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T

o say this was a unique and enjoyable Southeast Arizona birding tour is an understatement.
The birds and mountain canyons were fantastic of course, but our lodging at the wonderful
Ramsey Canyon Inn is what really made for a special week. One location for the entire tour with
comfortable rooms, great meals, hummingbird feeders, a mountain stream – and pie!
Regarding the birds, as hoped we did quite well
with the hummingbirds, recording twelve
species, including the rare Berylline and Whiteeared. We also found a few additional ABA
rarities – Rose-throated Becard and Ruddy
Ground Dove – and a long list of Southeast
Arizona specialties including Gray Hawk,
Whiskered Screech-Owl, Elegant Trogon, Arizona
Woodpecker, Greater Pewee, Dusky-capped and
Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers, Thick-billed Kingbird,
Mexican Jay, Bridled Titmouse, Bendire’s
Thrasher, Rufous-winged and Five-striped
Sparrows, Abert’s Towhee, Chihuahuan Meadowlark, Painted Redstart, Hepatic Tanager and
Varied Bunting. A summary of our daily activities and listing of all species seen is included below.
Thanks again to all for joining us and we hope to see you in the field again!

S

aturday, August 13 – After linking up at the Tucson airport, we took the scenic route to Sierra
Vista through grasslands lush and green from summer rains. Our first birding stop was along
the lower part of Ramsey Canyon Road, where we admired a Western Screech-Owl sitting in the
opening of a nest cavity in a roadside sycamore. Then it was up the canyon to our comfortable
accommodations at the Ramsey Canyon Inn. Luggage was literally tossed in the rooms as
everyone was anxious to watch the hummingbird feeders that were attracting dozens of birds
and in an hour of easy birding here, we recorded eight hummingbird species, including the
striking Violet-crowned and the rare Berylline. Eventually as daylight faded, everyone wandered
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back to their rooms to unpack and then
we met for the first of several excellent
dinners prepared onsite by the lodge’s
resident Chef, Glenn Crosthwaite – a
great start to our week together!

S

unday, August 14 – Our first full day
was spent exploring “close to home”
locations. We started by watching the inn
feeders and enjoyed the same mix of
hummingbirds as the day before, as well
as additional species such as Acorn
Woodpecker, Lesser Goldfinch and Blackheaded Grosbeak. Other species present
in the oaks on the grounds included
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Hutton’s and
Plumbeous Vireos, Mexican Jay, Bridled Titmouse, Grace’s Warbler and Painted Redstart. It was
a tough place to leave, but eventually we loaded the van and departed for the nearby
Thorneydale Lane where we hoped to find Scaled and Gambel’s Quail. In fairly short order we
found and enjoyed great views of both species, as well as other birds such as Cactus Wren and
Curve-billed Thrasher. Then it was up to Miller Canyon for more hummingbird watching at
Beatty’s Guest Ranch. Comfortably seated in the shade, we had close views of Rivoli’s, Blackchinned, Anna’s, Broad-billed and Violet-crowned Hummingbirds, as well as our first Broadtaileds of the tour. After an enjoyable hour or so here, we headed back to the Ramsey Canyon
Inn for lunch, stopping en route to admire two Greater Roadrunners perched conspicuously (and
comically) on a utility wire. After lunch and a
bit more time watching the inn feeders, we
made the short drive to the Ash Canyon Bird
Sanctuary for more relaxed feeder watching.
Hummingbird highlights here included both
male and female Lucifer Hummingbirds and
an immature Costa’s. Other birds included
our
first
Gila
and
Ladder-backed
Woodpeckers, Gray Hawk, Canyon Towhee
and many White-winged Doves. With a bit of
time to spare before we needed to be back
to the inn for dinner, we made a short visit to
riparian habitat along the San Pedro River
where we found Vermilion Flycatcher, Bell’s
Vireo, Yellow-breasted Chat and several
conspicuous Blue Grosbeaks.
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M

