
Dutch Harbor & the Whiskered Auklet 
June 20 - 22, 2022 

Guided by David Krueper and Kip Miller 
 

ur short Dutch Harbor tour was both 
successful and great fun. We enjoyed 

good weather and smooth sailing on the 
boat trips and the conditions for land 
birding were equally nice – with moderate 
temperatures, light winds and lots of great 
wildflowers as a bonus!  

As we usually do on this tour, we divided in 
two groups upon arrival because the boat 
used for the offshore adventure has only 
enough space for six participants and one 
guide. On the day the first group went 
offshore, the other group explored roads 
and nearshore areas around Dutch Harbor 
and on the second day, we switched places. For the third and final day, both groups targeted bird 
species not yet seen in and around Dutch Harbor before catching the flights back to Anchorage. 
Below please find a listing of all species recorded by both groups during our time on land and 
offshore around Dutch Harbor. 

 

Bird Sightings List 

Green-winged Teal Anas crecca – Recorded by one group on Summer Lake. 

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris – Recorded by one group on Summer Lake. 

Greater Scaup Aythya marila – Several present on Summer Lake. 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima – Many seen in Unalga Pass and the Baby Islands area 
during our boat trips. 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus – Many present on the nearshore waters and bays 
around Dutch Harbor. 

Common Merganser Mergus merganser – Recorded by one group on Summer Lake. 
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus 
serrator – Small numbers seen 
on nearshore waters and on both 
boat trips. 

Rock Ptarmigan Lagopus muta – A 
few individuals were well seen by 
both groups along Overland 
Road. 

Black Oystercatcher Haematopus 
bachmani – Several seen on 
rocky shorelines around Dutch 
Harbor and during the boat trips. 

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus – A few seen in and near Dutch Harbor, along 
Summer Bay Road and at Summer Lake. 

Rock Sandpiper Calidris ptilocnemis – Heard by one group on a ridge above Overland Road. 

Least Sandpiper Calidris minutilla – A few seen along Overland Drive, including in the “snipe 
marsh.” 

Wilson's Snipe Gallinago delicata – Several observed and heard in the marsh at the beginning 
of Overland Road. 

Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus – One observed in flight along the shore near the 
airport. 

Common Murre Uria aalge – Small numbers seen 
offshore during both boat trips. 

Pigeon Guillemot Cepphus columba – Quite abundant in 
nearshore areas and bays around Dutch Harbor. 

Marbled Murrelet Brachyramphus marmoratus – 
Abundant in nearshore areas and bays around Dutch 
Harbor. 

Kittlitz's Murrelet Brachyramphus brevirostris – A few 
individuals picked out amongst the more abundant 
Marbled Murrelets on Dutch Harbor’s nearshore waters 
and along Summer Bay Road. One also observed during 
the second boat trip. 

Ancient Murrelet Synthliboramphus antiquus – Flocks of 
multiple birds seen during both boat trips. 
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Cassin's Auklet Ptychoramphus 
aleuticus _ Small number seen on 
both boat trips. 

Parakeet Auklet Aethia psittacula – 
Two seen on the second boat trip 

Whiskered Auklet Aethia pygmaea 
– The primary target of both boat 
trips and seen on both days in the 
Baby Islands area. 

Horned Puffin Fratercula 
corniculate – Observed on both 
boat trip days, but in far smaller 

numbers than Tufted Puffins. A few seen daily from shore as well. 

Tufted Puffin Fratercula cirrhata – Seen in impressive number in Unalga Pass and near the Baby 
Islands on both boat trips. A few seen from shore daily as well. 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla – Many seen from shore and during both boat trips. 

Red-legged Kittiwake Rissa brevirostris – Two individuals came in to explore the chumming 
action on each boat trip day. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus – One observed during the second boat trip. 

Glaucous-winged Gull Larus glaucescens – Many observed during both boat trips, particularly 
on the islands in Unalga pass. 

