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The 2016 High Lonesome Bird Tours Colorado Grouse trip was 100% successful with
good to excellent views of every possible grouse and quail species for all participants.
We enjoyed the flamboyant displays of 
Greater SageGrouse 
(photo below), witnessed
the fierce skirmishes of male 
Greater PrairieChickens 
(photo above low right), and
saw the comical dance of 
Sharptailed Grouse 
(photo above low left). We were also
fortunate to see two of North America's rarest grouse, the Gunnison SageGrouse and
Lesser PrairieChicken, observing both species displaying, although at some distance.
In Colorado's high country we watched Dusky Grouse display at dusk and located a pair
of tame Whitetailed Ptarmigan in the snow at Loveland Pass. In the drier canyons of
western Colorado we tracked down the introduced Chukar and had no problem finding
Northern Bobwhite, 
Scaled Quail
, Ringnecked Pheasant, and Wild Turkey in the
eastern part of the state for the complete sweep of the "chickens". Of course, the
gallinaceous species were not the only birds we saw and some of the other highlights
that come to mind were all three species of rosyfinches studied in the scope, close
Juniper Titmouse, colorful Evening Grosbeaks, a displaying Mountain Plover on the
plains, and Burrowing Owls peeking from their holes.
Colorado is also a great place for corvids and we saw every possible species most
notably powderblue Pinyon Jays, coldloving Gray Jays, garrulus Stellar's Jays, and the
“Woodhouse's” subspecies of Western ScrubJay. We also had a small group of
Chihuahuan Ravens in addition to the more widespread Common Ravens and
Blackbilled Magpies. The group also observed many woodpeckers with Lewis's at the
nest, American Threetoed, and Williamson's Sapsucker being favorites.
We covered more than 2300 miles of everchanging landscapes, ranging from dramatic
mountain peaks still blanketed in heavy snow, through steep canyons and on to vast
prairies of yellowed grass. Some of the most spectacular natural wonders we saw
included the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, the rugged Rockies, and red cliffs of the
Colorado National Monument.
This trip also holds many mammals and we studied no less than 22 species with Elk,
Pronghorn, and Bighorn Sheep being the more impressive, but the group also enjoyed
the various squirrel and prairiedog species, especially the latter of which we were able
to see three species as we crisscrossed the state. Best of all, we had phenomenal
weather with almost no precipitation and relatively warm temperatures during the trip. I
know every person in the group enjoyed themselves immensely and so did I. We all
share some incredible memories of the "chicken" sunrises, elaborate displays, and good
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stories on the sometimes long road. Good birding to all of you and I hope we can do it
all again on another trip. Sincerely, Stephan.

Day 1 April 7th Airport, Denver to Ft. Collins via Boyd Lake
Every person arrived on time and we managed to leave thirty minutes early. Our route
took us north towards Ft. Collins and we made a brief birding stop at Boyd Lake. Here
we added the first birds, including Eared, Horned, and Western grebes plus Mallard and
Canada Geese, both of which we would encounter daily throughout the trip. As we
continued towards Ft. Collins we glimpsed a few Ringbilled and single Franklin's gulls
in a roadside pond. After checking into our comfortable accommodations we enjoyed
our first dinner together, giving the ten participants time to get to know each other.
Day 2 April 8th Pawnee National Grasslands in the morning and then drive to
Silverthorne with a stop at Genesee Mountain Park outside of Denver
We departed our hotel after an early breakfast, heading towards the vast expanses of
the Pawnee National Grasslands. This area of rolling shortgrass prairie is wellknown
for longspurs and other grassland species. We stopped at Crow Creek Campground
and Picnic area and added our first Northern Flicker, ubiquitous American Robins, and
Loggerhead Shrike. Once we reached the grasslands proper it didn't take us long to
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hear and then see our first McCown's Longspur. We studied the bird well in the scope
and it even performed a few abbreviated flight displays. As a welcome bonus a
Ferruginous Hawk flew right over us.
The rest of the morning was filled with masses of Horned Larks and Western
Meadowlarks, but Mountain Plovers and Chestnutcollared Longspurs had to wait for a
later date during the trip. A distant Prairie Falcon caused some excitement, but overall
the prairie was fairly quiet. We enjoyed watching several pronghorns as they raced
across the open landscape. Unlike deer these ungulates do not tend to jump over
fences and we watched them crawl underneath at close distance.
We drove first south and then west along I 70, aiming for the proper Rockies. Outside of
Denver we stopped at Genesee Mountain Park and after the relatively quiet grasslands
bumped into a veritable storm of birds. As soon as we stepped from the vehicles we
could hear Red Crossbills and Cassin's Finches everywhere, both species were quickly
tracked down for scope views. The crossbills and finches even came to the ground to
feed in plain sight where they were joined by Darkeyed Juncos (Grayheaded,
Slatecolored, and Pinksided subspecies). The immediate pines held mobs of 
Pygmy
Nuthatches
and a few bold Mountain Chickadees.