onday, August 15 – This
morning we hit the road west
towards Patagonia, stopping along
the way at the Las Cienegas
grasslands where we located singing
Botteri’s and Cassin’s Sparrows
together, as well as the recently split
Chihuahuan Meadowlark. Other
species we found in this area included
Swainson’s Hawk, Loggerhead Shrike,
Lark Sparrow and Bullock’s Oriole. In
the Patagonia area our first birding
stop was at the Patagonia Roadside
Rest Area, where a walk along Sonoita Creek yielded views of a female Rose-throated Becard
coming and going from her large, hanging nest. Happy with our sighting of this U.S. rarity, we
returned to the rest area for more birding and found a variety of species including White-throated
Swift, Cassin’s Kingbird, Rufous-crowned Sparrow and Western Tanager. Our next stop was the
well-known Paton Center for Hummingbirds, now operated by Tucson Audubon. Almost
immediately after arriving we enjoyed views of another U.S. rarity – a Ruddy Ground Dove
feeding next to a small brush pile. A great way to start our visit, but we were in no hurry and
spent another hour enjoying the feeders and grounds. In addition to many species we had seen
previously, we found several new for the tour, including Abert’s Towhee, Bronzed Cowbird and
Summer Tanager. After a picnic lunch in the town park (where we added our first Phainopeplas),
we headed out Harshaw Creek Road where the riparian habitat and large trees hosts many
species. Unfortunately, a thunderstorm interrupted our plans to explore this area and we had to
retreat, but not before finding several Thick-billed Kingbirds, one of the local specialties we hoped
to find. Since the rain obviously was going to make birding in the Patagonia area difficult for much
of the rest of the afternoon, we headed back towards
Sierra Vista and wrapped up the day with a leisurely walk
into the Sierra Vista water treatment facility. Here we
found our first Mexican Duck of the tour, more Gambel’s
Quail, several Say’s Phoebes and a large flock of
blackbirds that included many Great-tailed Grackles, as
well as a few Red-winged and Yellow-headed Blackbirds.

T

uesday, August 16 – After breakfast and a check of
the hummingbird feeders we were off to the west
again today, but this time our first stop was in scenic Box
Canyon. Here with just a bit of patience we had fantastic
roadside views of our two target species – Varied
Bunting and the rare and local Five-striped Sparrow.
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After enjoying both for some time, we continued on until a sighting of a roadside Scott’s Oriole
brought us to a halt. Exiting the van quickly we had great views of several on the adjacent hillside,
while below us we found Bell’s Vireo, Gray Flycatcher and Northern Mockingbird. Our next stop
was in the Santa Rita grasslands below Madera Canyon, where we found a Rufous-winged
Sparrow that provided close views while perched and singing from a mesquite. From here we
headed up into Madera Canyon, stopping briefly to bird along Proctor Road where we found
Black-throated Sparrow and another cooperative Varied Bunting. Once in the canyon we
resumed our relaxed feeder watching mode at the Santa Rita Lodge where highlights included
another Beryline Hummingbird and our first Arizona Woodpecker and Hepatic Tanager. After a
picnic lunch (partially shared with the
resident Mexican Jays and Acorn
Woodpeckers) we started back
towards Sierra Vista with stops at the
Green Valley and Benson water
treatment facilities and in Sonoran
Desert habitat near Sahuarita.
Highlights of our stops at these
locations included more Mexican
Ducks, White-faced Ibis, Black-necked
Stilt, Wilson’s Phalarope and Gilded
Flicker. To wrap up our full, but fun
day we made a quick after dinner
excursion into lower Carr Canyon
where we had close views of a calling
Whiskered Screech-Owl.

W

ednesday, August 17 – Following a couple of days “on the road” we spent all of today in
the Sierra Vista area with our first stop at Brown Canyon Ranch, where a male Vermilion
Flycatcher provided show stopping views. Then it was on to Carr Canyon, where we drove the
narrow, winding road to the top with stops along the way. In addition to some spectacular views,
we enjoyed a variety of birds in the higher elevations including Greater Pewee, Brown Creeper,
Spotted Towhee and Grace’s, Black-throated Gray, Hermit and Virginia’s Warblers. On the way
back down, we stopped at the Lower Carr Canyon Picnic Area and watched a variety of birds
including Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker, Rufous-crowned Sparrow and Scott’s Oriole while we
casually birded seated at a picnic table. To conclude the day, we returned to the San Pedro River
area and enjoyed some time watching the feeders and walking the grounds of the very nice Casa
de San Pedro B&B.

