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We enjoyed another very successful Colorado grouse tour with High Lonesome BirdTours. Despite some of 
the “chickens” being a bit more difficult this year, we still managed good views of every single quail, grouse, 
pheasant, and prairie-chicken species possible on this itinerary. In addition, we saw a fine variety of Rocky 
Mountains and western specialties, including all three species of rosy-finches, Pine Grosbeaks, Red Crossbills, 
and American Three-toed Woodpecker, plus corvids made an excellent showing with Gray and Pinyon jays. 
The White-tailed Ptarmigan and Greater Prairie-Chicken shared the honor of bird of the trip. We also had an 
exceptional year for mammals with more than twenty species recorded with four Moose and a Badger that we 
actually scoped being the highlights. In terms of weather, luck was on our side and we had beautiful sunshine 
with relatively mild temperatures throughout, except for the windy and cold day on Loveland Pass. Overall, we 
drove 2525 miles through some of the most scenic landscapes of the country with a fantastic group that had 
fun the entire way. I sincerely hope to see all of you on future trips, Stephan. 
 

 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 

 
Day 1 (04/06/2017): Start in Denver and drive to Ft. Collins 
 
All of us arrived on time (almost) and we left Denver with one person missing, but had already made plans to 
complete the team the following day. We stopped briefly at Boyd Lake and promptly found the only Horned 
Grebe of the trip, plus dozens of Western Grebes with one distant Clark’s. We continued to our first dinner at 
Austin’s American Grill, but the birding was not yet finished for the day and we found two Great Horned Owl 
fledges and an adult just outside the restaurant around dusk. 
 
 

2 



Day 2 (04/07/2017): Pawnee National Grasslands and drive to Wray 
 
Our first full day started in the Pawnee National Grasslands, (we stopped for a Cooper’s Hawk with dead 
ECDO en route) a short stop at Crow Creek Campground netted us the only Blue Jay of the trip plus an 
American Kestrel with prey. Of course we made the long trek to these remote grasslands for the specialties 
that breed here and we were not disappointed. A few minutes into the short grass prairie and we found a 
displaying male McCown’s Longspur that put on quite a show. A few miles further we met up with the second 
High Lonesome BirdTours group and they had located a pair of Mountain Plovers. Soon we enjoyed 
exceptional scope views of these cryptic shorebirds. Before we hoofed it back to the Denver airport to pick up 
our missing group member we scored again at the same site as the previous year with singing and displaying 
Chestnut-collared Longspurs, a fine looking bird in its breeding finery. After a detour back to Denver we were 
on our way to Wray. We met our rancher host and even enjoyed our first views of Greater Prairie-Chickens and 
flushed a big covery of Ring-necked Pheasants that evening. 
 

 
Mountain Plover 

 
Day 3 (04/08/2017): Bledsoe Ranch, Bonny and Verhoeff Reservoirs and drive to Garden City, Kansas 
 
We started the day with one of the finest bird spectacles in North America and watched two dozen Greater 
Prairie-Chickens boom, fight, chase, and cackle for two hours. Even the Burrowing Owls were squabbling with 
each other. On the way out we managed scope views of a calling Northern Bobwhite on the roof! Two stops en 
route to Kansas, Bonny and Verhoeff Reservoirs, proofed productive, adding many species of waterfowl and 
shorebirds to the list. Another highlight of the day was the drive along Route 385 where we found a field with 
dozens of Swainson’s Hawk just sitting on the ground, including all color morphs, but things got even better. 
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We quickly scored a Ferruginous Hawk and minutes later a Rough-legged Hawk, plus a perched Prairie Falcon 
to boot. With the hoped for raptors under our belt we continued to Garden City enjoying a dinner at a local Thai 
restaurant. 
 

 
Greater Prairie-Chickens 

 
Day 4 (04/09/2017): Garden City Lek and drive to Silverthorne via Pueblo 
 
Sunrise saw us parked along a dirt road north of Dodge City, Kansas. Since the Lesser Prairie-Chickens have 
become unreliable in Colorado, we now include a side trek to the Sunflower State and it was worth the extra 
distance we had to drive. At dawn we heard the distinct cackle of Lesser Prairie-Chickens and soon saw two 
males in the rising light. After some initial views we set up the scopes and enjoyed prolonged views of a male. 
Half-a-dozen Burrowing Owls were a nice distraction and during the drive back we found the only Baird’s 
Sandpiper of the trip in a flooded field. Our drive took us west back into Colorado (Great Horned Owl on nest 
en route) where we made a strategic stop outside of Pueblo, getting the hoped for Scaled Quail rather quickly. 
In between, we checked Cheraw Lake for an abundance of waterfowl and Holbrook Reservoir where we 
scoped a courting pair of Clark’s Grebes. A long haul eventually took us to Idaho Springs for dinner and then 
Silverthorne for a well-deserved rest. 
 

