USA - Colorado: Prairie
Chickens, Grouse & More 2022
April 1st - 11th, 2022 (11 days)

White-tailed Ptarmigan by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour Summary
Our 2022 Colorado Grouse Adventure had it all: dramatic landscapes, a bit of rough Rocky Mountain
weather, vast distances, plenty of mammal sightings, and most importantly, we again managed to see
all native grouse and quail species. We started with the first quail outside of Pueblo in the south, where
several Scaled Quail waltzed right up to us and we continued the following morning in Kansas with
two dozen endangered Lesser Prairie-Chickens on an active lek. The prairie-chickens whooped,
cackled, jumped, scampered, and stomped on the shortgrass prairie and a single Greater
Prairie-Chicken even joined the fray, providing excellent opportunities to study the differences between
these two similar species. Returning to the intermountain basins, we ventured to the sagebrush outside
of Gunnison and were treated to a spectacular number of the endangered Gunnison Sage-Grouse. We
enjoyed scope views of displaying males and counted an astounding 70 birds! Near Grand Junction, we
quickly found calling Gambel’s Quail and later added the non-native and sometimes tricky Chukar to
the list. Further north, we enjoyed one of those magical mornings on this tour when we watched
several Sharp-tailed Grouse perform their wing flaring and foot-stomping display on a layer of fresh
snow, and minutes later we bumped into a male Dusky Grouse, a species that has been tricky in recent
years, but this individual walked right up to us. One of the most spectacular leks of this tour lies near
Walden, where we again enjoyed the chest-puffing Greater Sage-Grouse. A Golden Eagle that spooked
the flock added to the drama, but fortunately, the birds returned to continue their ancient dance. We
then traveled east again and witnessed one of the most active displays of the tour, the Greater
Prairie-Chickens that jumped and stomped on the hilly prairie. The final day saw us back in the
mountains where we headed to the highest elevation of the tour at Loveland Pass near 12,000 feet. The
early morning attempt was thwarted by heavy snow, but during a return later in the day, we managed
to reach the pass and despite 30 mph winds, we still found a male White-tailed Ptarmigan that offered
close views. Other highlights included Barrow’s Goldeneye, three very close Mountain Plovers,
numerous Rough-legged Hawks and a stunning Ferruginous Hawk, Williamson’s Sapsucker, Lewis’s
and American Three-toed Woodpeckers, perched Prairie Falcons, Canada, Pinyon, and Woodhouse’s
Scrub-Jays, and many finches, including all three species of rosy-finches. The landscapes, numerous
mammal sightings, and delicious local food added to the memorable experience.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Tour in Detail
We began the tour with a meeting at the Denver Airport and then proceeded south to the famous
Garden of the Gods. Amidst the spectacular sandstone cliffs and towers, we added several excellent
birds including a perched Prairie Falcon and a pair of nesting Great Horned Owls. Just north of Pueblo,
we explored a patch of shortgrass prairie and walked away with very close views of three Mountain
Plovers, a threatened species. Then we enjoyed our first dinner together in Pueblo.
We set out early to explore the foothills west of Pueblo and then headed east in the direction of Kansas.
Despite a delay due to a flat tire, we still managed to bird a reservoir before continuing our long drive
to Oakley Kansas where we arrived in time for dinner.
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Scaled Quail by Stephan Lorenz

We left the hotel well before daylight to be in position for the lek of the Lesser Prairie-Chicken. It
being peak display season, the birds were out in force and we watched a dozen perform their jumping,
foot-stomping, and chasing behaviors, including a single Greater Prairie-Chicken that joined the fray.
Afterwards, we commenced the long journey westwards to the Gunnison basin where we settled in
amidst the spectacular scenery.

Greater Prairie-Chicken by Stephan Lorenz
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Lesser and Greater Prairie-Chickens by Stephan Lorenz

The following morning, we headed to higher elevations in the Crested Butte area looking for finches
and other Rocky Mountains specialties. In the afternoon, we crossed Monarch Pass again to the east
and explored the dry juniper woodlands around Buena Vista, adding several specialties to our list
including the sometimes tricky Pinyon Jay. We then enjoyed an early dinner in preparation for a very
early start the following day.