Our main target here was Williamson's Sapsucker and Frank found a female for us and
after stalking the bird to get everybody views we realized they were two females. Later
we located a close male, completing the experience and I am always amazed how
inconspicuous this species can be. We added Whitebreasted and Redbreasted
nuthatches for a threenuthatch day and enjoyed further views of Red Crossbills and
Cassin's Finches that came to bathe in a puddle. We continued and after an early
dinner arrived in Silverthorne satiated with birds and a delicious meal.
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Day 3 April 9th Loveland Pass, Silverthorne area, Buena Vista and Monarch Pass to
Gunnison
After an early breakfast we departed quickly with our sights set on Loveland Pass. We
couldn’t have hoped for better conditions and, although cold, the air was clear without
much wind. We set out to find our first “chicken” of the trip, the sometimes difficult
Whitetailed Ptarmigan
and lucked into it almost immediately thanks to Debbie’s great
spotting. In fact, a pair was foraging close to the road, feeding on willow buds while
walking on the snow. Twenty minutes later we were retracing our route towards
Silverthorne and in a neighborhood we managed to find a large flock of rosyfinches that
contained all three species. Both subspecies of Graycrowned were promptly studied in
the scope and after some patient waiting we scoped a cooperative Black RosyFinch.
After such a successful morning we were looking forward to what the afternoon would
hold. In Buena Vista Lewis’s Woodpecker was found near its nest and a bonus
Rednaped Sapsucker appeared. We scoured the outskirts of Buena Vista and first
located a Western ScrubJay and moments later saw a small group of 
Pinyon Jays
(photo next page), the main target here. We still had some driving to do and headed
south and then west towards Gunnison. En route we stopped at Monarch Pass to
stretch and check on the gift shop, fortuitously we found a pair of American Threetoed
Woodpeckers in the parking lot (nice find Frank and co). We gathered the group quickly
and eventually had close scope views of the male, a great species to see so well.
Happy with all the quality birds of the day we checked into our comfortable
accommodations in Gunnison and enjoyed another great Italian dinner.
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Day 4 April 10th Waunita Hot Springs road, Almont bridge, and Black Canyon of the
Gunnison
This was one of the earliest starts yet and we drove predawn towards the lek along
Waunita Hot Springs road. We had an appointment with one of the rarest birds in North
America, the endangered Gunnison SageGrouse, a species now mainly restricted to a
small area in Colorado. We waited patiently until sunrise and were rewarded with nearly
two hours of displaying birds. Although they were on a distant ridge, in the scope we
could see some of the distinct field marks and our photographers even managed some
distant record shots. We were fortunate that the birds were not disturbed by any
predators during the entire morning. Our first Roughlegged Hawk also flew in front of
the blind.
Before leaving the Gunnison area we stopped at Almont bridge were Forrest found the
American Dipper in less than thirty seconds, what a fantastic view. The rest of the day
we birded in the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park and despite birding right
through lunch into the late afternoon we could not find any Dusky Grouse. We did see
Golden Eagles, Prairie Falcon, Clark’s Nutcracker, Townsend’s Solitaire, Blackcapped
Chickadees, and Spotted Towhees. Of course we made several stops along the scenic
lookouts to gawk at this natural wonder. The weather held again throughout the day and
it was almost hot. We continued the long drive towards Grand Junction where we spent
the night.
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Day 5 April 11th Colorado National Monument, Coal Canyon and roads outside of Craig
It promised to be another brilliant day and we drove out of town into Colorado National
Monument. One the main targets was the localized 
Juniper Titmouse
and Forrest
knew just the spot, the bird came in for close views after a few minutes, great stuff! For
the rest of the morning the dramatic red cliffs and vistas competed with the birds of this
national monument, but we added Rock and Bewick’s wrens to the trip list and watched
Whitethroated Swifts perform their aerial maneuvers right at eyelevel. A quick drive
through a neighborhood just outside the monument added the expected Gambel’s Quail
calling from atop brush and a flock of Whitecrowned Sparrows was mobbing a feeder,
competing with the Whitetailed Antelope Squirrels.
Turning into Coal Creek canyon the first Northern Mockingbird of the trip flew in and
moments later I spotted a Chukar next to the road for pointblank views. The bird didn’t
like the exposure and quickly ran down a dry creekbed, but with some persistence we
eventually got everyone on at least one pair of Chukars, even obtaining good scope
views. The Blackthroated Sparrows that came close were also a crowd pleaser.