T

hursday, August 18 – We departed at dawn for our day in the Chiricahua Mountains to the
east, where our first stop was along the Arizona – New Mexico Stateline in Rodeo, NM.
Highlights of our 45 minutes or so of easy roadside birding here included a responsive Bendire’s
Thrasher, a few flocks of migrant Lark Buntings, Bullock’s Oriole, MacGillivray’s Warbler,
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Pyrrhuloxia and Lazuli Bunting. Next was
a walk up the trail in the South Fork of
Cave Creek Canyon, where we hoped to
find Elegant Trogon. Sadly, no trogons
were to be found and we only heard one
in the distance, but we enjoyed the
scenic canyon and other species typical
of the oak habitat such as Arizona
Woodpecker, Western Wood-Pewee,
Plumbeous Vireo, Bridled Titmouse,
Painted Redstart and Western Tanager.
After our hike, we drove to the George
Walker House in Paradise for more
relaxed feeder watching and were
rewarded with views of the rare Whiteeared Hummingbird almost immediately.
Other highlights of our time here
included Blue-throated Mountain-Gem,
Lucifer Hummingbird, a stunning male
Rufous Hummingbird and several Juniper
Titmice. From here we continued up to
the higher elevations of the Chiricahuas, where we found several new species for the tour before
rain, wind and fog forced us to continue on to lower elevations. Some of the species we found
here included Band-tailed Pigeon, Hairy Woodpecker, Steller’s Jay, Bushtit, Pygmy Nuthatch and
Eastern Bluebird. On the way down the west side of the mountains we stopped near Pinery
Canyon for an active flock that included Plumbeous Vireo, Grace’s and Black-throated Gray
Warblers and Painted Redstart. From here we continued back to Sierra Vista and Ramsey Canyon,
where we relaxed after our full day with another excellent meal (and more pie!) prepared by
Glenn.

F

riday, August 19 – We started our final full day together with a walk into the adjacent Ramsey
Canyon Preserve. We didn’t find any new species for the trip, but everyone enjoyed the
chance to see more of the scenic canyon where we’d been staying for a week. After a bit more
time watching the inn feeders (where we again saw the Berylline Hummingbird), we headed to
the nearby Fort Huachuca. An active army base, the fort is host to habitats ranging from
grasslands to mountain canyons and is home to many birds, including several pairs of Elegant
Trogons, a much-wanted species that we were still missing. After clearing the visitor’s security
checkpoint, we found our way to Huachuca Canyon and drove as far as we could, before parking
and setting off up the trail on foot. After a mile or so (and three stream crossings!), we finally
heard a male trogon calling and tracked it down where all could see – a happy moment for all,
guide and participants alike! After watching and enjoying the well-earned trogon for some time,
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we backtracked down the trail and enjoyed
a picnic lunch together at a table under one
of the canyon’s many large sycamores.
Before leaving the base, we drove into one
of the grassland areas where were able to
compare Western and Cassin’s Kingbirds
side-by-side and found a variety of other
species including Gambel’s Quail, Greater
Roadrunner,
Gray
Flycatcher
and
Loggerhead Shrike. After another stop at
Brown Canyon Ranch for some easy
afternoon birding, we returned to the
Ramsey Canyon Inn with a bit of extra time
for packing and then enjoyed a final dinner
and checklist session together.

S

aturday, August 20 – The tour itinerary called for a transfer from the Ramsey Canyon Inn back
to the Tucson airport this morning, but a group decision was made to squeeze in a bit of last
birding before calling the tour over. An early (but still reasonable) departure from the inn allowed
us time to return to Harshaw Canyon for an hour or so of roadside birding. While we did not track
down the hoped-for Montezuma Quail, we did find a variety of birds including Black Vulture,
Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Lucy’s Warbler and
a pair of Hepatic Tanagers that appeared to
be carrying food to a nearby nest. A nice way
to wrap up a great week together and we
made the drive back to Tucson in plenty of
time for all to check in for their departure
flights home.

