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Tour Summary and Bird Sightings List

ur 2022 Colorado Grouse II Tour experienced some weather challenges in the form of high
winds, but fortunately not every day and we enjoyed a 100 percent success rate with the
star attractions of this tour – the native grouse and prairie-chickens of the region. In
addition, we had good success locating a variety of the other early spring Colorado birds we
hoped to see and we found some nice mammals as well – including Moose, Elk, Pronghorn,
Bighorn Sheep, Mule Deer and the crowd-pleasing Black-tailed Prairie Dogs. Below please find a
summary of our daily activities and a listing of all bird species recorded by our group. Thanks
again to all for joining us and we hope to see you on future High Lonesome tours! Kip and Dave

F

riday, April 1 – After linking up at the super mellow Colorado
Springs airport, we kicked off the tour with a pair of Lewis’s
Woodpeckers showing nicely in large dead trees along a
highway south of town. Then it was north to Garden of the Gods
Park, where we enjoyed the spectacular red rock formations
and scope views of the summer resident Prairie Falcons.
Although the park was full of other visitors, we found a nice mix
of foothills species including White-throated Swift, Black-billed
Magpie, Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay, Townsend’s Solitaire, Bushtit
and Spotted Towhee. To wrap up our first afternoon, we made
a stop en route to our hotel to admire a pair of Great Horned
owls nesting on the ridge of a scenic rocky outcropping.

S

aturday, April 2 – We returned to Garden of the Gods in early morning to enjoy a walk before
the crowds of the day arrived. Although the bird mix was similar to our previous visit, we
enjoyed seeing the rock formations in the morning light and nobody complained about additional
Prairie Falcon views. Then it was up and over Wilkerson Pass and west to Buena Vista, where we
picked up sandwiches and continued our birding at Browns Canyon National Monument.
Highlights of our time and picnic lunch here included Pinyon Jay, Clark’s Nutcracker, Rock Wren,
Sage Thrasher and Mountain Bluebird. We then continued on to Gunnison with stops that yielded
several waterfowl species, Steller’s Jay, Evening Grosbeak and multiple Rough-legged Hawks.

S

unday, April 3 – Our first planned stop of the day was at Black Canyon of the Gunnison
National Park, but a group of roadside Bighorn Sheep and later a Golden Eagle perched on a
hillside provided good excuses for impromptu stops along the way. At Black Canyon we carefully
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searched the campground for Dusky Grouse, as
we have seen them there on multiple previous
tours. Unfortunately, none were to be found
this year, but we had good views of the slatecolored form of Fox Sparrow, multiple
Townsend’s Solitaires and enjoyed the views of
the deep and spectacular canyon. After a
pleasant picnic lunch, we backtracked to
Gunnison and then traveled north to Mt.
Crested Butte with a brief stop at the Almont
bridge for views of American Dippers in the
river. Once in Mt. Crested Butte we slowly
cruised the ski town’s residential area in search
of feeders and ultimately found a few that
yielded a nice mix of birds including Pine Siskin, Cassin’s Finch and Brown-capped Rosy-Finch.

M

onday, April 4 – This morning we made our first early start of the tour, arriving at the
Gunnison Sage-Grouse lek well before dawn. After settling into the blind with our local
guide, we waited for sunrise and eventually had scope views of the distant grouse displaying to
each other. Once the grouse departed the lek, we returned to the hotel for packing and breakfast
and then started on our way to Cañon City, where we would spend the night. Along the way we
made a birding and lunch stop along the scenic Arkansas River, where we saw more Pinyon Jays
and had another Clark’s Nutcracker fly over. Once we arrived in the Cañon City area, we took a
walk on the Tunnel Drive trail where we found Rock Wren, Canyon Towhee and both Black and
Say’s Phoebes. When leaving the area, we stopped to scan an adjacent wastewater pond and
discovered what we thought was a flock of ducks on the water was actually a flock of floating
American Avocets! To wrap up the day we made a brief exploration of the pinyon-juniper habitat
in the nearby Temple Canyon Park, where we successfully found a few Juniper Titmice, despite
the increasing winds.