After our arrival in Craig we scouted the lek areas for the following morning outside of
town and a wetland area kept us busy with many ducks, including gorgeous Cinnamon
Teal and two male Yellowheaded Blackbirds added color to the landscape.
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Day 6 April 12th Lek area outside of Craig, Rabbit Ears Pass, and Walden Reservoir
The birds just kept falling into place flawlessly and our vigil at dawn was rewarded with
two Dusky Grouse, one of which was displaying in the low light. Fortunately all of us
managed to see the birds before they wandered back into the woods. We raced over to
the Sharptailed Grouse lek and the birds were already waiting for us. We watched for
nearly an hour as some birds wandered close to the road, a few performed short
displays while chasing each other, and one bird decided to perch in a bush less than 10
feet from the van for great photo opportunities, another perfect morning!
A brief stop at Rabbit Ears Pass yielded the hoped for Gray Jays and one bird perched
in the open for long scope views. Before calling it a day we drove to Walden Reservoir
adding many waterfowl, most notably Redheads and Canvasbacks, plus California
Gulls. After a long but successful day, we retired happily to our accommodations in
Walden.

Open spaces near Craig provide habitat for Dusky and Sharptailed Grouse
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Day 7 April 13th Greater SageGrouse lek, Moose Visitor Center, and Pawnee
Grasslands
This was going to be a long day, but we started early in anticipation of the 
Greater
SageGrouse
. For many, including me, the morning’s show was one of the best of the
trip. As the sun slowly illuminated the sagebrush flats we could first make out the
shapes of many birds and then, with perfect light streaming across the eastern hills,
realized that they were more than 100 Greater SageGrouse. Most males were in full
display, puffing their chests and booming with dozens of females watching. Some birds
wandered within a few feet of the vehicles and binoculars were not needed to watch
these large birds perform. It was difficult to leave what had been one of the best
mornings so far, but eventually we had to since we had a long drive ahead. We did pick
up Sage Thrasher on the way out with two or three singing birds scoped.
Before ascending the mountains again to go across Cameron Pass we stopped at
Moose Visitor Center to check the feeders. We lucked into three Evening Grosbeaks
among the Darkeyed Juncos and Mountain Chickadees. The drive across Cameron
Pass was easy with perfect weather and we soon wound back down through the
gorgeous Poudre Canyon where we stopped for some roadside Bighorn Sheep.
Time was short since we had to be in Wray by five, but we couldn’t give up on the
Chestnutcollared Longspurs. A quick stop south of the Pawnee National Grasslands
got us onto four singing males and although they were distant it was another life bird for
many. We made it on time to Wray and were able to see our first Greater
PrairieChickens that evening, plus Burrowing Owls and a Ringnecked Pheasant. We
retired early for another early start.
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Day 8 April 14th Bledsoe Cattle Company and Adobe Creek Reservoir
Although we may have thought that the performance the previous morning could not be
topped, the dancing and fighting of the 
Greater PrairieChickens
we enjoyed for nearly
two hours earned it the 
Bird of the Trip
! The weather was again perfect, the air still and
clear, and we could really enjoy the booming and dancing of 30+ Greater
PrairieChickens. On the way out we found a covey of Northern Bobwhites and a
perched Greathorned Owl. We were still on track for a clean sweep of the “chickens”.
In the afternoon we drove south towards Lamar, but stopped in the Adobe Creek
Reservoir area to look for the declining Mountain Plover. Lakes and reservoirs here held
many waterfowl and shorebirds and the first plovers we added were a pair of Snowy.
Eventually we located a single Mountain Plover (good spotting Julio) and after we had
great scope views of the bird on the ground, it flew right past the photographers and
launched into a brief display flight! We were not quite done yet and Forrest knew the
right spot to find some Chihuahuan Ravens, a lifer for some in the group. Having
cleaned up in the area we headed for Lamar and some wellearned rest.
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Day 9 April 15th Lesser PrairieChicken lek, Holbrook Reservoir, Cheraw Lake,
Swallows Rd.
Fred took us out in his famous school bus to the prairiechicken lek at a very early hour.
As dawn slowly came, I was relieved to finally hear the distinct cackle of a 
Lesser
PrairieChicken
, a seriously imperiled species. It took another fifteen minutes for the
light to improve until we saw the bird and likely a second bird nearby. Fortunately,
despite a Northern Harrier flushing the bird once, the male stayed, dancing on and off,
for nearly two hours. The views were distant, but in the scope we could see the different
colored air sac and the bird also seemed to perform more “jumping displays”. Happy,
but with some concern as what is going to happen with the species, we went for a
delicious rancher’s breakfast.