Bird Species Sightings List
Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors – Benson
water treatment ponds
Mexican Duck Anas diazi – We found our
first at the Sierra Vista water treatment
facility and later saw others at the Green
Valley and Benson treatment ponds.
Northern Pintail Anas acuta – A few at the
Green Valley water treatment facility.
Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris – Benson
water treatment ponds
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Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis – Several at the
Benson water treatment ponds, including a few
colorful males.
Scaled Quail Callipepla squamata – Nice views of a
flock along Thorneydale Lane – at least when they
weren’t hiding in the shade of that old El Camino!
Gambel's Quail Callipepla gambelii – Many also
present along Thorneydale Drive and seen on
several other days at different locations. The
individual perched on a post next to the road in the
grasslands of Fort Huachuca provided especially
crowd-pleasing views.
Wild Turkey Meleagris gallopavo – We saw the
“Gould’s” form in Ransey and Madera Canyons and
also at the George Walker House in the Chiricahuas.
Pied-billed Grebe Podilymbus Podiceps – Benson water treatment ponds
Rock Pigeon Columba livia – Seen multiple days in urban areas and a large gathering was
present at the Green Valley water treatment facility.
Band-tailed Pigeon Patagioenas fasciata – Nice views of a perched individual next to the van in
the higher elevations of the Chiricahuas.
Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto – In and around Patagonia, Casa de San Pedro
and other locations.
Inca Dove Columbina inca – Good views at Ramsey Canyon, the Paton Center and Casa de San
Pedro.
Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti – A U.S. rarity and we saw it well at the Paton Center
for Hummingbirds in Patagonia – just as we arrived in fact!
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica –
Common and seen daily.
Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura –
Common and seen daily.
Greater Roadrunner Geococcyx
californianus – Two perched on a utility
wire along Ramsey Canyon Road
provided good views, but seemed a bit
out of place! A few more later seen in
Lower Miller Canyon and in the grassland
on Fort Huachuca.
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus – Seen by a few in Patagonia as we approached the
Paton Center.
White-throated Swift Aeronautes saxatalis – Several overhead at the Patagonia Roadside Rest
Area and a few seen along Stateline Road in Rodeo, NM.
Rivoli's Hummingbird Eugenes
fulgens – Present daily at the
Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and
also seen at Beatty’s feeders in
Miller Canyon, the Santa Rita
Lodge in Madera Canyon and at
the George Walker House in
Paradise.
Blue-throated Mountain-gem
Lampornis clemenciae – One
seen our first afternoon at the
Ramsey Canyon Inn and we later
had great views of a pair at the
George Walker House feeders.
Lucifer Hummingbird Calothorax lucifer – Repeat and excellent views of one or more males and
female/immature birds at the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and we later enjoyed a “bonus”
view of an adult male at the George Walker House feeders
Black-chinned Hummingbird Archilochus alexandri – Seen daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn
feeders (including a male with multiple white tail feathers) and all other feeder locations we
visited.
Anna's Hummingbird Calypte anna – Present daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and also
seen at Beatty’s Feeders in Miller Canyon, the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and at the Santa
Rita Lodge in Madera Canyon.
Costa's Hummingbird Calypte costae – Once we figured out the right area to watch, we enjoyed
repeat views of an immature male at the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary.
Rufous Hummingbird Selasphorus rufus – Several, including one or more stunning males, were
present at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders. We saw others at Beatty’s in Miller Canyon, the
Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and at the George Walker House feeders
Broad-tailed Hummingbird Selasphorus platycercus – A few seen and heard at Beatty’s feeders
in Miller Canyon and the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders
Broad-billed Hummingbird Cynanthus latirostris – Present daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn
feeders, as well as all other feeder locations we visited during the tour.
White-eared Hummingbird Basilinna leucotis – None were present currently at Beatty’s feeders
in Miller Canyon, so we made a side trip to the George Walker House in Paradise during our