T

uesday, April 5 – We started the day just a
short drive from the hotel where we found
Scaled Quail, Canyon Towhee and both Curvebilled and Sage Thrashers. Then it was off to
Lake Pueblo State Park where we hoped to
beat the winds to view loons and grebes on the
large lake. Unfortunately, winds were already
gale force when we arrived and the waves
were too big to view birds on the water.
However, there were a number of gulls in flight
and amongst the expected Ring-billed and
California Gulls, we found several Franklin’s
Gulls. As it was too windy to search for birds
along the exposed shore of the large lake, we
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opted to explore a few smaller and more
sheltered ponds nearby. Here we found a
nice mix of ducks along with Pied-billed,
Eared and Horned Grebes. Before leaving,
we checked a small patch of sheltered
woods and found Eastern Phoebe,
Bewick’s Wren and Yellow-rumped
Warbler. Then we began the drive east
into Kansas (with a brief stop at Holbrook
Reservoir for more waterfowl and
shorebirds) where we hoped to view
Lesser Prairie-Chickens in the morning.

W

ednesday, April 6 – We met our local guide before dawn and traveled to the Nature
Conservancy’s Smokey Valley Ranch. Here we split into two groups, as our group size was
too large to fit into a single smaller blind. Though it was a breezy morning, both groups enjoyed
a great show with multiple Lesser Prairie-Chickens displaying right in front of the blinds and one
group had a single Greater Prairie-Chicken as well. After a return to the hotel for packing and
breakfast, we made a stop at the nearby Lake Scott State Park. Winds made birding a challenge,
but we found a few Cackling geese with the more abundant Canada Geese, both the yellowshafted and red-shafted forms of Northern Flicker, and some were able to see a first year Harris’s
Sparrow. Then it was on the road to northeast Colorado, where we met with Bob Bledsoe, owner
of the Bledsoe Cattle Company. After learning about the ranch and the multiple Greater PrairieChicken leks it hosts, we wrapped up the day checking out the lek site we would visit in the
morning and found several male Greater Prairie-Chickens hanging around – a two prairie-chicken
species day for all!

T

hursday, April 7 – Before dawn we returned to the Greater Prairie-Chicken lek on the Bledsoe
Ranch and got the vans in position before the birds arrived. After a bit of reshuffling, we had
both vehicles parked for optimal viewing and we enjoyed a great show after sunrise with many
prairie-chickens present – and
many photographs taken. After a
return to the hotel (with sightings
of Great Horned Owl, Loggerhead
Shrike and Ring-necked Pheasant
along the way), we worked our
way north to the Pawnee
Grasslands. High winds made for
a very challenging birding (and
driving) afternoon, but we did
locate a few Mountain Plovers
and many Horned Larks before
continuing on to our hotel in Pine
Bluffs, Wyoming.
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F

riday, April 8 – Our strategy of overnighting in
southern Wyoming worked as planned, as we
were just a short drive from a location in the
northern Pawnee Grasslands where Sharp-tailed
Grouse occur. We arrived shortly after dawn and
rather quickly heard and saw grouse displaying
and even kicking up dust in the fields adjacent to
the two-track road. While watching the grouse
from the end of the two-track, we noticed a male
Chestnut-collared Longspur on a fence in the
distance and shortly after were able to view both
males and females on fences very close to our
location and in great morning light. Some great birds to start the day and as a bonus, winds were
calm! After a return to the hotel, we made our way south through the Pawnee Grasslands where
we encountered many more Horned Larks and some were fortunate to see a few distant Thickbilled Longspurs. Then it was south along the Front Range and west into the mountains. A
planned stop at Genesee Mountain Park was thwarted by a locked gate, but a stop nearby yielded
Red Crossbills, Pygmy Nuthatches, Mountain Chickadees and others. We then continued on to
Silverthorne for the night, but first made a stop at a small residential lake, where we found a
variety of waterfowl including Barrow’s Goldeneye.

