
Brazil 2022: The Fabulous Pantanal
Jaguars, Jabirus, and Hyacinth Macaws

Jaguar Photo Stephan Lorenz

The Pantanal is one of the largest wetlands in the world and offers a wildlife spectacle that is without parallel in
South America. During this trip, we will visit the wildlife-rich northern section of the Pantanal in the state of
Mato Grosso, Brazil. This tour will visit during the dry season when large concentrations of waders and caimans



take advantage of the abundant fish trapped in the remaining waterholes. A 90-mile dirt road, known as the
Transpantaneira, bisects vast sections of wild marshland, dry forest, palm groves, and endless, open pastures.
The road also crosses several major rivers, some of which we will explore by boat, and there are an incredible
120 wooden bridges (being rebuilt to concrete) along the route. The habitat and birdlife change as one moves
south and the tour will cover the entire length of the Transpantaneira with stays of two nights in each distinct
section.

In addition to a huge diversity of birds, the Pantanal is also one of the best places to see a wide variety of
mammals, including the magnificent Jaguar. During the trip, we stand excellent chances to see this large cat and
hope to also see Giant Anteater, Lowland Tapir, Marsh Deer, Black Howler Monkeys, and with great luck,
Ocelot. Other mammals that inhabit the Pantanal include Capybara, Collared Peccary, Azara’s Agouti,
Crab-eating Fox, Neotropical River Otter, Giant River Otter, and South American Coati.

A few days in the Chapada dos Guimaraes will allow us to add many bird species more typical of the arid
cerrado and grassland habitats. The Chapada, a large plateau, rises dramatically from the surrounding lowlands,
offering vast views and impressive waterfalls. Here we will visit productive riparian woodlands, grasslands, and
drier scrub habitats.

Tour at a Glance

Day 1 Arrive Cuiaba Night: Cuiaba

Day 2 Birding Parque Mae Bonifácia/Transfer to Pantanal Night: Pousada Piuval

Day 3 birding forest islands, entrance road, afternoon boat ride Night: Pousada Piuval

Day 4 birding wetlands, lodge area, forest, night drive Night: Pousada Piuval

Day 5 transfer to Porto Joffre with birding en route Night: Porto Joffre

Day 6 Jaguar Boat Trips Night: Porto Joffre

Day 7 Transfer birding Campos Jofre and along Pixaim River Night: Pixaim

Day 8 early morning boat trip and Pixaim trail Night: Pixaim

Day 9 Rio Pixaim trail and transfer to Chapada dos Guimarães Night: Pousada do Parque

Day 10 Agua Fria road, Vale da Bencao, Cachoeira afternoon Night: Pousada do Parque

Day 11 Transfer from Chapada dos Guimarães to Cuiaba for flights home

Day 1: We will start our first morning in a small park on the outskirts of Cuiaba. The easily accessible dry
forest supports Blue-crowned Trogon, Red-crested Finch, Barred Antshrike, flycatchers, and parakeets.
Pale-vented Pigeons are common and White-wedged Piculet is possible. Along some of the open trails, one can
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gain familiarity with some of the more common birds of central Brazil like the noisy Rufous Hornero. This park
is also one of the better locations to see Black-tailed Marmosets which are fairly habituated to humans here.

Days 1-4: This beautiful lodge is part of a large estancia along the northern section of the Transpantaneira. The
immediate area offers a wide variety of habitats and the birding literally starts at the doorstep here. Seasonally
flooded marshes and pastures harbor large numbers of waders and raptors with the impressive Jabiru often
visible from the porch alongside Limpkins, Southern Screamers, and massive Greater Rheas. Snail Kites are
abundant and the beautiful Black-collared Hawk makes regular appearances. Here we should also see our first
Hyacinth Macaws, the world’s largest parrot, and watching these massive, indigo parrots fly to their evening
roost will be one of the highlights of the trip. We also stand excellent chances to see Golden-collared Macaw
and other species of parakeets. The woodlands near the lodge are full of flycatchers, antbirds, and woodcreepers
and in the clearings, we will look for the rare Chestnut-bellied Guan and the beautiful Bare-faced Curassow. We
will make a concerted effort to find the Great Rufous Woodcreeper, an impressive bird and the largest
woodcreeper in the world. The scattered trees and fragments of woodland also harbor several species of
woodpecker. Depending on water levels, we will take a boat trip on a nearby swampy lake or the Rio Benito
Gomes where we will see a variety of spinetails, gallinules, blackbirds, and with luck, a rail or two. A night
drive could reveal Spot-tailed and Little Nightjars, Common and Great Potoos, plus a mammal.