 
Lesser Prairie-Chickens 
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Day 5 (04/10/2017): Loveland Pass, Silverthorne, Buena Vista, and Monarch Pass en route to Gunnison 
 
We always knew that the White-tailed Ptarmigan would be one tough “chicken”, but when the day dawned 
clear and snow-free we had high hopes. Arriving at Loveland Pass the conditions looked ideal, but a bitter, cold 
wind was blowing. We started the search, but soon most of retreated to the relative warmth of the van. It took 
some effort and my toes and fingers had gone cold, but eventually we found a male that allowed us to 
approach within 10 feet (see photo). We warmed up a bit and after breakfast visited feeders in Silverthorne 
attended by Gray-crowned and Brown-capped rosy-finches, surprise Pine Grosbeak and Red Crossbill, plus a 
very close Gray Jay. I wondered whether the day could get any better and the answer was yes. En route to 
Gunnison we found Pinyon Jays and a single Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay and the Lewis’s Woodpecker flew in 
right on cue. We continued towards Gunnison (a pair of Clark’s Nutcrackers in flight) but not before we scoped 
an American Three-toed Woodpecker near Monarch Pass! With an incredible number of quality birds on the 
day’s list with enjoyed a delicious Italian dinner at Garlic Mike’s. 
 

 
White-tailed Ptarmigan 

 
Day 6 (04/11/2017): Gunnison Sage-Grouse lek, Crested Butte, Black Canyon of Gunnison to Grand Junction 
 
This was going to be the earliest and longest day of the trip. We met the lek intern at 4:15 am and drove out of 
Gunnison towards Waunita Hot Springs road and the only available lek for the endangered Gunnison 
Sage-Grouse. The long wait in the dark was worth it in the end as we got better than expected scope views of 
displaying males with attending females, one in North Meadow and one on the ridge that lit up spectacularly at 
sunrise. We even had a female bird fly right in front of the blind at less than 50 feet! After breakfast we drove to 
Crested Butte, stopping for American Dippers en route. In Crested Butte we eventually found the right feeders 
and scored big with a single Black Rosy-Finch among mobs of Brown-capped Rosy-Finches and two 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches. A single Sage Thrasher huddled in a bare tree next to some rosy-finches 
seemed slightly out of place. After our success in Crested Butte our minds turned back to chickens and a 
longer visit to Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP netted us four Dusky Grouse, including a displaying male all 
puffed up by the side of the road (he definitely had our attention). A close Golden Eagle, calling Spotted 

5 



Towhees, and Fox “Slate-colored” Sparrow were all icing on the the cake. A short side trip to Blue Mesa held 
three Barrow’s Goldeneyes among many Common Goldeneyes. 
 

 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finches 

 

 
Displaying Dusky Grouse 
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Day 7 (04/12/2017): Colorado NM, Coal Canyon, and drive to Craig 
 
Our day started with clear, sunny weather and a singing Juniper Titmouse. We then explored the viewpoints of 
the dramatic sandstone cliffs of the Colorado National Monument, one of the most scenic stops along a route 
packed with dramatic vistas. A Bewick’s Wren chattered excitedly from the top of a pinyon and a Canyon Wren 
eventually flew in close and perched on the rim of the gorge. Just beyond the park boundaries we scoped a 
bouncing Rock Wren and also located several Gambel’s Quail that called atop fence posts and low trees, 
another quail species in the bag. We hurried to Coal Canyon and after about five minutes of searching found a 
pair of Chukars, due to Linda’s excellent spotting. Later, Gary found us three more with one scoped as it stood 
on the edge of a rock ledge. The Black-throated Sparrows sat up and sang while being admired in the scopes. 
En route to Craig we saw several Golden Eagles, added Sandhill Crane to the trip list, and were surprised to 
see a badger among a Wyoming ground squirrel colony. The badger was furiously digging as we watched it in 
the scope for several minutes. A delicious dinner capped off another incredible day. 
 

