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Varied Bunting by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour Summary
The monsoon rains had turned the desert into a verdant blanket speckled with yellows, reds, and blues
of wildflowers and blooming cacti. The canyons were lush with running streams and bird activity was
high throughout our stay with many species still singing on territory or actively feeding young. Late
August is one of the best times of year to see a high diversity of hummingbirds in southeast Arizona and
we recorded a dozen species, including the rare Berylline and White-eared Hummingbirds. Other
rarities included a male Rose-throated Becard. We also saw the majority of southeast Arizona
specialties including Gray and Zone-tailed Hawks, Elegant Trogon, Arizona Woodpecker, Gilded
Flicker, Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Mexican Chickadee, Yellow-eyed
Junco, Botteri’s, Five-striped and Rufous-winged Sparrows, Red-faced Warbler, Painted Redstart, and
many more. Other notable sightings included a Northern Goshawk and a Whiskered Screech-Owl
during one of our night outings. Add to that the wonderful stay at the Ramsey Canyon Inn and delicious
dinners and we enjoyed an unforgettable tour.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Five-striped Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour in Detail
Our tour started at the airport in Tucson, but we finally gathered the entire group at the Ramsey Canyon
Inn. We had a delicious welcome dinner and then retired to our rooms with high anticipation for the
first full day of the tour.

Arizona Woodpecker by Stephan Lorenz

We started the first morning right outside the front door of the lodge where a dozen Rivoli’s and
Black-chinned Hummingbirds attended the numerous hummingbird feeders. Additional hummingbird
species that made appearances in lower numbers included Blue-throated Mountain-gem, Anna's,
Rufous, Broad-tailed, Broad-billed, and Violet-crowned Hummingbirds. The rarity highlight was the
continuing Berylline Hummingbird that made several visits in the early morning and everyone was able
to study it well. The suet and seed feeders hosted Acorn Woodpecker, Mexican Jay, Bridled Titmouse,
White-breasted Nuthatch, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-eyed Junco, Western Tanager, and Black-headed
Grosbeaks, while Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers called loudly in the sycamores above. After sufficient
coffee and breakfast, we headed to the nearby Miller Canyon where the scarce White-eared
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Hummingbird was still present and showed well several times. We also enjoyed further studies of
Rivoli's, Black-chinned, Anna's, Broad-tailed, Broad-billed, and Violet-crowned Hummingbirds. With
such quick success and having some extra time before lunch, we drove towards the San Pedro River
and stopped in at the Casa de San Pedro. An excellent decision, since we found several lowland and
desert species at the feeders and in the gardens here. Some of the highlights included Gambel's Quail,
Common Ground Dove, Gila Woodpecker, Curve-billed Thrasher, Abert's Towhee, Blue Grosbeak, and
Lazuli Bunting. Before we left the premises, we spotted a Great Horned Owl on a day roost in one of
the towering cottonwoods. The owl stayed put and we enjoyed great views and photo opportunities. A
roadside Pyrrhuloxia during the drive back to the Ramsey Canyon Inn was a welcomed addition. After
a delicious lunch on the veranda of the lodge, we drove out of Ramsey Canyon again and headed south
to Ash Canyon. The special species at the feeders here revealed itself quickly and we spent an
enjoyable two hours watching the antics of the colorful and distinctive Lucifer Hummingbirds with at
least two males and a female making regular visits. We were about to leave, but an interesting looking
hummingbird that appeared briefly had us stay for a while longer. It turned out to be an immature male
Costa’s Hummingbird, bringing our total tally to an incredible 12 species for the first day. The mesquite
scrub also harbored Ladder-backed Woodpecker and Canyon Towhee which were new for our list. We
stopped at Brown Canyon road before returning to the lodge where a Greater Roadrunner approached
the vehicle very closely. After dinner, we set out to Carr Canyon, and despite a thunderstorm building
on the horizon we heard Common Poorwills and saw a Whiskered Screech-Owl very well.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz
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Whiskered Screech-Owl by Stephan Lorenz