S

aturday, April 9 – Dawn found us high above tree line surrounded by snowcapped mountains
on Loveland Pass, where we hoped to find White-tailed Ptarmigan. It took a bit of time,
patience and luck, but we ultimately enjoyed views of both a male and female feeding on willows
upslope from the road – a great start to the day. After a stop at the hotel, we explored a
residential area of Silverthorne where we had excellent views of all three Rosy-Finch species, Red
Crossbill, Evening and Pine
Grosbeaks, and a handsome
Mountain Bluebird perched on a
snow mound. Then it was north
towards Steamboat Springs, our
next stop on the tour route. Here
we made a late afternoon visit to
the area we hoped to find Sharptailed Grouse in the morning.
While we did find a few Sharptaileds during our reconnaissance
mission, the real highlight of the
afternoon was the Dusky Grouse
that walked down a hill from
above and provided exceptionally
close views along the road edge,
providing our third grouse species
of the day.
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S

unday, April 10 – We returned at dawn to the
location outside of Steamboat we had visited
the previous afternoon. This time we found several
Sharp-tailed Grouse actively displaying, including
two males that seemed oblivious to our presence as
they displayed right next to the road. (We later
noticed the female in a small roadside tree that was
the cause for their distraction.) Other birds we
enjoyed during the morning outing included
Sandhill Crane and more Mountain Bluebirds. Then
it was north towards Walden, the last stop on our
route. Winds had picked up again and made for
challenging birding, but a scan of Walden Reservoir
yielded many species of waterfowl and a flock of
American White Pelicans hunkered down on the far
shore. From here we made the drive to the Moose
Visitor Center at State Forest State Park to see what
birds might be visiting the feeders. In addition to a large gathering of migrant Red-winged
Blackbirds, we found many Cassin’s Finches and enjoyed close views of Steller’s Jay, Browncapped Rosy-Finch, Fox Sparrow, a pair of Pine Grosbeaks and others – and all from the warmth
and shelter inside the center. Then it was back to Walden for an early dinner, before wrapping
up the day with a dusk reconnaissance visit to the Greater Sage-Grouse lek, where we had views
of a lone male, apparently making his own reconnaissance visit for the next morning!