 
Distant Chukar 

 
Day 8 (04/13/2017): Lek near Craig and drive to Walden via the Yampa River Valley 
 
A bit of replanning was required since the Sharp-tailed Grouse were not behaving properly at their regular lek. 
Luckily we made the right decision and eventually scoped dancing males and then several birds sitting up in 
bushes lit up by the rising sun. Everybody was happy with the views they got. In addition, two porcupines with 
one wandering past very close were a highlight. Driving towards Walden we stopped at Rabbit Ears Pass 
where we found the only Brown Creeper and Red-breasted Nuthatch of the trip among Pine Siskins, Red 
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Crossbills, and Cassin’s Finches. We arrived in Walden with time to spare and visited the Walden Reservoir 
which was packed with Redheads, Canvasbacks, Buffleheads, Ring-necked Ducks, and Lesser Scaups. On 
the islands California Gulls and American White Pelicans were setting up for the breeding season with 
snoozing American Avocets nearby. A small group of Yellow-headed Blackbirds added a splash of color. We 
took a well-deserved break before heading out to the lek area to check things out for the following morning. 
 
Day 9 (04/14/2017): Walden Greater Sage-Grouse Lek, Moose Visitor Center State Forest and drive to Denver 
via Genesee Park 
 
A pre-dawn start got us to the Greater Sage-Grouse lek just in time and males were already calling and 
displaying in the dark. We witnessed an unbelievable spectacle of more than fifty Greater Sage-Grouse 
booming, tail-spreading, and even fighting. Unfortunately, the show was cut short when a juvenile Golden 
Eagle decided to make a close pass, coming right across the lek. Of course all the grouse scattered 
immediately. We trekked back to Walden for a scrumptious breakfast at the Moose Creek cafe and then 
saddled up for the short drive to Moose Visitor Center. The warm, sunny weather meant that feeder activity 
was slow, but we found a sharp looking Red-naped Sapsucker in the woods nearby. A short stop at Genesee 
Mountain Park en route to Denver gave us a chance to say goodbye to some of the Rocky Mountains 
specialties we had become accustomed to and a fantastic scope view of Pygmy Nuthatches topped off the final 
day. 
 
Day 10 (04/15/2017): Flights home 
 

 
Gambel’s Quail 
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High Lonesome BirdTours Colorado Grouse Trip 2017 
 

1. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - abundant thought the trip  
2. Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) - briefly near Holbrook Reservoir and a pair seen well Yampa River Valley near Craig 
3. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - common on the various reservoirs and lakes we visited 
4. American Wigeon (Anas americana) - common on the various reservoirs and lakes we visited 
5. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - abundant throughout the trip  
6. Blue-winged Teal (Anas discors) - uncommon seen in flooded field near Dodge City Kansas, few sites in Colorado 
7. Cinnamon Teal (Anas cyanoptera) - seen in reservoirs in the eastern portion and especially common in the west  
8. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - common  
9. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - seen in flooded fields in Kansas and again at Walden Reservoir in Colorado  
10. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - fairly common  
11. Canvasback (Aythya valisineria) - several pairs were seen very well at Walden Reservoir  
12. Redhead (Aythya americana) - seen at Bonny Reservoir, Cheraw Lake and many at Walden Reservoir  
13. Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - pair along 20 Mile Road south of Hayden and many at Walden Reservoir 
14. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - common on larger reservoirs and lakes  
15. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - uncommon but good views on Walden Reservoir 
16. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - sizable flock on Blue Mesa and briefly Windy Gap Reservoirs 
17. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - three birds among Common Goldeneyes on Blue Mesa Reservoir 
18. Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - common especially on western lakes, river and reservoirs  
19. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - seen briefly on Blue Mesa Reservoir  
20. Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - large numbers on Cheraw Lake 
21. Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) - great views along Swallows Rd. near Pueblo, including a covey of 7 birds 
22. Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - perched in a tree and calling near Colorado National Monument 
23. Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - scope views of a bird calling on the roof! at Bledsoe Ranch 
24. Chukar (Alectoris chukar) - scope views and close binocular views of at least 5 birds in Coal Canyon 
25. Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) - large numbers this year in the eastern plains with a flock of 20  
26. Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) - we enjoyed 50 birds with displaying males  
27. Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) -  distant we still managed good views of displaying males  
28. White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucura) - it required some effort, but then a male at ten feet! at Loveland Pass  
29. Dusky Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus) - 4 birds including a displaying male at Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 
30. Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus) - half dozen birds, including displays near Craig 
31. Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) - one of the best shows of the trip with 25 birds performing 
32. Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - sightings in riparian corridors of the eastern plains, displaying male at Bonny  
33. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - one on Boyd Lake was the only one of the trip  
34. Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) - we saw many on Cheraw Lake including full breeding plumages 
35. Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) - we had the best views of Boyd Lake and Holbrook Reservoir 
36. Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) - seen distantly on Boyd Lake and great views of a pair on Holbrook 
37. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - common of large lakes and reservoirs  
38. American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) - Holbrook Reservoir and Walden Reservoir 
39. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - we managed at least one each day, often just flying over 
40. Great Egret (Ardea alba) - flyovers at Pawnee National Grassland and en route back to Denver  
41. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - seen by some 
42. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - common throughout 
43. Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - seen en route to Grand Junction and again by all in the Yampa River valley 
44. Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - first seen Pawnee National Grasslands and then common in the west 
45. Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) - fairly common 
46. Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) - rare with the best sighting at stateline coming back from Kansas 
47. Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - several sightings, including one with dead ECDO en route to Pawnee  
48. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - several sightings including active nest in Yampa River valley 
49. Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - throughout, but two dozen birds sitting in one field were noteworthy 
50. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - the most common raptor 
51. Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - one female seen very well along Hwy. 385 
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52. Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) - a distant juvenile along Hwy. 385 was the only one of the trip 
53. American Coot (Fulica americana) - common on lakes and reservoirs 
54. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - several seen around Craig 
55. Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - three birds at Cheraw Lake 
56. American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - best seen at Walden Reservoir 
57. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - common 
58. Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) - a pair was scoped nicely Pawnee National Grasslands 
59. Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) - flyover near Walden as we returned from the lek 
60. Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - single bird in flooded field Kansas  
61. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - single bird in flooded field Kansas 
62. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - a dozen birds at Verhoeff and two standing by the road (?) near Walden 
63. Wilson’s Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) - two birds at Walden Reservoir were a bit on the early side  
64. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - regular sightings, including Boyd Lake, Bonny Reservoir 
65. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - Holbrook Reservoir  
66. California Gull (Larus californicus) - many at Walden Reservoir where they nest 
67. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - common in towns 
68. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - abundant 
69. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - uncommon 
70. Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) - first seen with fledge in Ft. Collins, Bledsoe Ranch and on nest rest area 
71. Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) - fighting birds GPCH lek and up to eight on LPCH lek 
72. White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) - nice views at Colorado National Monument 
73. Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) - guide only 
74. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - seen briefly en route 
75. Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) - fantastic scope views near its nesting site in Buena Vista 
76. Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) - a responsive males scopes in State Forest State Park 
77. Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) - briefly seen at rest area and again at feeders in Silverthorne 
78. Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) - best seen at feeders in Silverthorne 
79. American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) - scope views of a male near Monarch Pass 
80. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - common mainly Red-shafted seen with one intergrade noted 
81. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - abundant 
82. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - good views of a soaring bird outside Buena Vista 
83. Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) - three sightings, along Hwy. 385, in Yampa River valley, and along Route 27 
84. Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - fairly common in west 
85. Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - first seen Pawnee National Grassland and then uncommon en route 
86. Gray Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) - great views of a bird in Silverthorne  
87. Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) - common this year, Buena Vista, also Colorado NM and Coal Canyon 
88. Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - common in the mountains  
89. Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - one bird briefly seen at Crow Creek Campground Pawnee National Grassland 
90. Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - a bird scoped nicely Buena Vista 
91. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - abundant 
92. Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) - two flew over the highway between Buena Vista and Monarch Pass 
93. American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - abundant 
94. Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) - one flew briefly past us at Cheraw Lake 
95. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common throughout the mountains and the west 
96. Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - abundant in the eastern grasslands and western steppe 
97. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - Yampa River Preserve and Walden Reservoir  
98. Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - Bledsoe Ranch and Grand Junction  
99. Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - brief views at Cheraw Lake  
100. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - first seen in Silverthorne 
101. Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) - Silverthorne, State Forest Park, Genesee Mountain Park 
102. Juniper Titmouse (Baeolophus ridgwayi) - great views of a calling bird Colorado National Monument 
103. Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) - a close bird in Buena Vista 
104. Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - great views at Rabbit Ears Pass  
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105. White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - seen well at feeders in Silverthorne  
106. Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - first seen in Silverthorne and many in Genesee Mountain Park 
107. Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - good views of a singing bird Rabbit Ears Pass  
108. Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) - scoped just outside of Colorado National Monument 
109. Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - phenomenal views of a  bird singing Shivers Point Colorado NM 
110. Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - singing bird in Colorado National Monument 
111.       American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - we watched a pair dive and plunge into the rapids near Gunnison  
112. Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) - heard only Rabbit Ears Pass  
113. Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) - good views Colorado NM, the only one of the trip 
114. Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) - near Colorado National Monument and again Genesee Mountain Park  
115. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) - common at higher elevations in west  
116. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - common throughout  
117. Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) - one scoped among rosy-finches in Crested Butte, odd location  
118. European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - abundant  
119. Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus) - we saw two singing birds near Pawnee National Grasslands  
120. McCown's Longspur (Rhynchophanes mccownii) - one singing male Pawnee National Grasslands  
121. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - Audubon’s ssp. Seen at Almont Bridge and in Crested Butte 
122. Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - singing bird scoped in Coal Canyon near Grand Junction  
123. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - heard and briefly seen at Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 
124. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - we recorded the Gray-headed, Pink-sided, and Slate-colored ssp. 
125. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - recorded Bledsoe Ranch, Kansas stateline  
126. Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) - common in eastern plains 
127. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - seen very well in thickets near Walden Reservoir 
128. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - seen very well in Black Canyon of the Gunnison NP 
129. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - abundant  
130. Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) - one of the most abundant birds of the trip 
131. Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - Verhoeff, also Kansas and Walden Reservoir  
132. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - common 
133. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - fairly common in the eastern portion 
134. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - first seen on Bledsoe Ranch 
135. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - Silverthorne and Crested Butte feeders 
136. Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) - single bird Crested Butte feeders was seen very well 
137. Brown-capped Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte australis) - dozens Silverthorne and Crested Butte 
138. Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator) - three females seen Silverthorne feeders 
139. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - common 
140. Cassin's Finch (Haemorhous cassinii) - Crested Butte feeders and Rabbit Ears Pass 
141. Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - Crested Butte feeders and Rabbit Ears Pass 
142. Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - common  
143. American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) - Bonny Reservoir 
144. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - common 