Only a few target birds remained and a stop at Holbrook Reservoir got us a pair of
Clark’s Grebes spotted by Forrest among hundreds of Western Grebes. Nearby Lake
Cheraw held our only Bluewinged Teals and Bufflehead of the trip. We continued
through Pueblo to Swallows Rd. to look for Scaled Quail, our last possible quail of the
trip. Near the end of the road Renee spotted two and the birds obliged with one sitting
on a fence for a long time. We also managed to find the Curvebilled Thrasher and
added Canyon Towhees as a bonus here. We drove back to Denver and settled for an
early dinner. After finishing the final checklist we went to get some wellearned sleep.
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Day 10 April 16th an extra day in Denver due to weather delaying flights home

Graycrowned and Browncapped RosyFinches

Total Bird List with notes:
Snow Goose (
Chen caerulescens
)  a few small groups and singles seen in fields and reservoirs in
eastern Colorado
2. Canada Goose (
Branta canadensis) daily sightings
3. Gadwall (
Anas strepera
)  scattered sightings on many lakes and reservoirs
4. American Wigeon (
Anas americana
)  seen towards the end of the trip on playa lake (Long Lake)
near Adobe Creek Reservoir and Lake Cheraw
5. Mallard (
Anas platyrhynchos
)  daily sightings
6. Bluewinged Teal (
Anas discors) Lake Cheraw held a few small flocks
7. Cinnamon Teal (
Anas cyanoptera) this beautiful duck with the males in full breeding plumage was
first seen on lakes near the Sharptailed Grouse lek with many additional sightings later in the trip
8. Northern Shoveler (
Anas clypeata
)  we finally caught up with many on the playa lake near Adobe
Creek Reservoir, many on Holbrook Reservoir also
9. Northern Pintail (
Anas acuta) first seen at a distance at Walden Reservoir with some more
sightings later in the trip
10. Greenwinged Teal (
Anas crecca
)  common on larger lakes and reservoirs
11. Canvasback (
Aythya valisineria
)  the small pond near Walden Reservoir held several birds for
close comparison with the below species
1.
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12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.

32.
33.
34.
35.

Redhead (
Aythya americana
)  small pond near Walden Reservoir and a few later in the trip
Ringnecked Duck (
Aythya collaris) a single male seen on lake near Sharptailed Grouse lek
Lesser Scaup (
Aythya affinis
)  two or three birds on the pond near Walden Reservoir
Bufflehead (
Bucephala albeola
)  a single female on Lake Cheraw was the only one of the trip
Hooded Merganser (
Lophodytes cucullatus) two females on Holbrook Reservoir
Common Merganser (
Mergus merganser
)  many seen en route on lakes and small ponds in
western Colorado
Redbreasted Merganser (
Mergus serrator
)  a single female scoped on Holbrook Reservoir
Ruddy Duck (
Oxyura jamaicensis) large groups on playa lake near Adobe Creek Reservoir and
Lake Cheraw
Scaled Quail (
Callipepla squamata
)  we finally tracked down two birds on Swallows Rd. near
Pueblo and one sat on a fence post for a long time allowing excellent views and photos, a covey of
four crossed an open area as we left, a great bird to catch up with and good spotting by Renee
Gambel's Quail (
Callipepla gambelii
)  obvious in the small neighborhood near Colorado National
Monument with calling birds perched in bushes
Northern Bobwhite (
Colinus virginianus
)  we found a small covey after hearing birds calling in the
distance on the Bledsoe Cattle Company property, we had great views of at least four birds
Chukar (
Alectoris chukar
)  great views of this introduced partridge in Coal Creek Canyon, we all
eventually managed to see them as they moved up the slope
Ringnecked Pheasant (
Phasianus colchicus
)  scattered sightings near Wray along the roadsides
Greater SageGrouse (
Centrocercus urophasianus
)  we couldn´t have asked for more as we
watched 100+ birds perform their ageold breeding ritual on a lek near Walden, the weather was
perfect and we sat in awe as we heard and observed what must be one of the finest displays of any
bird in North America
Gunnison SageGrouse (
Centrocercus minimus
)  the birds were distant on their traditional lek near
Gunnison, but we were able to enjoy their display through the scopes for at least 2 hours without
disturbance, the vigorous head shaking and tail quivering was obvious even at a distance
Whitetailed Ptarmigan (
Lagopus leucura) Loveland Pass, five minutes and we had a pair in the
scope, the pair was extremely cooperative as they nibbled on willow buds close to the road, a big
thanks to Debbie from us and the group for spotting these white birds in the snow
Dusky Grouse (
Dendragapus obscurus
)  it was still dark when two birds flew into the road near
Walden, but we managed to see one male display and some of us got photos, always a tricky bird
and we were relieved that everybody got to see them
Sharptailed Grouse (
Tympanuchus phasianellus
)  we enjoyed their comical displays for an hour
near Walden with some birds chasing each other and a few coming close to the road, we also had a
bird perched in a bush just ten feet from the van