M

onday, April 11 – One last time we departed before dawn, this time in hopes of viewing
displaying Greater Sage-Grouse along a county road south of Walden. In the predawn light
we could see the gathering birds, but much to our dismay a Golden Eagle made a pass over the
lek and scattered the birds before there was enough light for a single photo. Fortunately, a few
birds soon returned and by repositioning the
vans we were able to enjoy lengthy and
satisfying views of these large grouse as they
performed their courtship displays. Then it
was back to Walden, where we celebrated
the successful morning and tour with a
relaxed restaurant breakfast together. After
a brief stop at the hotel, we made our way
back towards Denver (with a highly
requested Dairy Queen stop en route) and
wrapped up the birding on the tour with a
drive through the Rocky Mountain Arsenal
National Wildlife Refuge, where it seemed
the Buffalo herd and the many Black-tailed
Prairie Dogs were actually the real star
attractions!
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Bird Species Sightings List
Ducks, Geese, and Swans (Anatidae)
__Cackling Goose – Lake Scott State Park,
Walden Reservoir
__Canada Goose – Widespread and seen
daily, including high on the rocks at
Garden of the Gods!
__Blue-winged Teal – Walden Reservoir
__Cinnamon Teal – Lake Pueblo State Park
ponds, Walden Reservoir
__Northern Shoveler – Lake Pueblo State
Park ponds, Walden Reservoir, Rocky
Mountain Arsenal NWR
__Gadwall – Mesa Antero, Lake Pueblo State
Park ponds, Silverthorne ponds, Walden
Reservoir, Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR
__American Wigeon – Lake Pueblo State Park ponds, Silverthorne ponds, Walden Reservoir,
Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR
__Mallard – Widespread and seen daily
__Northern Pintail – Holbrooke Reservoir, Walden Reservoir
__Green-winged Teal – Mesa Antero, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Holbrook Reservoir, Walden
Reservoir
__Canvasback – Walden Reservoir, Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR
__Redhead – Walden Reservoir
__Ring-necked Duck – Lake Scott State Park,
Silverthorne ponds, Walden Reservoir
__Lesser Scaup – Tunnel Drive, Lake Pueblo State
Park, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Lake Scott State
Park, Walden Reservoir, Rocky Mountain Arsenal
NWR
__Bufflehead – Tunnel Drive, Lake Pueblo State
Park, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Lake Scott State
Park, Walden Reservoir
__Common Goldeneye – Tunnel Drive, Silverthorne
ponds
__Barrow's Goldeneye – We found 5 still present on
the Silverthorne Ponds and enjoyed chatting with
the neighbors about the birds of the area.
__Hooded Merganser – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
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__Common Merganser –
Tunnel Drive, Poudre River
__Ruddy Duck – Pueblo West
Gravel Pit, Walden Reservoir
New World Quail
(Odontophoridae)
__Scaled Quail – Nice views in
the morning sun of a calling
bird teed up on a post at the
MacKenzie Avenue Brush
Piles in Cañon City. One or
more additional individuals
were also seen in the cholla
habitat at this location.
Partridges, Grouse, Turkeys,
and Old World Quail
(Phasianidae)
__Wild Turkey – Lake Scott State Park, county roads near Wray
__Greater Sage-Grouse – Our “grand finale” grouse! 60 plus were present on the lek near
Walden and despite being flushed at dawn by a marauding Golden Eagle, we enjoyed close
views of multiple individuals displaying close to the road.
__Gunnison Sage-Grouse – Though rather distant, we enjoyed scope views of 30 or more
displaying in the sage scrub from the blind at the Waunita Hot Springs lek near Gunnison.
__Dusky Grouse – Outstanding views of a curious male that came down the hill to the edge of
the road on Routt County Road 46B near Steamboat Springs. A great way to end the
afternoon and our third grouse species of the day!
__Sharp-tailed Grouse – We were
fortunate to see this species on
three days – first in the northern
Pawnee Grasslands where we
saw displaying birds kicking up
dust as they interacted with each
other and later on Routt County
Road 46B, where we had multiple
sightings on two days, including
two males that displayed right
next to our vans while a female
watched from a roadside tree.
__Greater Prairie-Chicken – As
always, we enjoyed a great show
with this species at one of the
leks on the private Bledsoe Ranch
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near Wray. Thirty or more birds were present and many quite close to the vans. (In addition,