Juniper Titmouse by Stephan Lorenz
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The morning was surprisingly spectacular as we observed no less than 70! Gunnison Sage-Grouse
perform their head bobbing and chest puffing displays at the only site available to see this species. The
weather was relatively mild and we could study the birds at length in perfect light until a coyote flushed
them. We then headed over the mountains again, birding our way along the Black Canyon of the
Gunnison before crossing the Grand Mesa to add several high elevation species. We enjoyed the
slightly milder temperatures in Grand Junction on our way to dinner.
During the morning, we explored the fascinating habitat around the Colorado National Monument,
adding many new species to the list. A short excursion into the sagebrush flats along the Utah border
added the localized Sagebrush Sparrow and we then headed into the Coal Canyon area to track down
the non-native Chukar. The drive to Craig was relatively short.
From Craig, we made our way east early in the morning and reached the display area of the
Sharp-tailed Grouse in perfect time. Several males were out in a snowy valley offering good scope
studies. After a dedicated search, we located a Dusky Grouse that came exceptionally close. The drive
northeast towards Walden took us through wide open spaces full of wildlife and rugged mountains. A
fortuitous stop at Rabbit Ears Pass got us the tricky American Three-toed Woodpecker. For the late
afternoon, we staked out the feeders at the Moose Visitor Center in the Colorado State Forest east of
Walden.

Dusky Grouse by Stephan Lorenz
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Outside of Walden, we watched in amazement as nearly 50 Greater Sage-Grouse displayed and then
continued east across the Cameron Pass where a pair of Canada Jays was a highlight. Once we arrived
in Wray, we met with the owner of the Bledsoe Ranch and then enjoyed dinner along the Wray main
street.
For the final full day, we watched some feeders near Silverthorne, which proved very productive. After
an additional short stop at a nearby reservoir we returned to Loveland Pass where the weather had
improved a bit. We reached the pass and despite strong winds and snow flurries managed to find a
cooperative White-tiled Ptarmigan. We journeyed back to Denver via Genesee Mountain Park and
Conifer Community Park where we found the final new bird of the tour, a stunning Williamson’s
Sapsucker. We celebrated our adventure and sightings with a final dinner in Denver.

American Dipper by Stephan Lorenz
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Greater Sage-Grouse and American Three-toed Woodpecker by Stephan Lorenz
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Evening Grosbeak by Stephan Lorenz

Trip List:
1.

Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) - a surprise find of a dozen near Wray

2.

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - widespread and seen every day

3.

Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - only seen in flight at small reservoir Silverthorne

4.

Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera) - seen in several lakes and reservoirs

5.

Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - commonly seen

6.

Gadwall (Mareca strepera) - frequent in lakes and wetlands

7.

American Wigeon (Mareca americana) - widespread in small numbers

8.

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - one of the most common waterfowl species of the tour
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9.

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - small numbers at Holbrook and Walden reservoirs

10.

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - frequently seen in large numbers

11.

Redhead (Aythya americana) - a single noted at the reservoir in Silverthorne

12.

Ring-necked Duck (Aythya collaris) - seen well in several lakes and reservoirs

13.

Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - small numbers noted

14.

Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - seen well in the reservoir in Silverthorne

15.

Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - excellent studies in the reservoir in Silverthorne

16.

Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - two or three seen at the reservoir in Silverthorne

17.

Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - mainly seen during transfers

18.

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - seen at Holbrook Reservoir and in Delta

19.

Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus) - seen briefly in flight on the Bledsoe Ranch

20.

Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) - great views of calling birds west of Pueblo

21.

Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - excellent views of a calling male near Grand Junction

22.

Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - seen well near Grand Junction and other locations

23.

Greater Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus) - the most impressive lek of the tour

24.

Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Centrocercus minimus) - around 70! birds was a record count

25.

Dusky Grouse (Dendragapus obscurus) - after some effort we watched a male at 10ft

26.

Sharp-tailed Grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus) - extensive views of displaying males

27.

Greater Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) - amazingly close displays near Wray

28.

Lesser Prairie-Chicken (Tympanuchus pallidicinctus) - an impressive lek in Kansas
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29.

White-tailed Ptarmigan (Lagopus leucura) - despite the weather we found a close male

30.

Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) - roadside sightings east Colorado and Kansas

31.

Chukar (Alectoris chukar) - a pair seen well in Coal Canyon

32.

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - one seen in Confluence Park in Delta

33.

Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii) - good scope studies of a single at Holbrook Reservoir

34.

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - frequent in towns and cities

35.

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - widespread and common

36.

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - a few noted and best views in Grand Junction

37.

White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) - seen Garden of the Gods and Grand Junction

38.

American Coot (Fulica americana) - seen well on lakes and reservoirs

39.

Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - seen in flight and again in the Craig area

40.

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - distant views at Holbrook Reservoir

41.

American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - seen at Holbrook Reservoir

42.

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - several seen

43.

Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus) - fantastic views of three near Pueblo

44.

Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - seen well at Holbrook Reservoir

45.

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - seen at Holbrook Reservoir

46.