day trip to the Chiricuahas that yielded great views of this U.S. rarity
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Violet-crowned Hummingbird Leucolia
violiceps – Once very rare in the U.S., we
enjoyed daily views of this handsome
hummingbird at the Ramsey Canyon feeders
and saw others at Beatty’s feeders in Miller
Canyon, the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and
at the Paton Center for Hummingbirds.
Berylline Hummingbird Saucerottia beryllina
– We enjoyed views of this rare U.S.
hummingbird almost daily at the Ramsey
Canyon Inn feeders and saw another while
we watched the Santa Rita Lodge feeders in
Madera Canyon!
American Coot Fulica americana – Many present at the Benson water treatment ponds.
Black-necked Stilt Himantopus mexicanus – Several present at the Green Valley water
treatment facility
Killdeer Charadrius vociferus – At least one present at the Las Cienegas grasslands and others
seen or heard at each of the water treatment facilities we visited.
Western Sandpiper Calidris mauri – One present along the near shore of the Benson water
treatment ponds.
Wilson's Phalarope Phalaropus tricolor – Many, one hundred or more, impressed us on the
ponds of the Green Valley water treatment facility.
Spotted Sandpiper Actitis macularius – One present along the near shore of the Benson water
treatment ponds.
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca – One present on the far shore of the Benson water
treatment facility.
Great Blue Heron Ardea Herodias –
Individuals seen at the Sierra
Vista water treatment facility,
Casa de San Pedro and at Fort
Huachuca.
White-faced Ibis Plegadis chihi –
Several present at the Green
Valley water treatment facility.
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus –
Rare in SE Arizona, so a nice find
along Harshaw Canyon Road on
our final morning together.
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Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura – Common and seen daily
Cooper's Hawk Accipiter cooperii – One perched briefly in the tall cottonwoods of Brown
Canyon Ranch.
Gray Hawk Buteo plagiatus – First observed at the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and we later saw
others at the San Pedro RNCA, the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area and along Harshaw Canyon
Road.
Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni – Our
first good views were two perched birds
along Highway 82 near the Las Cienegas
grasslands. Later seen often from the
van and at locations such as Brown
Canyon Ranch and the Benson and
Sierra Vista water treatment facilities.
Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis –
Common and seen daily.
Whiskered Screech-Owl Megascops
trichopsis – It took two attempts in Carr
Canyon, but on the second night we
enjoyed close views of a calling bird
near the Carr House.
Western Screech-Owl Megascops
kennicottii – A female in a nest cavity
along Ramsey Canyon Road provided
almost daily views as she sat up
enjoying the morning sun and on one day a young bird was visible as well.
Elegant Trogon Trogon elegans – Our “walk away” views of a calling male in Huachuca Canyon
were a trip highlight for sure – and well earned!
Acorn Woodpecker Melanerpes formicivorus – Seen daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders
and we enjoyed this colorful woodpecker at many other locations as well.
Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis – First seen at the Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary and
observed at many other lower elevation locations as well.
Ladder-backed Woodpecker Dryobates scalaris – Observed at the feeders of the Ash Canyon
Bird Sanctuary and later near Patagonia along Harshaw Canyon Road.
Hairy Woodpecker Dryobates villosus – One seen in the higher elevations of the Chiricahua
Mountains.
Arizona Woodpecker Dryobates arizonae – We had good views of this regional specialty at the
Santa Rita Lodge feeders, as well as in the Madera Canyon picnic area and on our hike up the
South Fork of Cave Creek Canyon.
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Northern Flicker (Red-shafted) Colaptes
auratus – Well seen at several locations
including Madera Canyon, the Lower Carr
Canyon picnic area, in the Chiricahua
Mountains and Harshaw Canyon.
Gilded Flicker Colaptes chrysoides – A
targeted stop in Sonoran Desert habitat on
our return trip from Madera Canyon yielded
a sighting of this species for most.
American Kestrel Falco sparverius – A few
sightings at locations such as the Benson
water treatment ponds, along Gin Road in
Rodeo, NM and in Harshaw Canyon.
Rose-throated Becard Pachyramphus aglaiae
– A female coming and going from the nest