one Greater was seen with the Lesser Prairie-Chickens from one of the blinds at the Smoky
Valley Ranch in Kansas.)
__Lesser Prairie-Chicken – Our “field trip” to western Kansas was more than worth it as our
groups saw a collective total of 37 from our two viewing locations at the Smoky Valley Ranch
in Kansas.
__White-tailed Ptarmigan – It took a while, but eventually a “false alarm” sighting at Loveland
Pass got us all looking in a different direction and we enjoyed views of a male and female
feeding in small willows up slope from the road.
__Ring-necked Pheasant – A few seen by one group at the Smoky Valley Ranch and later by all
near the Bledsoe Ranch in Wray.
Grebes (Podicipedidae)
__Pied-billed Grebe – Pueblo West Gravel
Pit, Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR
__Horned Grebe – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
__Eared Grebe – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
__Clark's Grebe – Holbrook Reservoir
Pigeons and Doves (Columbidae)
__Rock Pigeon – Widespread and seen
almost daily
__Eurasian Collared-Dove – Widespread
and seen almost daily
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__Mourning Dove – Widespread and
seen almost daily
Swifts (Apodidae)
__White-throated Swift – Nice views in
flight overhead on both of our visits to
Garden of the Gods.
Rails, Gallinules, and Coots (Rallidae)
__American Coot – Lake Pueblo State
Park, Pueblo West Gravel Pits, Lake
Scott State Park, Silverthorne ponds
Cranes (Gruidae)
__Sandhill Crane – Steamboat Springs
area, including along Routt CR 46B
where we saw the Sharp-tailed Grouse
Stilts and Avocets (Recurvirostridae)
__Black-necked Stilt – Holbrook
Reservoir
__American Avocet – 10 floating on the
wastewater pond at Tunnel Drive in
Cañon City was kind of a surprise! Also
present at Holbrook Reservoir.
Lapwings and Plovers (Charadriidae)
__Killdeer – Widespread and seen most days
__Mountain Plover – 2-3 seen in distance in the field south of the High School in Briggsdale, on
the edge of the Pawnee National Grasslands.
Sandpipers, Phalaropes, and Allies (Scolopacidae)
__Long-billed Curlew – We found one as we were departing the Lesser Prairie-Chicken leks in
Kansas.
__Long-billed Dowitcher – Holbrook Reservoir
__Greater Yellowlegs – Holbrook Reservoir
__Lesser Yellowlegs – Holbrook Reservoir
Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers (Laridae)
__Bonaparte's Gull – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
__Franklin's Gull – Six fighting the high winds at Lake Pueblo State Park
__Ring-billed Gull – Lake Pueblo State Park, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Walden Reservoir, Rocky
Mountain Arsenal NWR
__California Gull – Lake Pueblo State Park, Pueblo West Gravel Pit
Loons (Gaviidae)
__loon species – High winds thwarted our efforts to locate the four species of loons present at
Lake Pueblo, but we did see one Common/Pacific type briefly.
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Cormorants (Phalacrocoracidae)
__Double-crested Cormorant – Tunnel drive ponds, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Lake Scott State
Park, Walden Reservoir
Pelicans (Pelecanidae)
__American White Pelican – A group of 25 or more were hunkered down in the winds on the far
side of Walden Reservoir.
Bitterns, Herons, and Allies (Ardeidae)
__Great Blue Heron – Gunnison, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Lake Scott State Park and oddly
enough at the Sharp-tailed Grouse location near Steamboat Springs and the Greater SageGrouse lek near Walden.
__Great Egret – A highway sighting as we were passing a small lake near Denver.
New World Vultures (Cathartidae)
__Turkey Vulture – A few were seen most days.
Ospreys (Pandionidae)
__Osprey – Overhead in Cañon City, Pueblo West Gravel Pit, Silverthorne
Hawks, Kites, Eagles, and Allies (Accipitridae)
__Golden Eagle – One made us happy (the lifer for Mary Jo that perched on a hillside west of
Gunnison) and one not so much (the one that flushed the greater Sage-Grouse lek at dawn).
__Northern Harrier – Seen on many days of the tour.
__Cooper's Hawk – One overhead in Tribune and we watched a pair doing display flights over
the Dairy Queen in Ft. Collins. A birding and Blizzard stop, you could say!
__Bald Eagle – Seen daily during the last half of the tour, near Steamboat Springs, Walden
reservoir and Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR.
__Red-tailed Hawk – Seen
almost daily during the tour.
