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Trip report compiled by Tour Leader: Stephan Lorenz

Tour Summary
Our tour to southeast Arizona was a lot of fun and wildly successful in terms of specialty species. We
recorded nearly 200 species during six and a half days of birding and enjoyed the unique landscapes,
wonderful meals, a few mammals and reptiles alongside several species of owls and nightjars. The list
of southeast Arizona specialties we found is long, but some of the highlights included: Montezuma
Quail, ten species of hummingbirds, Gray, Common Black and Zone-tailed Hawks, Elegant Trogon,
Arizona Woodpecker, Gilded Flicker, Rose-throated Becard, Northern Beardless Tyrannulet, Greater
Pewee, Dusky-capped and Nutting’s Flycatchers, Thick-billed Kingbird, Mexican Chickadee, Crissal
and Bendire’s Thrashers, 14 species of sparrows, and also 14 species of warblers. The night birding
proved especially successful with five species of owls seen and an additional three species of nightjars.
All in all, we had a great time and enjoyed this special birding area to the fullest.

Five-striped Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz

__________________________________________________________________________________

Tour in Detail
On day one, we met in the evening in Tucson and enjoyed a lively welcome dinner at a local favorite.
For the first full day of the tour, we started birding in a patch of Sonoran desert near Tucson before
moving on to the Santa Rita Mountains. We stopped in Box Canyon, which held several excellent
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specialties and then headed into Madera Canyon for a picnic lunch. Our first “sky island” held many
southeast Arizona specialties and the feeder setup at the Santa Rita lodge was busy with birds. We
headed south towards Nogales with a brief stop in the riparian zone along the Santa Cruz River. In
Nogales, we celebrated the first day with a delicious dinner.

Dusky-capped Flycatcher by Stephan Lorenz

On day two, we spent the morning staking out riparian birds along the Santa Cruz River with the
highlight being a locally rare Rose-throated Becard at a nest. We enjoyed a relaxed sit down lunch at
the Wisdom Cafe nearby and then returned to Nogales for a short break. During the afternoon, we
traveled to the Pena Blanca area, finding several excellent species. We tackled the long, rough road into
the California Gulch and enjoyed a picnic dinner to the sound of calling Buff-collared Nightjars, one of
which flew right over us. Before leaving the area, we studied a calling Elf Owl at close range.
After the longer night the previous day, we started after a leisurely breakfast and headed to the
Patagonia area. Here we soon found most of the birds we were looking for and set up a picnic lunch
right next to the hummingbird feeders. This proved to be a good decision since the Violet-crowned
Hummingbird made one lengthy appearance, giving everyone a chance to see this special bird.
Afterwards, we traveled towards Sierra Vista, but made a stop at Las Cienegas for Botteri’s Sparrow.
The dinner at the Ramsey Canyon Inn was delicious and our owling afterwards very successful with
close views of a Whiskered Screech-Owl and a flyover Common Poorwill.
For the morning we explored Miller Canyon and took a more strenuous walk up the slope. This proved
fruitful with many specialties seen very well. A well-earned rest at the hummingbird feeders netted us
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the localized Lucifer Hummingbird. We explored the lower canyons of the Huachucas a bit further and
then drove to the Coronado area where we finally found one of the trickiest southeast Arizona
specialties, a pair of Montezuma Quail that showed well by the road. We celebrated with another
delicious meal back at the Ramsey Canyon Inn.
We returned to Miller Canyon for the morning and then stopped by the San Pedro House and one or
two spots near Sierra Vista. We detoured thirty minutes towards the Mescal Road, where we found the
continuing Nutting’s Flycatcher after patiently waiting. The field lunch was interrupted by the second
Common Black Hawk of the tour! We drove east towards Willcox and made a very productive stop at
Willcox Playa before enjoying dinner at a local Mexican restaurant.