at the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area was less
than cooperative, but once we noticed a
branch she seemed to be routinely using, all had brief, but good scope views.
Greater Pewee Contopus pertinax – Nice views of a lone individual perched in a dead tree near
the Ramsey Vista Campground in upper Carr Canyon.
Western Wood-Pewee Contopus sordidulus – Seen daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn and
multiple other locations.
Gray Flycatcher Empidonax wrightii – Good views in Box Canyon and we later had another in
the grasslands on Fort Huachuca.
Cordilleran Flycatcher Empidonax occidentalis – One heard from the Ransey Canyon Inn and we
saw a silent bird in Harshaw Canyon that was either this species or the very similar Pacificslope Flycatcher.
Say's Phoebe Sayornis saya – Good views in the Patagonia Town Park, at the Sierra Vista water
treatment facility and on both visits to Brown Canyon Ranch.
Vermilion Flycatcher Pyrocephalus rubinus – A “fan favorite” as they say and particularly well
seen at Brown Canyon Ranch.
Dusky-capped Flycatcher Myiarchus tuberculifer – We heard one at the Patagonia Roadside
Rest Area and had close views in Harshaw Canyon on our final morning.
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris – Seen and heard daily at the Ramsey
Canyon Inn and we also found a few in Cave Creek and Harshaw Canyons.
Cassin's Kingbird Tyrannus vociferans – The common kingbird on this tour and seen at many
locations.
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Thick-billed Kingbird Tyrannus crassirostris – Uncommon and local in SE Arizona and we were
fortunate to locate a few in Harshaw Canyon before the rain forced us to move along.
Western Kingbird Tyrannus verticalis – Well seen along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM and in the
grasslands on Fort Huachuca, where we were able to study them side-by-side with Cassin’s
Kingbirds.
Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii – Several locations including the San Pedro RNCA, Box Canyon and Casa
de San Pedro.
Hutton's Vireo Vireo huttoni – First seen at the Ramsey Canyon Inn and later at several
locations in Carr Canyon, along the tail in Ramsey Canyon and in Huachuca Canyon
Plumbeous Vireo Vireo plumbeus - Observed at the Ramsey Canyon Inn on several days and
also in Carr and Pinery Canyons.
Warbling Vireo Vireo gilvus – One seen near the Reef Townsite Campground in Carr Canyon.
Loggerhead Shrike Lanius ludovicianus – Several views in grasslands at Las Cienegas NCA, Fort
Huachuca and along Stateline Road in Rodeo, NM.
Steller's Jay Cyanocitta stelleri – A few seen in higher elevations of the Chiricahuas.
Mexican Jay Aphelocoma wollweberi – Common and seen daily on the tour.
Common Raven Corvus corax – At least a few seen daily.
Bridled Titmouse Baeolophus wollweberi – A crowd-pleaser and well seen in Ramsey, Madera
and Carr Canyons.
Juniper Titmouse Baeolophus ridgwayi – Several seen well as we watched the feeders at the
George Walker House in Paradise
Verdin Auriparus flaviceps – A few seen along lower Ramsey Canyon Road and during our “quail
hunt” on Thorneydale Lane.
Purple Martin Progne subis
– One or more were
overhead as we
searched for Gilded
Flicker near Sahuarita.
Tree Swallow Tachycineta
bicolor – A few seen at
the San Pedro RNCA and
the Sierra Vista water
treatment facility
Barn Swallow Hirundo
rustica – The most
common swallow on
this tour and seen
almost daily.
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Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota – Several noted with other swallows as we walked the
road at the Sierra Vista water treatment facility.
Bushtit Psaltriparus minimus – We found an active flock near Barfoot Junction in the higher
elevations of the Chiricahuas.
White-breasted Nuthatch Sitta carolinensis A regular at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and
seen in multiple other areas as well.
Pygmy Nuthatch Sitta pygmaea – We found a small, but noisy flock near Barfoot Junction in the
higher elevations of the Chiricahuas.
Brown Creeper Certhia
americana – Nice views at
the Reef Townsite
Campground in Carr
Canyon, as well as Cave
Creek Canyon and Pinery
Canyon.
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
Polioptila caerulea – A
few were present at the
Ramsey Vista
Campground in Carr
canyon.
Rock Wren Salpinctes
obsoletus – One or more
calling in Box Canyon.
Canyon Wren Catherpes mexicanus – Though distant, one could clearly be heard across the
canyon from the Ramsey Vista Campground in Carr Canyon.
House Wren Troglodytes aedon – At least one present near Barfoot Junction in the higher
elevations of the Chiricahuas.
Bewick's Wren Thryomanes bewickii – Seen at several locations, including Ramsey Canyon,