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes)- seen at Holbrook Reservoir

47.

Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - good views of several at Walden Reservoir

48.

California Gull (Larus californicus) - we had the best studies at Walden Reservoir
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49.

Double-crested Cormorant (Nannopterum auritum) - seen in Delta and at Walden Reservoir

50.

American White Pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos) - scope views at Walden Reservoir

51.

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - scattered sightings

52.

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - common and widespread especially in the east

53.

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) - seen near Salida and in Silverthorne

54.

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) - several excellent views of this impressive raptor

55.

Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - numerous sightings

56.

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - a brief flyby in the west

57.

Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - several sightings, a surprise on eastern plains

58.

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - the most common raptor of the tour

59.

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - many seen throughout the tour, common this year

60.

Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) - a single seen in the east, but great views

61.

Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) - a pair near a nest site in the Garden of the Gods

62.

Williamson's Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus) - the final addition to the trip list!

63.

Lewis's Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) - excellent views near Buena Vista

64.

American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis) - after some effort we had great views

65.

Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates pubescens) - seen in the Colorado National Monument

66.

Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus) - the best views were in Silverthorne

67.

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - common and widespread

68.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - fairly common
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69.

Merlin (Falco columbarius) - a perched bird seen well in Steamboat Springs

70.

Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) - fantastic views Garden of the Gods perched on a cliff

71.

Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - fairly common in the foothills

72.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - two or three sightings in the east

73.

Canada Jay (Perisoreus canadensis) - excellent views of a pair at Cameron Pass

74.

Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus) - we persevered and found one near Buena Vista

75.

Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - seen well in the mountains

76.

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) - seen by some east of Pueblo

77.

Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - seen in the Garden of the Gods

78.

Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - widespread and common especially in the east

79.

Clark's Nutcracker (Nucifraga columbiana) - seen in flight near Buena Vista

80.

American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) - numerous and widespread

81.

Common Raven (Corvus corax) - abundant in the mountains

82.

Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - best views were at the Moose Visitor Center

83.

Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gambeli) - best views were at the Moose Visitor Center

84.

Juniper Titmouse (Baeolophus ridgwayi) - great views of at least two birds Colorado NM

85.

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - abundant on the eastern plains

86.

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - seen well near Delta

87.

Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - seen near Salida

88.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - a few noted
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89.

Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) - good views in the Garden of the Gods

90.

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - at the feeders Moose Visitor Center

91.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - best views at Genesee Mountain Park

92.

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - great studies in Silverthorne

93.

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) - great views of several in Coal Canyon

94.

Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - one very showy bird in the Colorado NM

95.

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - good scope studies Colorado NM

96.

American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - great views of a pair near Gunnison

97.

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - fairly common

98.

Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - seen well near Pueblo

99.

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) - good views near Pueblo

100. Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) - many views of this beautiful species
101. Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) - a single bird seen well Moose Visitor Center
102. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - abundant
103. House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - common
104. Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vespertinus) - seen well Grand Mesa and Steamboat
105. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - best views in Silverthorne, 2 ssp.
106. Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) - present in Silverthorne
107. Brown-capped Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte australis) - numerous Crested Butte and Silverthorne
108. House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - common in lowlands
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109. Cassin's Finch (Haemorhous cassinii) - numerous in the mountains
110. Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - best seen in Silverthorne
111. Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - numerous around feeders in the mountains
112. American Goldfinch (Spinus tristis) - good views in Steamboat
113. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - a surprise find near Wray
114. Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus) - flight views near Wray
115. Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - close views of a pair near Grand Junction
116. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - common with 4 ssp. noted
117. White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - a large flock on the Bledsoe Ranch
118. Sagebrush Sparrow (Artemisiospiza nevadensis) - good scope studies in Utah
119. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - seen well
120. Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - a single seen well near Pueblo
121. Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - several seen well, especially in the Garden of the Gods
122. Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) - common especially on the eastern plains
123. Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - common
124. Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - seen on the Bledsoe Ranch
125. Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) - a few seen
126. Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - numerous in Kansas
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Mammal List:
1. Black-tailed Jackrabbit
2. Desert Cottontail
3. Mountain Cottontail
4. White-tailed antelope squirrel
5. Gunnison's Prairie Dog
6. White-tailed Prairie Dog
7. Arizona Black-tailed Prairie Dog
8. Bryant's Fox Squirrel
9. Nevada Ground Squirrel
10. Rock Squirrel
11. Least Chipmunk
12. Hopi Chipmunk
13. Red Squirrel
14. Coyote
15. Red Fox
16. Elk
17. Mule Deer
18. Bighorn Sheep
19. Pronghorn

Lesser Prairie-Chicken by Stephan Lorenz
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