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The spectacular Crested Auklet evening flight by Stephan Lorenz

Trip report compiled by Tour Leader: Stephan Lorenz
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Tour Summary

Our Gambell adventure was exciting, full of fantastic birds, and with many incredible memories. The
tour started well with our flight from Nome leaving with just a minor delay and we dodged the fog on
our arrival day. The following days were very foggy making arrival and departures to and from the
island impossible. We again lucked out on our departure day with the weather finally clearing and
arrived back in Nome on time. On St. Lawrence Island, we birded the vicinity of the small Yupik village
of Gambell, spending our time scouring wetlands, walking the famous boneyards, exploring the tundra,
and scanning the icy ocean from the productive seawatch. We warmed ourselves and reenergized with
delicious home-cooked meals. Each day offered several birding highlights and some of the most
exciting sightings included up to two Emperor Geese sitting on the ocean, a Tundra Swan of the
Bewick’s ssp., all four eiders were seen from the seawatch, and Sandhill Cranes migrating towards
Russia. The wetlands and shoreline harbored good numbers of shorebirds with local breeders like
Semipalmated Plover, Dunlin, Rock Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Long-billed Dowitcher, and
Red-necked Phalarope in full display. While migrating species included Pacific Golden-Plover,
Pectoral Sandpiper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, and stunning Red Phalarope. Eurasian species we found
included good views of Common Snipe and Common Sandpiper. In addition to the great number of
waterfowl, the seawatch and nearby tundra also held all three species of jaegers and four species of
loons, including great views of Arctic and Yellow-billed, while a single Sabine’s Gull was a welcomed
addition. Many Pelagic Cormorants and very close Northern Fulmars rounded out the seawatch. The
alcid numbers were as impressive as always with the mountainside covered in calling and displaying
Least, Crested, and Parakeet Auklets and the evening flights of all three species were impressive. We
also saw thousands of Thick-billed Murres and smaller numbers of Common Murres, Tufted and
Horned Puffins, and Black and Pigeon Guillemots. Careful scanning of the mountainside resulted in a
single Dovekie that was studied well in the scope. The tundra and boneyards held plenty of birds and
among the hordes of displaying Lapland Longspurs and singing Snow Buntings, we discovered three
Bramblings, one which showed particularly well, and White Wagtails were present in good numbers.
The Eurasian vagrant highlight was undoubtedly a Common House-Martin that showed well to all
birders present in the corner marsh. We also noted several mammals with Gray Whales and Spotted
Seal from the seawatch and Arctic Foxes and Tundra Voles on land.

King Eiders migrating off the seawatch by Stephan Lorenz
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White Wagtail by Stephan Lorenz

Common House-Martin by Stephan Lorenz
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Western Sandpiper by Stephan Lorenz

Snow Bunting by Stephan Lorenz
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Trip List:

1. Emperor Goose( Anser canagicus) - great views on Troutman Lake and in flight, with two scoped
off the north beach

2. Snow Goose (Anser caerulescens) - half dozen seen at the south end of Troutman Lake

3. Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) - singles or twos seen in flight

4. Brant (Branta bernicla) - two seen in flight off the seawatch

5. Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) - we saw the Whistling and Bewick’s ssp.

6. Northern Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) - up to two seen in the marshes

7. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - several present nearly daily

8. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - present daily and we saw the American and Eurasian ssp.

9. Steller's Eider (Polysticta stelleri) - a single male seen off the seawatch twice

10. Spectacled Eider (Somateria fischeri) - a pair flew past the seawatch

11. King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) - several flocks flew past the seawatch during three days

12. Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) - small numbers off the seawatch

13. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - small flocks off the seawatch

14. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta deglandi) - two see off the seawatch were the American
subspecies

15. Black Scoter (Melanitta americana) - a handful off the seawatch

16. Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) - up to twenty from the seawatch and of south marsh

17. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - a handful noted most days

18. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - a single seen off the north beach, a rare bird on Gambell
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19. Sandhill Crane (Antigone canadensis) - several seen in flight

20. Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - excellent views of one on the beach at the seawatch

21. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - displaying birds present most days

22. Dunlin (Calidris alpina) - a few displaying in the marshes

23. Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - up to three in the south marsh appeared to be on territory

24. Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos) - a few migrating through

25. Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) - a single found, a rare bird on Gambell

26. Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - present on the tundra and wetlands in full display

27. Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - up to four in the marshes

28. Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) - one seen well in the scope in the corner marsh

29. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - present every day in the wetlands

30. Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) - very close views of one and several seen in flight

31. Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus) - great views of several in flight and perched on the
tundra

32. Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) - many excellent studies of this sleek jaeger

33. Long-tailed Jaeger (Stercorarius longicaudus) - several days with two flying right past us

34. Dovekie (Alle alle) - one picked out among the alcids on the mountainside

35. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - very few seen from the seawatch

36. Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) - abundant with hundreds seen from the seawatch

37. Black Guillemot (Cepphus grylle) - singles seen during three days of the tour
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38. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - very common with many views in flight, on rocks and
water

39. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - abundant with thousands seen each day

40. Least Auklet (Aethia pusilla) - tens of thousands each day at breeding colony and seawatch

41. Crested Auklet (Aethia cristatella) - tens of thousands each day, the evening flights were
impressive

42. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - dozen seen with many close views in flight and on the
water

43. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - dozens seen well

44. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - present each day with many close views

45. Sabine's Gull (Xema sabini) - a single adult seen from the seawatch

46. Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) - the Vega ssp. was present in good numbers every day

47. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - singles seen two days of the tour

48. Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - abundant

49. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - a pair in the south marsh for several days

50. Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) - up to four in the south marsh were displaying

51. Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) - great views of one from the seawatch

52. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - fairly frequent from the seawatch

53. Yellow-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii) - great views of an adult from the seawatch

54. Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - present daily in good numbers close to shore

55. Pelagic Cormorant (Urile pelagicus) - several seen from the seawatch

56. Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus) - a single seen along the mountainside
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57. Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) - a pair seen along the mountainside

58. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common

59. Common House-Martin (Delichon urbicum) - the rarity highlight seen well in the corner marsh

60. White Wagtail (Motacilla alba) - up to four present and seen daily

61. Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla) - up to three with one seen close and well

62. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - one or two seen

63. Hoary Redpoll (Acanthis hornemanni) - a single noted

64. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - common and widespread

65. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - abundant

Long-billed Dowitcher by Stephan Lorenz
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