 
 
Mammal List: 
 

1. Ord's Kangaroo Rat - seen by some dashing across the dirt road on the Bledsoe Cattle Company property 
2. Gunnison's Prairie Dog - several seen in the Gunnison Basin, identified mainly by range 
3. White-tailed Prairie Dog - seen en route in western Colorado 
4. Black-tailed Prairie Dog - the common prairie dog in eastern Colorado, many colonies seen 
5. Yellow-bellied Marmot - best seen on the train tracks 
6. Eastern Fox Squirrel - in the east 
7. Wyoming Ground Squirrel - seen in the Craig and Walden area 
8. Golden-mantled Ground Squirrel - we had good views of this colorful squirrel at Black Canyon and State Forest 
9. Rock Squirrel - first noted at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 

11 



10. Least Chipmunk - seen in several locations, a small chipmunk 
11. Colorado Chipmunk - one a Moose Visitor Center 
12. Desert Cottontail - a few seen in eastern Colorado 
13. Mountain Cottontail - one or two at higher elevations 
14. Black-tailed Jackrabbit - many near Garden City Kansas 
15. Red Fox - seen by some en route to Crested Butte 
16. Coyote - only one or two seen en route 
17. Pronghorn - first seen on the Pawnee Grasslands, North America's fastest land animal 
18. Elk -  seen near the Sharp-tailed Grouse lek  
19. Mule Deer - commonly seen en route 
20. Moose - two seen while driving back to Walden and two very close at State Forest 
21. Badger - a mammal highlight, seen very well near Craig 
22. Porcupine - up to two seen near Hayden 
23. Muskrat - seen by some at Verhoeff Reservoir 

 

 
Badger 
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A happy group on Loveland Pass after a close encounter with a White-tailed Ptarmigan 
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