Arizona Woodpecker by Stephan Lorenz

The full day in the Chiricahuas is always a highlight of the tour and we were not disappointed. We
started along the stateline road and found Bendire’s and Crissal Thrashers in New Mexico. We then
traveled to higher elevations and found Mexican Chickadees and after much, much searching a
beautiful male Olive Warbler. In the evening, Northern Pygmy-Owl and Mexican Whip-poor-will were
vocal.
We spent another pleasant hour or so at the Willcox Playa for the final morning and then drove back to
Tucson where the tour concluded.
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Lucifer Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz

Spotted Owl by Stephan Lorenz
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Trip List:
1. Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - several seen Willcox Playa
2. Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera) - excellent scope studies Willcox Playa
3. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - numerous in the Willcox Playa
4. Gadwall (Mareca strepera) - several seen well in the Willcox Playa, two Patagonia lake
5. American Wigeon (Mareca americana) - a handful present in the Willcox Playa
6. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - Willcox Playa, including several hybrid MexicanxMallard
7. Mexican Duck (Anas diazi) - seen well Patagonia lake and Willcox Playa
8. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - a single female Willcox Playa
9. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - two pairs Willcox Playa
10. Redhead (Aythya americana) - a pair present Willcox Playa
11. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - a single and a pair during first and second visit Willcox Playa
12. Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - a small flock Willcox Playa
13. Scaled Quail (Callipepla squamata) - several seen close and well Willcox Playa
14. Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - common to abundant in lowlands
15. Montezuma Quail (Cyrtonyx montezumae) - a pair near Coronado NM
16. Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - the Gould’s ssp. was prominent at several feeders
17. Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - Patagonia and Pena Blanca lakes
18. Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) - breeding plumaged birds Patagonia lake and Willcox Playa
19. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - widespread in towns and cities
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20. Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata) - brief flight views of two at Barfoot Park
21. Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - widespread and common
22. Inca Dove (Columbina inca) - fairly common especially by voice
23. Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina) - seen well in the Patagonia area
24. White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - common and widespread
25. Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - abundant
26. Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus) - great views of at least two
27. Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) - flight views in Carr Canyon
28. Buff-collared Nightjar (Antrostomus ridgwayi) - fantastic views as it flew right over us
29. Mexican Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus arizonae) - heard Ramsey Canyon and Chiricahuas
30. White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) - excellent views in Harshaw Canyon
31. Rivoli's Hummingbird (Eugenes fulgens) - present in good numbers Ramsey Canyon Inn
32. Blue-throated Mountain-gem (Lampornis clemenciae) - a single showed well Ramsey Canyon
33. Lucifer Hummingbird (Calothorax lucifer) - a female visited several times in Ash Canyon
34. Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) - widespread and numerous
35. Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna) - several stunning males seen well
36. Costa's Hummingbird (Calypte costae) - am male seen well in Box Canyon
37. Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) - common in middle elevations
38. Broad-billed Hummingbird (Cynanthus latirostris) - one of the most widespread species
39. White-eared Hummingbird (Basilinna leucotis) - a male seen well Beatty’s Guest Ranch
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40. Violet-crowned Hummingbird (Leucolia violiceps) - seen well at the Paton’s Center
41. Sora (Porzana carolina) - heard only Patagonia lake
42. American Coot (Fulica americana) - common in the wetlands
43. Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) - several at Willcox Playa
44. American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - stunning breeding plumaged birds Willcox Playa
45. Snowy Plover (Charadrius nivosus) - a single at Willcox Playa
46. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - one or two at Willcox Playa
47. Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - several at Willcox Playa
48. Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - a single at Willcox Playa
49. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - many foraging around Willcox Playa
50. Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - several at Willcox Playa
51. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - two dozen at Willcox Playa
52. Wilson's Phalarope (Phalaropus tricolor) - dozens and dozens spinning at Willcox Playa
53. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - a handful among above species Willcox Playa
54. Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - many Willcox Playa and a handful Patagonia lake
55. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - a single at Willcox Playa
56. Franklin's Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan) - a breeding plumaged bird at Willcox Playa
57. Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) - two or three Willcox Playa
58. Neotropic Cormorant (Nannopterum brasilianum) - one at Patagonia Lake
59. Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - Pena Blanca lake
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60. Snowy Egret (Egretta thula) - one at Patagonia lake
61. Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax) - a single at Willcox Playa
62. White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) - many at Willcox Playa
63. Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - seen in the Patagonia and Pena Blanca areas
64. Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - seen daily
65. Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - singles at Willcox Playa
66. Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - a few sightings in scattered locales
67. Common Black Hawk (Buteogallus anthracinus) - one in the Pena Blanca area and Mescal Rd.
68. Gray Hawk (Buteo plagiatus) - frequent along the Santa Cruz and Patagonia area
69. Short-tailed Hawk (Buteo brachyurus) - a dark morph in Portal
70. Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - widespread and numerous
71. Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) - excellent views above Ash Canyon
72. Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - a few seen
73. Whiskered Screech-Owl (Megascops trichopsis) - great views in Carr Canyon and a 2nd heard
74. Western Screech-Owl (Megascops kennicottii) - roosting in a tree hole at San Pedro House
75. Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) - seen in the Chiricahuas
76. Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi) - close views in California Gulch
77. Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) - on a nest and a 2nd roosting nearby in the Chiricahuas
78. Elegant Trogon (Trogon elegans) - close views in Ramsey Canyon
79. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - heard at Patagonia lake
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80. Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) - common in the oak forests
81. Gila Woodpecker (Melanerpes uropygialis) - widespread and common at lower elevations
82. Ladder-backed Woodpecker (Dryobates scalaris) - common in arid habitats
83. Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus) - two seen well in the Chiricahuas
84. Arizona Woodpecker (Dryobates arizonae) - seen well in all “sky islands” that we visited
85. Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - red-shafted subspecies seen in Ramsey and Chiricahuas
86. Gilded Flicker (Colaptes chrysoides) - one seen in flight outside of Tucson
87. American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - the closest view was at San Pedro House
88. Rose-throated Becard (Pachyramphus aglaiae) - seen at a nest along the Santa Cruz River
89. Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma imberbe) - great views in Harshaw Canyon
90. Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) - one noted in the Chiricahuas
91. Greater Pewee (Contopus pertinax) - seen in Miller Canyon and in the Chiricahuas
92. Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) - the most widespread flycatcher of the tour
93. Hammond's Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) - seen briefly in Miller and the Chiricahuas
94. Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) - the most common empid
95. Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) - one vocal individual along the Santa Cruz
96. Cordilleran Flycatcher (Empidonax occidentalis) - a vocal bird in Miller Canyon
97. Buff-breasted Flycatcher (Empidonax fulvifrons) - in Miller Canyon and Chiricahuas
98. Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) - along the Santa Cruz and Patagonia
99. Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - fairly common
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100.

Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) - widespread and fairly common

101.

Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myiarchus tuberculifer) - common at middle elevations

102.

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) - fairly common in more arid habitats

103.

Nutting's Flycatcher (Myiarchus nuttingi) - this rarity was seen well on Mescal Rd.

104.

Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus) - especially common in riparian habitats

105.

Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus) - a vocal bird along the Santa Cruz River

106.

Cassin's Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans) - the most common kingbird of the tour

107.

Thick-billed Kingbird (Tyrannus crassirostris) - Santa Cruz River and Harshaw Canyon

108.

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) - fairly common in open habitats

109.

Bell's Vireo (Vireo bellii) - widespread and common by voice

110.

Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni) - common in mid-elevation forests

111.

Plumbeous Vireo (Vireo plumbeus) - fairly common in the mountains

112.

Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) - uncommon in mountains forests

113.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - several seen in open grasslands

114.

Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - good views in the Chiricahuas

115.

Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - one seen in Portal

116.

Mexican Jay (Aphelocoma wollweberi) - common in the mountains

117.

Chihuahuan Raven (Corvus cryptoleucus) - best views along Mescal Rd.

118.

Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common and widespread

119.

Mexican Chickadee (Poecile sclateri) - at least three seen in the Chiricahuas
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120.

Bridled Titmouse (Baeolophus wollweberi) - common at mid-elevations

121.

Verdin (Auriparus flaviceps) - best views along the Santa Cruz River

122.

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - Las Cienegas and Willcox Playa

123.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) - scattered sightings

124.

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - one at Willcox Playa

125.

Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - seen well in the Chiricahuas

126.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - the most common swallow of the tour

127.

Cliff Swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota) - nesting at the hotel in Nogales

128.

Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) - in Miller and Ash canyons

129.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Corthylio calendula) - several in the Chiricahuas

130.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - common at mid-elevations

131.

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - seen well in the Chiricahuas

132.

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - one or two seen well in the Chiricahuas

133.

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) - a surprise addition in Box Canyon

134.

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) - seen well in Miller Canyon

135.

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - fairly common

136.

Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) - good views near Sierra Vista

137.

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) - fairly common

138.

Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - common in arid habitats

139.

Bendire's Thrasher (Toxostoma bendirei) - great studies of two in New Mexico
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140.

Crissal Thrasher (Toxostoma crissale) - one sitting up and singing New Mexico

141.

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - widespread

142.

Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) - seen well in the Chiricahuas

143.

Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) - present in dense woodlands and canyons

144.

American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - Ramsey Canyon and the Chiricahuas

145.

Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) - flocks along the Santa Cruz and in Patagonia

146.

Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) - Santa Cruz River and Patagonia Lake

147.

Olive Warbler (Peucedramus taeniatus) - a male in Barfoot Park, Chiricahuas

148.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - widespread

149.

House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - common to abundant

150.

Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra) - heard only in the Chiricahuas

151.

Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - present at several feeders

152.

Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) - very common and widespread

153.

Rufous-winged Sparrow (Peucaea carpalis) - excellent views near Tucson

154.

Botteri's Sparrow (Peucaea botterii) - one sitting up at Las Cienegas

155.

Five-striped Sparrow (Amphispizopsis quinquestriata) - a pair seen in Box Canyon

156.

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) - seen in Ash Canyon

157.

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - good views near Tucson and in Portal

158.

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) - Patagonia and Las Cienegas

159.

Yellow-eyed Junco (Junco phaeonotus) - Ramsey Canyon and in the Chiricahuas
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160.

White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - Patagonia, San Pedro House, Portal

161.

Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - several at Willcox Playa

162.

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - fairly common in riparian habitats

163.

Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - seen in arid habitats

164.

Abert's Towhee (Melozone aberti) - fairly common in riparian areas

165.

Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps) - heard only in Madera Canyon

166.

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - great views in Miller Canyon

167.

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) - common in riparian areas

168.

Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - we saw this ssp. best at Willcox Playa

169.

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) - good views in Box Canyon

170.

Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) - excellent views at the feeders in Ash Canyon

171.

Scott's Oriole (Icterus parisorum) - seen well in several locations

172.

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) - frequent in wetland habitats

173.

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - scattered sightings

174.

Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - frequent in towns and lowlands

175.

Orange-crowned Warbler (Leiothlypis celata) - seen briefly in the Chiricahuas

176.

Lucy's Warbler (Leiothlypis luciae) - common in mesquite thickets

177.

Nashville Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) - seen briefly at San Pedro House

178.

Virginia's Warbler (Leiothlypis virginiae) - seen twice in Miller Canyon

179.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - seen well in wetlands
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180.

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - common in riparian habitats

181.

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - Audubon’s ssp. frequent in forests

182.

Grace's Warbler (Setophaga graciae) - good views in Miller Canyon and the Chiricahuas

183.

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) - common in various canyons

184.

Townsend's Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) - the most common migrant warbler

185.

Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis) - fantastic views in Madera Canyon

186.

Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - singles seen in various locations

187.

Red-faced Warbler (Cardellina rubrifrons) - good views in Miller and better in Ramsey

188.

Painted Redstart (Myioborus pictus) - common in wooded canyons

189.

Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava) - seen well in several canyons

190.

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - frequent in riparian habitats

191.

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) - fairly common in various habitats

192.

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - common in lowland areas

193.

Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinalis sinuatus) - we had the best views near Tucson

194.

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus ludovicianus) - one seen at San Pedro House

195.

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) - abundant

196.

Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) - seen well at San Pedro House

197.

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) - many seen especially around feeders

Mammal Sightings:
White-tailed Deer
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Hog-nosed Skunk
Ringtail
Rock Squirrel
Mexican Fox Squirrel
Arizona Gray Squirrel
Cliff Chipmunk
Harris's Antelope Squirrel
Black-tailed Jackrabbit
Desert Cottontail

Hermit Warbler by Stephan Lorenz
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