Greater PrairieChicken (
Tympanuchus cupido
)  voted the bird of the trip! the weather, perfect
light, and nonstop dancing and fighting was difficult to beat
Lesser PrairieChicken (
Tympanuchus pallidicinctus
)  it was difficult this year but we fortunately
had one male, although distant, that danced on and off for about two hours, one of the rarest
breeding birds in North America
Wild Turkey (
Meleagris gallopavo
)  roadside sightings in eastern Colorado
Common Loon (
Gavia immer
)  a single on Boyd Lake during the first day was the only one
Horned Grebe (
Podiceps auritus
)  there were many on Boyd Lake
Eared Grebe (
Podiceps nigricollis
)  a few on Boyd Lake and various other lakes and reservoirs
later in the trip
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36. Western Grebe (
Aechmophorus occidentalis
)  the most common grebe of the trip with sightings on
various lakes and reservoirs and hundreds on Holbrook Reservoir, some of us even witnessed their
unique courtship display with pair simultaneously running along the water
37. Clark's Grebe (
Aechmophorus clarkii
)  we picked out at least one pair on Holbrook Reservoir, the
birds were close showing the different bill color, amount of white clearly compared to the former
species, the pair was clearly engaged in courtship
38. Doublecrested Cormorant (
Phalacrocorax auritus
)  Boyd Lake, Walden Reservoir and other lakes
and reservoirs
39. American White Pelican (
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
)  many sightings en route and at larger lakes
and reservoirs, we even spotted some circling birds during lunch at a Subway
40. Great Blue Heron (
Ardea herodias
)  almost daily
41. Whitefaced Ibis (
Plegadis chihi
)  two birds flying across a wetland while we were driving during the
final day of the tour
42. Turkey Vulture (
Cathartes aura
)  almost daily
43. Osprey (
Pandion haliaetus
)  several sightings while driving and seen well at Holbrook Reservoir
44. Golden Eagle (
Aquila chrysaetos
)  after scanning the skies for two days without any luck we saw
several in the Gunnison area with close views at Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park
45. Northern Harrier (
Circus cyaneus
)  one dared to flush our single Lesser PrairieChicken, but the
brave chicken came back, we saw this species on nearly half the days of the tour coursing above
vast grasslands
46. Sharpshinned Hawk (
Accipiter striatus
)  quick flyover at Genesee Mountain Park
47. Cooper's Hawk (
Accipiter cooperii
)  only one sighting as a bird flew over in the Rockies
48. Bald Eagle (
Haliaeetus leucocephalu
s)  seen two or three times mainly from the vehicles while en
route
49. Swainson's Hawk (
Buteo swainsoni) daily sightings
50. Redtailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)  daily sightings
51. Roughlegged Hawk (
Buteo lagopus) first seen perched from the blind at the Gunnison
SageGrouse lek and a few more in the Walden area where one bird paralleled our van as we were
driving for great views of this elegant Buteo
52. Ferruginous Hawk (
Buteo regalis) surprisingly only one bird, but it came right over our heads at
the Pawnee National Grasslands
53. American Coot (
Fulica americana
)  seen on several lakes and reservoirs
54. Sandhill Crane (
Grus canadensis) a few seen en route with a pair scoped nicely at the lake near
the Sharptailed Grouse lek
55. Blacknecked Stilt (
Himantopus mexicanus
)  seen and Holbrook Reservoir and Cheraw Lake
56. American Avocet (
Recurvirostra americana) first seen en route in a small roadside wetland, the
birds were stunning with full breeding plumage
57. Blackbellied Plover (
Pluvialis squatarola) seen at a distance on the playa lake near Adobe Creek
Reservoir
58. Snowy Plover (
Charadrius nivosus
)  a pair at Long Lake near Adobe Creek Reservoir
59. Killdeer (
Charadrius vociferus
)  daily sightings
60. Mountain Plover (
Charadrius montanus
)  we found a bird at Adobe Creek Reservoir, it showed well
on the ground and then flew right past the photographers launching into a brief flight display
61. Marbled Godwit (
Limosa fedoa) a dozen seen across the playa lake near Adobe Creek Reservoir
62. Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii)  a small group of these longdistance migrants seen near Adobe
Creek Reservoir
63. Longbilled Dowitcher (
Limnodromus scolopaceus
)  a single in a roadside wetland en route was
the only one
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64. Wilson's Snipe (
Gallinago delicata
)  same roadside wetland as previous species and we also heard
it displaying at dawn at the Gunnison SageGrouse lek
65. Bonaparte's Gull (
Chroicocephalus philadelphia) many at Holbrook Reservoir were in full breeding
plumage with black hoods and distinct white leading edge to the wing
66. Franklin's Gull (
Leucophaeus pipixcan
)  one seen briefly en route on day one, but we studied them
well near Adobe Creek Reservoir and Holbrook Reservoir with many birds showing the distinct pink
breast, a beautiful gull of the interior
67. Ringbilled Gull (
Larus delawarensis
)  mostly seen on lakes and reservoirs in eastern Colorado
68. California Gull (
Larus californicus