We left the Ramsey Canyon Inn after an early breakfast and drove to the Patagonia and Sonoita areas
starting our exploration in the lush Harshaw Canyon. The birding here was superb and in addition to a
trio of Thick-billed Kingbirds, we also noted a Yellow-billed Cuckoo in the scope, a cooperative
Arizona Woodpecker, a close Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet, and Dusky-capped and Brown-crested
Flycatchers. A Bewick’s Wren climbed out of the tangles for great views and a vocal Rock Wren was
eventually spotted doing knee jerks atop an outcrop. We stopped at the Patagonia Roadside Rest Area
and this time it took less than five minutes before we had a male Rose-throated Becard in view. The
bird moved around in the canopy and offered excellent views. During a picnic lunch in town, we added
Say’s Phoebe, Vermillion Flycatcher, and Cassin’s Kingbird. After enjoying some ice cream in town, a
short visit to the Paton Center offered further opportunities to photograph hummingbirds and added
views of Song Sparrow, Summer Tanager, and Yellow-breasted Chat. A heavy thunderstorm rolled in
and we decided to start traveling back towards Sierra Vista. We stopped at the Las Cienegas
Conservation Area and added Eastern Meadowlark (Lilian’s ssp.), Loggerhead Shrike, Horned Larks, a
Yellow-headed Blackbird, and at least three singing Botteri’s Sparrows of which two offered excellent
scope views. Near Sierra Vista, we stopped at Hummingbird Lane to get good views of Swainson’s
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Hawks and spent a few minutes photographing Black-throated Sparrows and Gambel’s Quail, both of
which were confiding.

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet by Stephan Lorenz

In the early morning, we drove to the northern end of the Santa Rita Mountains and began birding in
the scenic Box Canyon. The main target was quickly found and a Five-striped Sparrow climbed to the
top of an ocotillo to sing its simple song in full view. We enjoyed extended views of this large and
sooty-colored sparrow. This was soon followed by a colorful Varied Bunting that approached us very
closely. A stop at a corral in the mesquite-covered flats resulted in good views of Ash-throated
Flycatcher, Bell's Vireo, Verdin, Hooded Oriole, Nashville and MacGillivray's Warblers. Before
heading to higher elevations in Madera Canyon, we stopped along the main road lower down and
quickly found a singing Rufous-winged Sparrow. We drove into Madera Canyon to have a picnic lunch
and stopped by the Santa Rita Lodge to watch the birds coming to the feeders. A bit further up the
canyon, we found a pair of Hutton’s Vireos that eventually offered eye level views. We took a different
route back towards Sierra Vista and a bit of searching in the right habitat yielded a pair of Gilded
Flickers that perched upon saguaro cacti. The detour through the Las Cienegas Conservation Area was
productive and we found a single Cassin’s Sparrow while a small wetland harbored Solitary Sandpiper
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and Lark Sparrows. Before we wrapped up the day at Sierra Vista Lodge, we stopped in Hunter Canyon
and soon found a singing Rufous-crowned Sparrow that perched up nicely for scope views.

Rufous-winged Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz

We left well before sunrise and drove east towards the famous Chiricahua Mountains. After a two-hour
drive, we reached the eastern flanks of the mountains and stopped at the Willow Tank near Stateline
Road. Here we found the scarce Bendire’s Thrasher sitting up on a woodpile in the early morning sun.
Western Kingbirds hunted above the fields and coveys of Gambel’s Quail scattered. There were no
ducks at the Willow Tank but we did have great, close views of Cactus Wrens, Black-throated Sparrow,
and Canyon Towhee. As we drove towards Portal, an impressive Mojave Rattlesnake on the road was
duly photographed. The weather was perfect when we arrived at the trailhead of the South Fork of
Cave Creek Canyon and we started our hike. Near the start, we found a Painted Redstart that flitted
from tree trunk to tree trunk and then added a Plumbeous Vireo that came very close to perch right
overhead. The cavity that held the Elegant Trogon nest was empty and the nestlings had fledged a few
days before. We continued upstream and one of us caught the movement of a larger bird across the
stream. Upon closer inspection, it was a female Elegant Trogon and after following the bird for a few
moments, we eventually found the male and a fledgling. We were able to enjoy close views of the birds
as they foraged parallel to the trail. After our success in Cave Creek Canyon, we headed towards higher
elevations along the road that climbed towards Rustler Park. Once we arrived we dug into a picnic
lunch amidst the stately pines and watched Yellow-eyed Juncos, Hairy Woodpeckers, Steller’s Jays,
and Band-tailed Pigeons in the trees around us. After lunch, we started to search for one of the
Chiricahua Mountain specialties, the Mexican Chickadee, a species that in the ABA area is confined to
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these mountains and the remote Las Animas Mountains in New Mexico. Luckily, we found a single
bird within minutes and it descended from the canopy to offer great eye level views. The chickadee
then joined a feeding flock that held Dusky Flycatcher, Pygmy Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, and
Townsend's and Hermit Warblers. We stopped along the road to Barfoot Park and were able to scope a
small flock of Red Crossbills, an uncommon species here, and enjoyed close views of a soaring
juvenile Red-tailed Hawk whose crisp plumage was especially photogenic. The same spot also held
Eastern Bluebirds and a trio of warblers with Orange-crowned, Black-throated Gray, and Wilson's
Warblers all showing well. We returned via the winding road to the Portal area and spent a few relaxing
moments at the Jasper feeders which held numerous Blue-throated Mountain-gems and added good
views of Inca Dove and Hooded Oriole. We stopped for dinner in Douglas, enjoying delicious Mexican
fare and refreshments, before driving back to the Ramsey Canyon Inn.