Laysan Albatross Phoebastria immutabilis – Both 
boat trip groups enjoyed great views of multiple 
individuals, particularly while we were chumming. 
Twenty or more were in view at once behind the 
boat on the first day, with slightly smaller (but still 
impressive!) numbers the second day 

Black-footed Albatross Phoebastria nigripes – 
During both boat trip days, one individual joined 
the crowd of Northern Fulmars and Layson 
Albatrosses attracted by our chumming efforts.  

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis – Thousands 
seen on both boat trip days. It was more than a 
little impressive! Mostly dark-morph birds, but a 
few intermediate and light-morph individuals 
noted as well. 
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Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris – Seen in small numbers on both boat trip days 
amongst the vastly more abundant fulmars.  

Red-faced Cormorant Urile urile – Several observed on both boat trip days in the vicinity of the 
Baby Islands and Unalga Pass. 

Pelagic Cormorant Urile pelagicus – Seen during both boat trips and a few seen from shore as 
well. 

Double-crested Cormorant Nannopterum auritum – Many seen during the boat trips, primarily 
in the vicinity of the Baby Islands and Unalga Pass. 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus – An abundant species in and around Dutch Harbor – and 
that seems like an understatement! 

Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon – 
At least two observed daily on the 
bay behind our hotel. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus – 
Seen in flight and perched on a 
distant ridge along Overland Road. 

Common Raven Corvus corax – Seen 
and heard daily around Dutch Harbor 
and hanging around the landfill. 

Bank Swallow Riparia riparia – The 
most common swallow around Dutch Harbor and seen daily. 

Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon pyrrhonota – A few seen by the group land birding on our first full 
day. 

Pacific Wren Troglodytes pacificus – Well seen by both groups singing on territory in the spruce 
groves along Strawberry Road and a few encountered elsewhere as well. 

American Dipper Cinclus mexicanus – Seen by both groups at a stream crossing along Overland 
Road. 

American Pipit Anthus rubescens – Several seen, primarily in the higher areas along Overland 
Drive. 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch Leucosticte tephrocotis – The Aleutian subspecies was common, 
particularly in and around town. Enjoyed daily! 

Common Redpoll Acanthis flammea – Several seen in and around Dutch Harbor, particularly at 
Sitka Spruce Park. 

Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra – Rather unexpected, but several present at Sitka Spruce Park 
and seen by both groups. 



High Lonesome BirdTours – Dutch Harbor & the Whiskered Auklet 2022 
 

 
Page 5 

 

Pine Siskin Spinus pinus – Also present at Sitka 
Spruce Park and seen by both groups. 

Lapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus – Fairly 
conspicuous in and around town and along 
Overland Drive. 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis – A few seen 
near the high point on Overland Drive by both 
groups on the last day. 

Fox Sparrow (Sooty)  Passerella iliaca – Nice views 
in the spruce grove on Strawberry Road and in 
Sitka Spruce Park. 

Savannah Sparrow Passerculus sandwichensis – Common and seen daily around Dutch harbor 
and Unalaska Island. 

Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia – A larger, darker subspecies than most are used to occurs 
here and was seen well – primarily at Sitka Spruce Park, but several other locations as well. 
 

Mammals: Mammals observed included Red Fox, Harbor Seal, Steller’s Sea Lion, Sea Otter, 
Humpback Whale, Killer Whale, Harbor Porpoise and Arctic Ground Squirrel. 

 

Sightings List Photos 
Page 1 – Whiskered Auklets, Dave Krueper;  Page 2 – Layson Albatross, Kip Miller & Fisher’s Orchid, 
Ellen Stepniewski;  Page 3 – Northern Fulmars, Kip Miller & Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch, Dave Krueper; 
Page 4 – Red-legged Kittiwake, Dave Krueper;  Page 5 – Red Crossbill, Kip Miller & Tufted Puffins, Dave 
Krueper 

 