)  many distant birds scoped at Walden Reservoir (which was
mostly still frozen), this species breeds here
69. Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) (Columba livia (Feral Pigeon))  daily sightings
70. Eurasian CollaredDove (
Streptopelia decaocto) daily sightings of this introduced species which
has spread rapidly north during the past decade
71. Mourning Dove (
Zenaida macroura
)  most common in southeastern Colorado where seen regularly
72. Great Horned Owl (
Bubo virginianus) heard predawn at the Gunnison SageGrouse lek and one
seen perched in an open tree at Bledsoe Cattle Company property
73. Burrowing Owl (
Athene cunicularia
)  first seen at Pawnee National Grasslands and two pairs were
in the middle of the Greater PrairieChicken lek, this species is closely associated with prairie dog
towns
74. Whitethroated Swift (
Aeronautes saxatalis) some of the best views I have ever had of this fast
flyer as we watched three or four zip around in front of the dramatic red walls of Colorado National
Monument at eyelevel
75. Lewis's Woodpecker (
Melanerpes lewis) we found at least three birds in Buena Vista with one
sticking its head out from a nesting cavity, one of North America's most striking woodpeckers
76. Williamson's Sapsucker (
Sphyrapicus thyroideus
)  we located two females and one stunning male
at Genesee Mountain Park outside of Denver and this species was the bird of the trip for some, no
wonder when we had the male at less than twenty feet
77. Rednaped Sapsucker (
Sphyrapicus nuchalis
)  first seen in Buena Vista where it was a nice
addition to the Lewis's and again seen briefly at the Moose Visitor Center
78. Downy Woodpecker (
Picoides pubescens) seen in scattered locations and sometimes near bird
feeders
79. Hairy Woodpecker (
Picoides villosus) a few sightings, often in the same area s previous species,
first noted at Genesee Mountain Park
80. American Threetoed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis)  we had great luck with this species when
Frank noticed them at Monarch Pass, we first saw the female and then the beautiful male, after we
had collected the whole group (a bit of a challenge with the gift shop nearby) the male flew in again
very close for fantastic scope views, a scarce woodpecker and always a treat to see so well
81. Northern Flicker (
Colaptes auratus) nearly daily sightings, we only noted the "redshafted"
subspecies
82. American Kestrel (
Falco sparverius
)  almost daily sightings
83. Prairie Falcon 
(Falco mexicanus) seen distantly at the Pawnee National Grasslands and the group
saw it again at Black Canyon of the Gunnison
84. Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya)  we were surprised to not see any during the beginning of the trip
and then the species was common in southeastern Colorado
85. Loggerhead Shrike (
Lanius ludovicianus
)  occasional sightings in open grasslands
86. Gray Jay (
Perisoreus canadensis) we found a pair at Rabbit Ears Pass (west) and one bird stayed
around long enough for walk away scope views
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87. Pinyon Jay (
Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus
)  we first found two, then three, four, five of this nomadic
species outside of Buena Vista and had great views and photo opportunities in good light
88. Steller's Jay (
Cyanocitta stelleri) seen at higher elevations in various places
89. Blue Jay (
Cyanocitta cristata
)  a single seen in far southeastern Colorado
90. Western ScrubJay (
Aphelocoma californica) we first noted this species outside Buena Vista and
again at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, this interior subspecies known as “Woodhouse's” is a
potential split from the coastal form further west, it is plainer and smaller overall and also not as bold
as the other subspecies, the current issue of Birding Magazine has an article on scrubjays
91. Blackbilled Magpie (
Pica hudsonia
)  almost daily mainly seen en route in fields and on fence
posts, in my opinion a beautiful species, but somewhat ignored since it is so common
92. Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana)  a single flew by high above the Black Canyon of the
Gunnison, most in the group got on it and saw the distinct white wing patches
93. American Crow (
Corvus brachyrhynchos
)  almost daily sightings
94. Chihuahuan Raven (
Corvus cryptoleucus) we found six birds along a side road near Adobe Creek
Reservoir and saw the distinct neck feathers and bristles, their calls are also higher pitched and less
hoarse
95. Common Raven (
Corvus corax
)  common in the mountains
96. Horned Lark (
Eremophila alpestris
)  abundant in the grasslands, especially at Pawnee National
Grasslands where we saw dozens
97. Tree Swallow (
Tachycineta bicolor
)  two or three sightings mainly en route and only seen by some
98. Blackcapped Chickadee (
Poecile atricapillus) first noted at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison
99. Mountain Chickadee (
Poecile gambeli
)  first seen Genesee Park and also close views of several
birds coming to the feeders at Moose Visitor Center Colorado State Forest
100.