Broad-billed Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz

For the morning, we returned to Miller Canyon and hiked up towards the Spit Rock area. The first
sections of the trail proved very quiet, so we decided to climb further. Suddenly, we bumped into lots of
bird activity and we spent more than an hour exploring the trail here. We found the hoped-for
Red-faced Warbler, of which at least two showed very well, and then tracked down a cooperative
Grace’s Warbler and a less confiding Virginia’s Warbler. The call of a raptor alerted us to the presence
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of a juvenile Northern Goshawk, which flew in to perch in full view. Two Red-breasted Nuthatches in
the area were unexpected and during the hike back, we added excellent studies of Woodhouse's
Scrub-Jay and a stunning male Hepatic Tanager. With rain on the horizon and thunderstorms building,
we spent the afternoon hours exploring the Coronado National Memorial, enjoying the scenery, but not
finding any quail.

Mexican Jay by Stephan Lorenz

For the final full day, we returned to the Patagonia area. We drove to Patagonia Lake State Park and
enjoyed a productive morning here. The mesquites here harbored Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet,
Phainopepla, and showy Lucy's Warblers that even sat still for scope views. The lake’s edge held
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, singing Common Yellowthroat, and Song Sparrow. Carefully scoping the
lake, we added Mallard, Mexican Duck, calling Pied-billed Grebe and Sora, American Coot, Spotted
Sandpiper, Forster's Tern, Double-crested and Neotropic Cormorants, and Great Blue Heron. A
suspicious looking raptor was circling with some Turkey Vultures and upon closer inspection revealed
itself as a Zone-tailed Hawk. We all enjoyed good views of this scarce raptor before it circled out of
sight. In Patagonia, we laid eyes on no less than three adult Gray Hawks calling and circling above the
cottonwoods along Sonoita Creek. With the afternoon heating up we indulged in one more ice cream in
town and then drove back to the eastern flank of the Huachuca Mountains and while we did not find
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any quail, we did add good views of Spotted Towhee and a Cooper’s Hawk to the list. We celebrated
with a delicious dinner at the lodge.
Before heading back to the Tucson Airport some of us set out to San Pedro House and then we packed
up.

Rose-throated Becard by Stephan Lorenz

Thick-billed Kingbird by Stephan Lorenz
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USA - Arizona: Hummingbird Migration, Monsoon Breeders & Night Birds II 2021
August 26th - September 2nd, 2021
1.

Mexican Duck (Anas diazi) - we had excellent scope studies of 2-3 birds at Patagonia Lake
State Park

2.

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - seen at Patagonia Lake State Park

3.

Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - small numbers seen along Hummingbird Lane near
Sierra Vista and large coveys noted near Portal

4.

Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - we saw the Gould’s ssp. (M. g. mexicana) nearly daily
around the Ramsey Canyon Inn and also saw them at the feeders at Santa Rita Lodge in the
Santa Rita Mountains, this subspecies is large with extensive white on tail and rump

5.

Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus podiceps) - heard only at Patagonia Lake State Park

6.

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - a few seen in flight in larger towns

7.

Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata) - great scope studies of these large pigeons at Rustler
Park in the Chiricahua Mountains

8.

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - widespread and fairly common

9.

Inca Dove (Columbina inca) - seen well at Jasper feeders in Portal and again near the Paton
Center in Patagonia

10.

Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina) - good scope views at Casa de San Pedro

11.

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - widespread and numerous, especially good views at
various feeder setups

12.

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - widespread and common

13.

Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus) - we had great views of these charismatic birds
with one approaching us closely along the Brown Canyon Road near the Ramsey Canyon Inn

14.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) - this species is restricted to riparian zones in
southeast Arizona and we had fantastic scope views of a calling bird in Harshaw Canyon
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15.

Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) - heard only at the lower Carr Canyon picnic site

16.

Rivoli's Hummingbird (Eugenes fulgens) - this magnificent species was present daily at the
Ramsey Canyon feeders and also seen at the Jasper feeders in Portal

17.

Blue-throated Mountain-gem (Lampornis clemenciae) - great views during the first morning at
the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and several present at the Jasper feeders in Portal, an
impressive hummingbird

18.

Lucifer Hummingbird (Calothorax lucifer) - we enjoyed a memorable show of these small but
distinctive hummingbirds at the Ash Canyon feeders where at least two males and one female
were present

19.

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) - one of the most widespread
hummingbird species during the tour and present at nearly every feeder station and in the desert
areas

20.

Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna) - also widespread and seen nearly daily at various feeder
setups with the best views at Ash Canyon

21.

Costa's Hummingbird (Calypte costae) - an immature male was seen during the late afternoon
in Ash Canyon and added nicely to our impressive hummingbird total

22.

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) - this aggressive species was seen at Beatty’s and
Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders

23.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) - fairly common at middle and higher
elevations with good studies at the Beatty’s feeders where a male regularly visited the setup, its
trill produced by its wingtips was clearly audible

24.

Broad-billed Hummingbird (Cynanthus latirostris) - very common especially at feeders at lower
elevations as in Ash Canyon and in Portal

25.

White-eared Hummingbird (Basilinna leucotis) - this rarity was seen well at Beatty’s feeders
where a male made repeated appearances

26.

Violet-crowned Hummingbird (Amazilia violiceps) - this beautiful species was present daily at
the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and was also studied at length at Beatty’s and the Paton Center
in Patagonia
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27.

Berylline Hummingbird (Saucerottia beryllina) - this very rare visitor to Arizona was present
throughout our stay at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and we enjoyed many excellent views of
this beautiful hummingbird, including from the breakfast table!

28.

Sora (Porzana carolina) - heard only at Patagonia Lake State Park

29.

American Coot (Fulica americana) - several seen at Patagonia Lake State Park

30.

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - a single bird was seen well at the spillway at Patagonia
Lake State Park

31.

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) - a single bird studied well at a small pond in the Las
Cienegas National Conservation Area

32.

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - one seen well at Patagonia Lake State Park

33.

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - several seen above Patagonia during our second visit there,
a localized species in Arizona

34.

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - abundant and seen every day

35.

Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - a single male coursing above Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains was a surprising sighting

36.

Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) - an immature bird passed through briefly along the Brown
Canyon road

37.

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) - an immature bird flew in along the upper reaches of
Miller Canyon and perched in full view for great photographic opportunities

38.

Gray Hawk (Buteo plagiatus) - at least four adult birds circled above us, calling and interacting,
for great photo opportunities along Pennsylvania Avenue in Patagonia

39.

Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - this species was fairly common with good perched and
flight views in open habitats

40.

Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) - a scarce species that we picked out among several
Turkey Vultures above Patagonia Lake State Park, the bird was carrying a small rodent in its
talons
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41.

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - widespread and fairly common with good views of birds
perched atop power poles

42.

Whiskered Screech-Owl (Megascops trichopsis) - we couldn’t have asked for better views, a
vocal bird came close in Carr Canyon and perched in the open for great photo opportunities

43.

Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) - an excellent spot by Bill of an adult bird roosting in a
large cottonwood at Casa de San Pedro

44.

Northern Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) - heard in Cave Creek Canyon

45.

Elegant Trogon (Trogon elegans) - during our hike into the South Fork of Cave Creek Canyon
in the Chiricahua Mountains we were amply rewarded when we found a family group of these
stunning birds

46.

Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - heard only at Patagonia Lake State Park

47.

Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) - this comical and noisy woodpecker was seen
daily with a family group living right outside of the Ramsey Canyon Inn

48.

Gila Woodpecker (Melanerpes uropygialis) - the common woodpecker of lowlands and desert
areas with great views at Casa de San Pedro

49.

Ladder-backed Woodpecker (Dryobates scalaris) - seen well in Ash Canyon and heard in
various lowland sites

50.

Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus) - good views of a vocal pair in Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains

51.

Arizona Woodpecker (Dryobates arizonae) - great views of a female in Harshaw Canyon and
heard in other locations

52.

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - several seen well in the Chiricahua Mountains, in Arizona
it is the Red-shafted form

53.