__Rough-legged Hawk – We
enjoyed multiple encounters
with this species, including 8
individuals near the Gunnison
Sage-grouse lek outside of
Gunnison. A few others seen
late in the tour, including
near Walden.
Typical Owls (Strigidae)
__Great Horned Owl –
Individuals on nests at
Garden of the Gods (on a
rocky cliff) and near the
Greater Prairie-Chicken lek at
Wray (in a dead tree).
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Kingfishers (Alcedinidae)
__Belted Kingfisher – Pueblo West
gravel Pit, Lake Scott State Park,
Silverthorne ponds
Woodpeckers and Allies (Picidae)
__Lewis's Woodpecker – Our
official first bird of the tour! A
pair seen in a couple of large,
dead cottonwoods south of
Colorado Springs at our first stop
after linking up at the airport.
__Hairy Woodpecker – Lewis’s
Woodpecker site, Wilderness
community in Silverthorne
__Northern Flicker – We saw or heard the Red-shafted form on most days of the tour and also
saw several Yellow-shafteds at Lake Scott State Park in Kansas.
Caracaras and Falcons (Falconidae)
__American Kestrel – Widespread and seen daily
__Peregrine Falcon – Holbrook Reservoir
__Prairie Falcon – Great views of the nesting pair at Garden of the Gods on both of our visits.
Tyrant Flycatchers (Tyrannidae)
__Black Phoebe – Viewed along the Arkansas River from the trail at Tunnel Drive
__Eastern Phoebe – At least two were present at the Lake Pueblo State Park ponds
__Say's Phoebe – The most common of the three species in Colorado. We found this species at
Tunnel Drive, Cañon City, near Steamboat Springs and Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR.
Shrikes (Laniidae)
__Loggerhead Shrike – Near the Greater Prairie-Chicken lek in Walden and along Routt CR 46B
near Steamboat Springs
Jays and Crows (Corvidae)
__Pinyon Jay – Stopping for a picnic lunch seemed to be the best way to find this species on our
tour. First seen while we were eating at the Ruby Mountain Campground in Brown’s Canyon
National Monument and a few days later as we were having lunch along the Arkansas River
at the Rincon Recreation Site.
__Steller's Jay – Exceptional views at the Moose Visitor Center feeders in State Forest State
Park. Also seen in the Mesa Antero community, Black Canyon National Park and Crested
Butte.
__Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay – Close views at garden of the Gods. Also seen in Browns Canyon
national Monument, Black Canyon National Park and Temple Canyon Park.
__Black-billed Magpie – A handsome and conspicuous species in Colorado that we saw almost
daily.
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__Clark's Nutcracker – Scope views at the Ruby Mountain Campground in Browns Canyon
National Monument and another seen in flight at the Rincon Recreation Area along the
Arkansas River.
__American Crow – Widespread and seen most days.
__Common Raven – Widespread and seen daily.
Chickadees and Titmice (Paridae)
__Black-capped Chickadee – Close views at Garden of the Gods and present at most of the
feeder locations we checked out.
__Mountain Chickadee – Also well seen at Garden of the Gods, where we had side-by-side
views with Black-capped Chickadee. Later we saw multiple on the edge of Genesee Mountain
Park and at feeder locations.
__Juniper Titmouse – Despite the high winds, we managed to track down a few in the pinyonjuniper habitat at Temple Canyon Park.
Larks (Alaudidae)
__Horned Lark – Widespread, common and abundant at most lower elevation locations and in
the North Park region.
Swallows (Hirundinidae)
__Tree Swallow – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
__Barn Swallow – Pueblo West Gravel Pit
Bushtits (Aegithalidae)
__Bushtit – Very nice and close views on our first afternoon together at garden of the Gods.
Kinglets (Regulidae)
__Ruby-crowned Kinglet –
Almont bridge area
Nuthatches (Sittidae)
__Red-breasted Nuthatch – Black
Canyon National Park, Genesee
Mountain Park, Moose Visitor
Center
__White-breasted Nuthatch –
Genesee Mountain Park
__Pygmy Nuthatch – A nice group
in the mixed flock on the edge of
Genesee Mountain Park. Also,
several coming to feeders
in Silverthorne.
Creepers (Certhiidae)
__Brown Creeper – Garden of the
Gods
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Wrens (Troglodytidae)
__Rock Wren – Browns Canyon
National Monument, Tunnel Drive
__Canyon Wren – Seen by a few at
Garden of the Gods
__Bewick's Wren – Despite the winds
we managed great views of two at
the Lake Pueblo State Park ponds.
Dippers (Cinclidae)
__American Dipper – Always a crowd
pleaser. We found two at the