Juniper Titmouse (
Baeolophus ridgwayi
)  after some wait a bird finally came in very close at
Colorado National Monument, due to the quiet twittering calls and wing fluttering behavior I think it
was a female
101.
Redbreasted Nuthatch (
Sitta canadensis) one seen briefly at Genesee Mountain Park
102.
Whitebreasted Nuthatch (
Sitta carolinensis) also seen at Genesee Mountain Park and we
studied it long enough to see the distinctive dark flanks of this interior subspecies
103.
Pygmy Nuthatch (
Sitta pygmaea
)  many at Genesee Mountain Park to give us a three nuthatch
day and also seen in Silverthorne
104.
Rock Wren (
Salpinctes obsoletus) a pair of these active wrens came in as we were looking for
Canyon Wrens at Colorado National Monument
105.
Canyon Wren (
Catherpes mexicanus
)  Heard only by some at Colorado National Monument
106.
House Wren (
Troglodytes aedon
)  seen by all in the brush along Holbrook Reservoir
107.
Bewick's Wren (
Thryomanes bewickii
)  seen in the same spot as the Rock Wrens at Colorado
National Monument with one bird perched atop a pinyon, belching forth its song
108.
American Dipper (
Cinclus mexicanus
)  it took about 30 seconds to find when Forrest spotted
the bird at the traditional site near Gunnison, at one point the bird perched on a small rock in the
middle of the river creating the perfect photo opportunity, we also watched it dive a few times
109.
Western Bluebird (
Sialia mexicana
)  occasional sightings in the intermountain valleys
110.
Mountain Bluebird (
Sialia currucoides
)  more common than the previous species with several
beautiful males seen, a female that kept perching on the blank face on a road sign was interesting
to observe, I have no idea what she was doing
111.
Townsend's Solitaire (
Myadestes townsendi) seen at Black Canyon of the Gunnison
112.
American Robin (
Turdus migratorius
)  abundant
113.
Curvebilled Thrasher (
Toxostoma curvirostre
)  a bird showed really well along Swallows Rd.
near Pueblo, perching on a fence post where we could really see the striking eye
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114.
Sage Thrasher (
Oreoscoptes montanus) two or three vocal birds in the sagebrush flats near
Walden with one allowing great scope studies
115.
Northern Mockingbird (
Mimus polyglottos) best seen in Coal Creek Canyon
116.
European Starling (
Sturnus vulgaris) common
117.
American Pipit (
Anthus rubescens) a single bird scoped at the playa lake near Adobe Creek
Reservoir (the playa is also known as Long Lake)
118.
Chestnutcollared Longspur (
Calcarius ornatus
)  we caught up during our second try with a few
distant males that sang from taller grasses just south of the Pawnee National Grasslands, but best
of all we found a small flock along Adobe Creek Reservoir of which a few were in full breeding
plumage allowing excellent scope studies
119.
McCown's Longspur (
Rhynchophanes mccownii
)  several great scope views and a few
displays in the Pawnee National Grasslands
120.
Chipping Sparrow (
Spizella passerina
)  singing birds at the Dusky Grouse spot outside Walden
121.
Blackthroated Sparrow (
Amphispiza bilineata
)  two singing birds allowed close views in Coal
Creek Canyon
122.
Fox Sparrow (
Passerella iliaca) Heard only and maybe briefly glimpsed at Black Canyon of
the Gunnison
123.
Darkeyed Junco (
Junco hyemalis
)  seen in several locations with four subspecies noted
(Pinksided, Oregon, Slatecolored, and Grayheaded) of which the latter was by far the most
common
124.
Whitecrowned Sparrow (
Zonotrichia leucophrys) commonly seen in brushy areas in the
eastern part of the state
125.
Vesper Sparrow (
Pooecetes gramineus) a few seen in the grasslands of the east with some
excellent views near Adobe Creek Reservoir
126.
Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) X singing birds near Almont bridge and Silverthorne
127.
Canyon Towhee (
Melozone fusca
)  a pair in front of the green wheelbarrow along Swallows
Rd. was easy to point out due to the obvious landmark, not always recorded on this tour so a nice
find
128.
