circle, and is the northernmost community in the United States. Surrounded on three
sides by the Arctic Ocean, with seemingly endless tundra for hundreds of miles in all directions,
it is a hot spot for breeding waterfowl and shorebirds which flock to the area due to the
tremendous seasonal food resources. Although the community of Utqiagvik is actually fairly
small, it supports B&Bs and a large hotel as well as several restaurants. Typically, vast areas of
sea ice extend from Point Barrow another 1200 miles to the North Pole. From May to August,
darkness never completely falls on Barrow and what seems to be an extended sunset fills the
sky for several hours each “night.”
The main attraction for birders and naturalists are the High Arctic birds which are the specialty
in Utqiagvik, and which was the target for our tour. Species such as Snowy Owls can be
common in some years of high lemming densities, and Spectacled and Steller’s eiders are fairly
common and can be easily viewed from our vans. We were not disappointed with locating and
studying these target species. Viewing the myriad breeding-plumaged shorebirds from close
proximity was a real treat for all participants. We had fairly good weather throughout the trip,
with some low clouds and fog for portions of several days, but we managed to find all of the
target species as well as several additional Asian and North American vagrants.
Trip Summary
16 June 2021
Our Utquiagvik tour started at the departure gate in Anchorage. We all met each other and got
organized for the flight as well as the whirlwind birding that we had planned for the remainder
of our first day. Our flight to Utqiagvik departed on time, but included a short delay due to a
rogue black bear on the runway. After gathering our luggage, we packed into our 25-passenger
bus (wow!) and then drove to our hotel to check in. Top of the World Hotel is quite modern
and afforded us all of the amenities that we desired, with good meals and even chocolate chip
cookies available near the restaurant entrance. After gathering our gear, we convened and
then headed out to see what the environs could offer. After stopping first at the South Salt
Lagoon, where we found a beautiful Red-necked Stint, we ventured down Cake Eater Road to
look for eiders and other specialty species of the high Arctic. We admired both Spectacled and
Steller’s eiders as well as Brant, Greater White-fronted Goose and Long-tailed Duck on our first
of several forays along this great road. Excited, and noticing the time (compared to the
ambient daylight), we headed back to the hotel for dinner and a good night’s rest before
heading out in the morning.
17 June 2021
Hah! I am certain that a few intrepid souls woke at 2:00am to view the “daylight,” and then
made it back to bed for another few hours of sleep. After breakfast at the hotel, we headed
out to several locations near and far. These included Cake Eater Road, Naval Arctic Research
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Lab (NARL), to the “base of the point” at the fisherperson’s cabins, the cemetery, and then
again back to Cake Eater Road. We had great views of cooperative Semipalmated Sandpipers
and Red Phalaropes up close, which made for some good photo opportunities. Most
unexpected was finding up to SEVEN Arctic Warblers during the course of the day at three
different locations. While breeding several hundred miles to the south, this species is
considered accidental or rare in the area, and was certainly a treat that was enjoyed by all
18 June 2021
Awaking again to full sunlight, we had breakfast and prepped for the day and our departure.
We decided to head back out to do some strategic stops at NARL, fisherman’s camp and along
Cake Eater Rd look for species that we missed or to get better looks at eiders and other targets.
We even made it south along Cake Eater to the new landfill for the first time due to road
conditions. However, running out of time before our flight back to Anchorage, we reluctantly
headed back to town to hand the van/bus over to the next group which was arriving shortly.
The airport was packed with travelers and greeters since several flights had been delayed due
to weather issues, so we waited and chit-chatted about being in the
northernmost community in North America, boarded and then before we knew it, we were
back in Anchorage and the end of a very good trip.

Avian Species
Snow Goose Anser caerulescens. Sixteen flew over the Top of the World (TOW) while we were
eating dinner on 16 June 2022.
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons. Common throughout the tour, with multiple
individuals seen daily.
Brant Branta bernicla. Fairly common along the coast and also observed at several brackish
ponds near Utqiagvik on multiple days.
Tundra Swan Cygnus columbianus. Seen on six different occasions while on tour.
American Wigeon Mareca americana. Two seen on Lake Hood pre-tour.
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos. Three seen on Lake Hood pre-tour.
Northern Pintail Anas acuta. Common breeder to ponds and wetlands, and seen daily in good
numbers.
Green-winged Teal Anas crecca carolinensis. Uncommon in Utqiagvik, we found one lone male
at the Naval Arctic Research Lab (NARL) on 18 June 2022.
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Greater Scaup Aythya marila. Fairly common summer breeder to freshwater ponds. Several
seen daily.
Steller's Eider Polysticta stelleri. Uncommon (but apparently increasing overall) in the area, we
found several on three different occasions.
Spectacled Eider Somateria fischeri.
Certainly this was one of the target species
for the tour, and we found two on 17 June
2022 along Cake Eater Road.
King Eider Somateria spectabilis. Fairly
common summer resident and breeder in
the area, we recorded 26 individuals over