Almont bridge area and later
another in Silverthorne.
Starlings (Sturnidae)
__European Starling – Widespread
and seen most days.
Mockingbirds and Thrashers (Mimidae)
__Curve-billed Thrasher – Two showed nicely at the MacKenzie Avenue brush piles in Cañon
City.
__Sage Thrasher – Browns Canyon national Monument, MacKenzie Avenue brush piles, Rocky
Mountain Arsenal NWR
Thrushes (Turdidae)
__Western Bluebird – Two at the Lewis’s Woodpecker site near Colorado Springs.
__Mountain Bluebird – Seen several times and nobody complained - Browns Canyon National
Monument, Mt Crested Butte, Silverthorne, Routt CR 46B
__Townsend's Solitaire – Garden of the Gods, Temple Canyon Park
__American Robin – Widespread and seen daily.
Old World Sparrows (Passeridae)
__House Sparrow – Widespread and seen
daily.
Wagtails and Pipits (Motacillidae)
__American Pipit – Tunnel Drive area
Fringilline and Cardueline Finches and
Allies (Fringillidae)
__Evening Grosbeak – Mesa Antero
community and at several feeder
locations, including Mt. Crested Butte,
Silverthorne and the Moose Visitor
Center at State Forest State Park.
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__Pine Grosbeak – One overhead at
Loveland Pass and much closer views at
feeders in Silverthorne and the Moose
Visitor Center.
__Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch – Mt. Crested
Butte and Silverthorne feeders. We saw
both forms, including “Hepburns”.
__Black Rosy-Finch – Seen by a few at Mt.
Crested Butte and later by all in
Silverthorne.
__Brown-capped Rosy-Finch – Mt. Crested
Butte, Silverthorne, Moose Visitor Center
__House Finch – Seen several days, most
conspicuously at Garden of the Gods.
__Cassin's Finch – Great views at feeders in
Mt. Crested Butte, Silverthorne and at the Moose Visitor Center.
__Red Crossbill – A great “gas station find” in trees next to Genesee Mountain Park and later
seen near the feeders in Silverthorne.
__Pine Siskin – Present at all locations where we found feeders and most abundant in Mt.
Crested Butte, where we found a tree full of siskins.
__Lesser Goldfinch – Seen by some feeding on sunflower heads next to the high school in
Briggsdale.
Longspurs and Snow Buntings (Calcariidae)
__Chestnut-collared Longspur – Outstanding and close views in the northern Pawnee National
Grasslands where we found the Sharp-tailed Grouse.
__Thick-billed Longspur – Unfortunately, only seen by some in flight in the southern part of the
Pawnee National Grasslands. (Normally this is the easier longspur to find!)
Towhees and Sparrows (Passerellidae)
__Chipping Sparrow – Lake Scott State Park
__Fox Sparrow – Nice views of the “Slatecolored” form at Black Canyon National
Park and coming to the feeders of the
Moose Visitor Center.
__Dark-eyed Junco – We saw four junco
subspecies on this tour – Slate-colored,
Oregon, Pink-sided and Gray-headed.
__White-crowned Sparrow – MacKenzie
Avenue brush piles, Lake Scott State Park,
backroads near Wray
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__Harris's Sparrow – A first year bird
was seen by many at Lake Scott
State Park.
__Song Sparrow – West of Gunnison,
Waunita Hot Springs lek
__Canyon Towhee – Tunnel Drive,
MacKenzie Avenue brush piles
__Spotted Towhee – Garden of the
Gods, Black Canyon National Park
Blackbirds (Icteridae)
__Western Meadowlark –
Widespread and seen (and heard!)
often during this tour.
__Eastern Meadowlark – One heard by the group in the trailer blind at the Lesser PrairieChicken site in Kansas.
__Red-winged Blackbird – Widespread and seen daily.
__Common Grackle – Lake Pueblo State Park, county roads near Wray
__Great-tailed Grackle – Tribune, KS and Lake Scott State Park
Wood-Warblers (Parulidae)
__Yellow-rumped Warbler – several of the Audubon’s form were present adjacent to the Lake
Pueblo State Park ponds.
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Page 5: Pine Grosbeak – Ray Ostrander; Greater Sage-Grouse – Ray Ostrander
Page 6: Bushtit – Dave Krueper; Mountain Chickadee – Ray Ostrander
Page 7: Dusky Grouse calling – Dave Krueper; Sharp-tailed Grouse – Kip Miller
Page 8: Lesser Prairie-Chicken and Greater Prairie-Chicken – Dave Krueper
Page 9: Steller’s Jay – Dave Krueper
Page 10: Red-tailed Hawk – Ray Ostrander
Page 11: Clark’s Nutcracker – Ray Ostrander
Page 12: Dusky Grouse – Kip Miller
Page 13: Mountain Bluebird – Dave Krueper; Say’s Phoebe – Ray Ostrander
Page 14: Cassin’s Finch – Dave Krueper; Bighorn Sheep – Alan Green
Page 15: Loveland Pass view – Kip Miller
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