Miller Canyon, Carr Canyon and Brown Canyon Ranch.
Cactus Wren Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus – Seen or heard most days. Our first views were
along Thorneydale Lane in Hereford.
European Starling Sturnus vulgaris – Lots at the Sierra Vista water treatment facility.
Curve-billed Thrasher Toxostoma curvirostre – Common and seen daily. Great views at the
feeders at Ash Canyon and the Paton Center.
Bendire's Thrasher Toxostoma bendirei – Nice views of a responsive individual along Gin Road
in Rodeo, NM.
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Northern Mockingbird Mimus
polyglottos – Several seen in
the Las Cienegas NCA
grasslands. Other locations
included Patagonia, Box
Canyon, Fort Huachuca and
the Sierra Vista water
treatment facility.
Eastern Bluebird Sialia sialis –
We encountered several
family groups in higher
elevations of the Chiricahuas.
American Robin Turdus
migratorius – Seen in mid and
upper elevations on several
days.
Phainopepla Phainopepla nitens – First seen in the Patagonia Town Park, with others later seen
along Harshaw Creek and Box Canyon Roads and in Madera Canyon.
House Sparrow Passer domesticus – Thorneydale Road, the Patagonia Town Park and Casa de
San Pedro were a few locations we encountered this introduced species.
House Finch Haemorhous mexicanus – Common and seen daily.
Lesser Goldfinch Spinus psaltria – Perhaps one of the most frequently seen species on the trip –
but enjoyed none-the-less!
Rufous-winged Sparrow Peucaea carpalis – A
stop in the Santa Rita grasslands instantly
yielded a singing bird right next to the road and
we enjoyed up close views of this regional
specialty.
Botteri's Sparrow Peucaea botterii – Well seen
and heard with the very similar looking Cassin’s
Sparrow in the Las Cienegas NCA grassland. We
later saw a few at Brown Canyon Ranch and in
the Fort Huachuca grasslands.
Cassin's Sparrow Peucaea cassinii – As noted
above, seen and heard with Botteri’s Sparrows
in the Las Cienegas NCA grasslands. We saw
and/or heard others at the Sierra Vista water
treatment facility, the Santa Rita grasslands and
along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM.
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Five-striped Sparrow
Amphispizopsis quinquestriata –
We had great success with this
U.S. rarity in scenic Box Canyon as
one provided lengthy, up-close
views while feeding and singing
along the road right next to us.
Black-throated Sparrow
Amphispiza bilineata – A
handsome sparrow we saw well
along Proctor Road below
Madera Canyon.
Lark Sparrow Chondestes
grammacus – Seen at several
locations, with particularly good
views in Rodeo, NM.
Lark Bunting Calamospiza melanocorys – Several migrant flocks flew past as we birded along
Gin Road in Rodeo, NM.
Yellow-eyed Junco Junco phaeonotus – Well seen on several days at the Ramsey Canyon Inn
and in higher elevations of Carr Canyon and the Chiricahua Mountains.
Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia – A few seen at the San Pedro RNCA, Paton center, Sierra
Vista water treatment facility and at Casa de San Pedro.
Canyon Towhee Melozone fusca – Close views of several interacting individuals at the Ash
Canyon Bird Sanctuary. We also saw others at Brown Canyon Ranch and near Casa de San
Pedro.
Abert's Towhee Melozone aberti – Well seen at the Paton Center feeders and we found a few
others in the Santa Rita grasslands and at Casa de San Pedro.
Rufous-crowned Sparrow Aimophila ruficeps – Nice views on the hillside adjacent to the
Patagonia Roadside Rest Area and at the Lower Carr Canyon picnic area (bird arena!).
Spotted Towhee Pipilo maculatus – Quite a few seen and heard in higher elevations of Carr
Canyon and the Chiricahuas, as well as along the trail up Ramsey Canyon.
Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria virens – Well seen at several locations, including the San Pedro
RNCA, the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area, the Paton Center feeders and Casa de San Pedro.
Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus – Several seen with other blackbirds
in the distance at the Sierra Vista water treatment facility.
Chihuahuan Meadowlark Sturnella lilianae – We had nice views of this recently split species at
the Las Cienegas NCA grasslands.
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Bullock's Oriole Icterus bullockii – A few encountered at the Las Cienegas NCA, the Sierra Vista
water treatment facility and along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM.
Scott's Oriole Icterus parisorum – A few seen along Box Canyon Road caused a quick stop and
exit from the vans and we had nice views. Later we enjoyed others while casually birding the
Lowe Carr Canyon picnic area.
Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus – Several seen at the Sierra Vista and Benson water
treatment facilities
Bronzed Cowbird Molothrus aeneus – One present and well seen at the Paton Center feeders.
Brown-headed Cowbird Molothrus ater – One at the Paton Center feeders and many present at
the Sierra Vista water treatment facility
Great-tailed Grackle Quiscalus mexicanus – Individuals or small groups seen at several locations
and along roadsides and a large flock was present at the Sierra Vista water treatment facility.
Lucy’s Warbler Leiothlypis luciae – We found several at our final stop on Harshaw Canyon Road,
just before returning to the Tucson airport. A fun way to conclude the tour!
Virginia's Warbler Leiothlypis virginiae – With some work we managed to dig one out at the
Ramsey Vista Campground in upper Carr Canyon.
MacGillivray's Warbler Geothlypis tolmiei – One seen along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM.
Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas – Heard at several locations including the San Pedro
RNCA and Casa de San Pedro.
Yellow Warbler Setophaga petechia –
Individuals seen at the Patagonia
Roadside rest Area, along Gin Road
in Rodeo, NM and at Brown Canyon
Ranch.
Grace's Warbler Setophaga graciae –
Well seen at several locations,
including the Ramsey Canyon Inn,
upper elevations of Carr Canyon
and in Pinery Canyon.
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Setophaga nigrescens – Several
seen in Carr Canyon and a few with
the small bird flock we encountered
on the way down Pinery Canyon.
Hermit Warbler Setophaga
occidentalis – A nice find we
enjoyed at the Reef Townsite
Campground in Carr Canyon.
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Painted Redstart Myioborus pictus – A crowd-pleaser for sure and we saw one or more almost
daily, with the first at the Ramsey Canyon Inn.
Hepatic Tanager Piranga flava – Seen at several locations, including Madera Canyon, the higher
elevations of the Chiricahuas, the Ramsey Canyon Preserve, Huachuca Canyon and along
Harshaw Canyon Road.
Summer Tanager Piranga rubra – We found individuals at the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area,
the Paton Center and Casa de San Pedro.
Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana – First seen at the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area and
later at Brown Canyon Ranch, Carr Canyon and the upper elevations of the Chiricahuas.
Northern Cardinal Cardinalis cardinalis – Seen at several locations including the Paton Center
and Casa de San Pedro
Pyrrhuloxia Cardinalis sinuatus – It seemed to take some searching before we found our first,
but eventually we tracked one down along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM and all had great views.
Many also saw another perched and singing near the entrance to Fort Huachuca.
Black-headed Grosbeak Pheucticus melanocephalus – Seen daily at the Ramsey canyon Inn
feeders and several other locations as well.
Blue Grosbeak Passerina caerulea – Common and seen daily in lower canyon areas and
grasslands.
Lazuli Bunting Passerina amoena – Nice views of a lone male along Gin Road in Rodeo, NM.
Varied Bunting Passerina versicolor – Great views of several in Box Canyon and we later saw
another well along Proctor Road in Madera Canyon.
Species total: 144
Photo Descriptions & Credits
Page 1: Violet-crowned Hummingbird at Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders – Kip Miller
Page 2: Scaled Quail adult & immature – Rick Woodruff; Lucifer Hummingbird at Ash Canyon – Kip Miller
Page 3: Ruddy Ground Dove at Paton Center & Varied Bunting in Box Canyon – Kip Miller
Page 4: Vermilion Flycatcher at Brown Canyon Ranch – Rick Woodruff
Page 5: Our well-earned Huachuca Canyon Elegant Trogon! – Kip Miller
Page 6: Western Screech-Owl along Ramsey Canyon Road – Rick Woodruff; Saguaros – Fern Murphy
Page 7: Gambel’s Quail at Fort Huachuca & Broad-billed Hummingbird at Beatty’s – Kip Miller
Page 8: Rufous Hummingbird at Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders – Kip Miller
Page 9: “Birder’s parking” sign at Green Valley treatment ponds & Arizona Sister – Rick Woodruff
Page 10: Arizona Woodpecker at the Santa Rita Lodge – Kip Miller
Page 11: Mexican Jay in Madera Canyon – Kip Miller
Page 12: Relaxed birding at the Lower Carr Canyon Picnic Area – Kip Miller
Page 13: Las Cienegas grasslands with monsoon rains on the distant Santa Rita Mountains – Kip Miller
Page 14: Rufous-winged Sparrow below Madera Canyon & Bendire’s Thrasher in Rodeo, NM – Kip Miller
Page 15: Five-striped Sparrow carrying food in Box Canyon – Kip Miller
Page 16: One of many Blue Grosbeaks we enjoyed – Rick Woodruff
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