Days 4-5: We will drive south along the Transpantaneira with many stops en route. The road passes through a
dry forest and eventually reaches a productive area of marshland before terminating at Porto Jofre along the Rio
Cuiabá. Amongst the many bird species we may see here and further south are Undulated Tinamou, Neotropic
Cormorant, Anhinga, Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, Whistling, Little Blue, Capped, Cocoi and Striated Herons,
the secretive Agami Heron, Rufescent Tiger-Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, the unique Boat-billed Heron,
Bare-faced, Green and Buff-necked Ibises, Roseate Spoonbill, Wood and Maguari Storks, Chaco Chachalaca,
the large Blue-throated Piping-Guan, Gray-necked Wood-Rail, the monotypic Sungrebe, the striking Sunbittern,
Wattled Jacana, Collared Plover, Pied Lapwing, Black-necked Stilt, Large-billed and Yellow-billed Terns, Black
Skimmer, Blue Ground-Dove, the endemic Long-tailed Ground-Dove, Monk Parakeet, Yellow-chevroned
Parakeet, Blue-fronted Parrot, Little and Striped Cuckoos, Great Horned Owl, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl,
Buff-bellied Hermit, Blue-crowned Trogon, Green, Green-and-rufous and American Pygmy Kingfishers,
Rufous-tailed Jacamar, Black-fronted Nunbird, Chestnut-eared Aracari, White-wedged Piculet, Golden-green,
Little and Pale-crested Woodpeckers, Red-billed Scythebill, Pale-legged Hornero, Chotoy, White-lored,
Cinereous-breasted, Rusty-backed and Yellow-chinned Spinetails, Greater Thornbird, Rufous Cacholote, Great
Antshrikes, Large-billed and Rusty-backed Antwrens, Mato Grosso and Band-tailed Antbirds, Common and
Rusty-fronted Tody-Flycatcher, Tawny-crowned Pygmy-Tyrant, Stripe-necked Tody-Tyrant, Fuscous,
Vermillion, Yellow-olive, Rusty-margined and Piratic Flycatchers, Black-backed Water-Tyrant, White-headed
Marsh-Tyrant, Cattle Tyrant, Green-backed Becard, Lesser Kiskadee, Black-crowned Tityra, Rufous-browed
Peppershrike, Ashy-headed Greenlet, Black-capped Donacobius, Thrush-like, Buff-breasted and Fawn-breasted
Wrens, Masked Gnatcatcher, White-winged Swallow, Chestnut-vented Conebill, Silver-beaked, Guira and
Grey-headed Tanagers, Thick-billed Euphonia, Red-crested and Yellow-billed Cardinals, Red-crested Finch,
Rusty-collared and White-bellied Seedeaters, Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch, Grayish Saltator, Flavescent
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Warbler, Solitary Black and Yellow-rumped Caciques, Epaulet Oriole, Orange-backed Troupial, Unicoloured
and White-browed Blackbirds, the shockingly sharp Scarlet-headed Blackbird and Bay-winged Cowbird.

Days 6-7: We will spend two nights in this unique hotel, which sits right amidst some of the densest jaguar
populations of the world. This houseboat hotel allows visitors to spend the night comfortably on the river and
makes daily boat excursions efficient as we start right in the middle of the best habitat. We will spend a full day
in a small boat (with a break for lunch) to look for one of the world’s most elusive predators. With luck, we
could have a great encounter with a jaguar and have excellent photographic opportunities. Of course, the rivers
also teem with birdlife and we can study shorebirds, terns, and waders along the main watercourses. We will
also venture into some of the narrower channels, where we will look for wrens, flycatchers, seedeaters, and
other passerines from the boat. The birding is also quite good from the Flotel itself.

Days 8-9: We will retrace our route and drive halfway back up the Transpantaneira to spend two nights along
the Rio Pixaim. This area holds some of the most extensive riparian forests and we will explore the best birding
spots along a trail system and by boat. This will allow us to catch up with any bird species we may still be
missing. This area is especially good for parakeets and along the river, we have a good chance to see Sungrebe
and possibly the rare Agami Heron. Kingfishers with Amazon, Rufous-and-green, and American Pygmy will
also be in evidence. If the birds are nesting we can also visit a massive Jabiru nest nearby. The river also has
several curious Giant River Otters that can be observed closely.

Days 10-11: This dramatic sandstone plateau rises abruptly from the surrounding lowlands, revealing vast
vistas, harboring impressive waterfalls, and cliff-nesting macaws. The national park still protects large swaths of
cerrado, a distinct habitat type restricted to central Brazil that supports several endemic or near-endemic bird
species. Unfortunately, much of the cerrado and its unique birds are disappearing fast. During our visit, we will
bird lookout points where we can expect the spectacular Red-and-green and Blue-winged Macaws, a variety of
raptors, including hawk-eagles and possibly Orange-breasted Falcon and the scarce Biscutate Swift that nests
along the cliffs. Several secondary roads offer access to remnant cerrado where we search for Tataupa Tinamou,
Scaled Pigeon, Black-faced, White-shouldered and White-lined Tanagers, and Buff-throated Saltator. Some of
the other cerrado specialties include Chapada Flycatcher, White-banded Tanager, and the neat Coal-crested
Finch. If flowers are present a variety of hummingbirds will reveal themselves, including the striking Horned
Sungem. We will also visit a river valley that holds dense stands of riparian vegetation and here we can expect
White-backed Fire-eye, Moustached Wren and Pectoral Sparrow, the impressive but rare Pheasant Cuckoo,
Blue-crowned Motmot, Lettered Aracari, Lineated Woodpecker, Buff-throated Woodcreeper, Swallow Tanager,
Band-tailed Manakin, and Tropical Parula.
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