Spotted Towhee (
Pipilo maculatus
)  heard and seen first a Black Canyon of the Gunnison
129.
Redwinged Blackbird (
Agelaius phoeniceus) nearly daily sightings
130.
Western Meadowlark (
Sturnella neglecta
)  we enjoyed its distinct and beautiful song almost
daily, the classic bird of the prairies
131.
Yellowheaded Blackbird (
Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) first noted in the wetland near the
Sharptailed Grouse lek and then seen in Walden from the hotel parking lot, the males are one of
the most striking birds in North America
132.
Brewer's Blackbird (
Euphagus cyanocephalus) seen out in open areas
133.
Common Grackle (
Quiscalus quiscula) common mostly en route in eastern Colorado
134.
Greattailed Grackle (
Quiscalus mexicanus) a few noted en route in southeast Colorado
135.
Graycrowned RosyFinch (
Leucosticte tephrocotis) large numbers in Silverthorne where
several coastal Hepburn's were also noted showing the distinct gray cheeks
136.
Black RosyFinch (
Leucosticte atrata) two or three birds noted in the large rosyfinch flock in
Silverthorne of which one was scoped at length giving fantastic views
137.
Browncapped RosyFinch (
Leucosticte australis
)  large flocks moving around Silverthorne
where seen well perched in treetops and coming to feeders
138.
House Finch (
Haemorhous mexicanus
)  the hotel parking lot bird of the trip where heard most
days, best seen coming to feeders along Swallows Rd.
139.
Cassin's Finch (
Haemorhous cassinii) many at Genesee Mountain Park with more sightings
later during the trip in Silverthorne, Colorado National Monument, and Moose Visitor Center
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140.
Red Crossbill (
Loxia curvirostra
)  large numbers at Genesee Mountain Park where we enjoyed
scope views of several flocks, the birds even foraged on the ground and some came to bathe in a
puddle, always a highlight to see so well
141.
Pine Siskin (
Spinus pinus
)  Heard first and then seen at Genesee Mountain Park where they
were mixed in with large numbers of crossbills and finches
142.
American Goldfinch (
Spinus tristis
)  Heard only by some in the group
143.
Evening Grosbeak (
Coccothraustes vespertinus
)  three birds perched in dead trees at the
Moose Visitor Center were scoped nicely and the gorgeous male was appreciated by the group
144.
House Sparrow (
Passer domesticus) daily sightings in towns and around ranches

Bighorn Sheep
Mammal List:
American Beaver  4/11 briefly seen by some in the larger lake along 20 mile road towards the Sharptailed
Grouse lek
Ord's Kangaroo Rat  4/14 seen by some dashing into the middle of the dirt road on the Bledsoe Cattle
Company property
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American Red Squirrel  seen regularly in conifer forest at higher elevations, especially in the vicinity of bird
feeders
Whitetailed Antelope Squirrel  4/11 seen at feeders in small neighborhood near Colorado National
Monument
Gunnison's Prairie Dog  4/10 several seen in the Gunnison Basin, identified mainly by range
Whitetailed Prairie Dog  4/11 seen en route in western Colorado
Blacktailed Prairie Dog  4/07 the common prairie dog in eastern Colorado, many colonies seen
Yellowbellied Marmot  4/11 two seen hanging out on rocks by the river en route to the Dusky Grouse spot
and one sitting in the middle of the road while driving towards Rabbit Ears Pass and some more sightings of
this large rodent en route
Wyoming Ground Squirrel  4/12 seen in the Walden area
Goldenmantled Ground Squirrel  4/10 we had good views of this colorful squirrel at Black Canyon of the
Gunnison National Park
Rock Squirrel  4/10 first noted at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison
Least Chipmunk  seen in several locations, a small chipmunk
Colorado Chipmunk  a few mixed in and likely seen well at Colorado National Monument
Desert Cottontail  a few seen in eastern Colorado
Mountain Cottontail  one or two at higher elevations
Blacktailed Jackrabbit  only seen by some, especially one that took off while we searched for the Mountain
Plover
Red Fox  seen by some en route
Coyote  4/10 one trotted across the valley in front of the Waunita Hot Spring blind while we enjoyed the
displaying Gunnison SageGrouse and another seen en route
Pronghorn  4/08 first seen on the Pawnee Grasslands where a few showed in perfect light and commonly
seen en route in open grasslands, North America's fastest land animal
Elk  4/12 seen near the Sharptailed Grouse lek
Mule Deer  commonly seen en route
Bighorn Sheep  4/13 two groups seen while driving through the Poudre Canyon along Highway 14
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Pronghorns

Cinnamon Teals
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Burrowing Owl

Lewis’s Woodpecker
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