the course of three days while in Utqiagvik.
Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis.
Common summer resident and breeder.
Seen daily in good numbers.
Bufflehead Bucephala albeola. One on Lake
Hood on 16 June 2022 (pre-departure).
Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena. Six
seen on Lake Hood pre-departure to
Utqiagvik.
Sandhill Crane Antigone canadensis. Fairly
common summer resident and breeder to
Utqiagvik and vicinity, we found several during the tour. Of note, the genus name is Greek
from a myth where Antigone, the daughter of King Laomedon of Troy, is transformed
into a stork or crane by the goddess Hera. Who woulda thought that?
American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica. Fairly common summer breeder, we observed
several on each day.
Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus. Fairly common. Great views on several
occasions.
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Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres. Uncommon summer resident and breeder in the area, we
saw several on 16 and 17 June at South Salt Lagoons and also near the base of the Point.
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis. Rare but nearly annual visitant to the area, we found one at
the South Salt Lagoon on 16 June 2022. We all viewed this beautiful male in high alternate
plumage for ½ hour but then headed out for other target species in the late afternoon.
Sanderling Calidris alba. Annual visitor to the area, we found one in bright alternate plumage
at the South Salt Lagoon on 18 June 2022.
Dunlin Calidris alpina. Fairly common along the
roads and adjacent tundra habitat. The raised
wing display was certainly very entertaining!
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii. A few seen this
year, at the Naval Arctic Research Lab (NARL) and
another at the Utqiagvik cemetary.
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos. We
admired good numbers daily in most habitats. The
haunting flight call was common across the tundra,
particularly along Cake Eater Rd.
Semipalmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla.
Common summer breeder, we recorded nearly 100 individuals in most habitats during the trip.
The one that consistently perched on a cross in the cemetery was particularly striking.
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri. Uncommon breeder this year, and we only found one
individual for the trip (unusual).
Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata. One was in the cemetery on 17 June.
Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus. Common breeder to the wet tundra habitats
throughout the area.
Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius. Common breeder, we had excellent looks from close
range on each day and were able to view birds in flight passing by regularly.
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Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes. Quite unusual for the area, we located two along Cake Eater
Road on 17 June.
Pomarine Jaeger Stercorarius pomarinus.
Common summer resident and breeder to the
area, we observed single individuals or pairs
throughout the trip.
Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus. Fairly
common breeder, we recorded them daily and
tallied them on eight different eBird checklists.
Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus.
Uncommon to the area, we found two in total.
Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle. Uncommon
passage migrant in Utquiagvik, we were surprised to find two at NARL on 17 June.
Sabine's Gull Xema sabini. A total of seven individuals seen at two different locations.
Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens. Two along Cake Eater Road on 17 June was about
expected.
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus. This largest gull in the area was commonly seen in the wet
tundra and along the coast daily.
Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea. One on 16 June and another on 17 June were the only two that
we located.
Red-throated Loon Gavia stellata. One near Cake Eater Rd on 16 was unexpected but a
welcome find.
Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica. The most common loon in the area, we found 6 in 5 different
locations.
Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii. A real target for many, we had one fly-over near the South
Salt Lagoon on 18 June.
Snowy Owl Bubo scandiacus. Since this was not a good year for lemmings, we were fortunate
to locate one in the distance along Cake Eater Rd on 18 June before our departure.
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Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris.
Quite a surprise to us when we found out there was
one reported in the cemetery. After one or two
misses, we finally caught up to it. A spring overshoot
by quite a distance.
Black-billed Magpie Pica hudsonia. Two were seen at
Lake Spenard before the tour started.
Common Raven Corvus corax. Twelve seen at three
different checklist locations for the trip.
Violet-green Swallow Tachycineta thalassina. Several
seen near Lake Hood and Lake Spenard just before
the tour started.
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica. Unexpected were several seen to the east of Utqiagvik. These
were of the North American race and were spring overshoots.
Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis. Another unexpected surprise was observing up to nine
individuals at three different locations (NARL,
cemetery and to the east near Cake Eater Rd).
Many photos were taken of this Old World
warbler for documentation.
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris. Two were
seen near the hotel before the tour actually
started. While not super rare, they are unusual
this far north.
Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea. Fairly
common, particularly in town at feeders, we
found 12 over the three days.
Hoary Redpoll Acanthis hornemanni. Uncommon, but we located three at two different
locations (cemetery and Ogrook Street).
Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus. Common summer resident and breeder, we found then
daily throughout the tour.
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Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis. Common
summer resident and breeder, we found then daily
throughout the tour, with well over observed.
Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis. Fairly
common summer breeder, we found singles in several
locations.
Yellow-rumped Warbler Setophaga coronata.
Common breeder in the Anchorage area, we found
several just before the tour officially started.

Overall a great trip and many thanks to all participants. Hope to see you on
another High Lonesome Tour sometime soon!
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