Gilded Flicker (Colaptes chrysoides) - an excellent find along the Sahuarita Road where a pair
perched in classic pose atop the unique Saguaro cacti

54.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - seen along the Ramsey Canyon Road
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55.

Rose-throated Becard (Pachyramphus aglaiae) - this rarity had been present at the Patagonia
Picnic Table for several weeks and we saw the male very well near the nest

56.

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma imberbe) - great views of this small but
distinctive flycatcher in Harshaw Canyon and we saw a family group in Patagonia Lake State
Park

57.

Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) - several good views of this flycatcher, especially
in Harshaw Canyon

58.

Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri) - brief views in a feeding flock at Rustler Park in
the Chiricahua Mountains

59.

Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - good views at our lunch spot in Patagonia

60.

Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) - this colorful flycatcher was seen in Patagonia
and Las Cienegas

61.

Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myiarchus tuberculifer) - good views of a calling bird in Harshaw
Canyon

62.

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) - brief views near the corral at the base of the
Santa Rita Mountains

63.

Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus) - a pair was vocal and showed well in
Harshaw Canyon

64.

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher (Myiodynastes luteiventris) - a pair was present daily in Ramsey
Canyon and appeared to be setting up a nest in one of the large sycamores, also seen in the
Chiricahua Mountains

65.

Cassin's Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans) - widespread and common at middle elevations

66.

Thick-billed Kingbird (Tyrannus crassirostris) - a pair and young seen well in Harshaw Canyon

67.

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) - seen in the Stateline Road area

68.

Bell's Vireo (Vireo bellii) - good views at the corral near the Santa Rita Mountains and at
Patagonia Lake State Park
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69.

Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni) - excellent below eye level views in Madera Canyon in the Santa
Rita Mountains

70.

Plumbeous Vireo (Vireo plumbeus) - great and close views in Cave Creek Canyon in the
Chiricahua Mountains

71.

Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) - good views in Harshaw Canyon

72.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - scope views in the Las Cienegas area

73.

Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - the species was numerous and noisy in Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains

74.

Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - scope views in Portal and seen again
along the lower section of Miller Canyon

75.

Mexican Jay (Aphelocoma wollweberi) - widespread and numerous at middle elevations with a
group visiting the feeders at Ramsey Canyon Inn daily

76.

Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common and widespread

77.

Mexican Chickadee (Poecile sclateri) - we found a single bird in Rustler Park in the Chiricahua
Mountains that showed very well

78.

Bridled Titmouse (Baeolophus wollweberi) - fairly common at middle elevations with birds
visiting the feeders at Ramsey Canyon Inn daily

79.

Verdin (Auriparus flaviceps) - we enjoyed good views of this unique desert species at the corral
and had even better studies in the Patagonia Lake State Park

80.

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) - a small flock seen on the grasslands of the Las Cienegas
area

81.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) - seen in flight at the Patagonia
Lake State Park

82.

Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - seen briefly in the Chiricahua Mountains

83.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - common and widespread
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84.

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) - two seen in the higher reaches of Miller Canyon

85.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - common and widespread with birds visiting
feeders in Ramsey Canyon, we saw the ssp. nelsoni

86.

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - great views of a noisy family group in Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains

87.

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - several seen well in the oak woodlands of Ramsey,
Miller, and Cave Creek canyons, ssp. albescens

88.

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) - a calling bird was seen well high up on a rocky cliff in
Harshaw Canyon

89.

Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - heard only in Miller Canyon

90.

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) - heard and seen briefly in the Huachuca and Chiricahua
Mountains

91.

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - excellent views of one in Harshaw Canyon and heard
in other locations

92.

Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) - seen well at the willow tank near Portal and
at the Jasper feeders

93.

Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - great views of one at Casa de San Pedro and
heard in other locations

94.

Bendire's Thrasher (Toxostoma bendirei) - one seen well in the scope as it perched up on a
woodpile near the Willow Tank along Stateline Road

95.

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - we saw three chasing each other off Stateline
Road on the New Mexico side

96.

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) - good views along the road to Barfoot Park in the Chiricahua
Mountains

97.

American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - several seen in the Chiricahua Mountains
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98.

Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) - a male of this elegant species was seen close and well at
Patagonia Lake State Park

99.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - fairly common and present at some of the lowland
feeders

100.

House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - widespread and common

101.

Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) - abundant and present in every wooded habitat we visited

102.

Rufous-winged Sparrow (Peucaea carpalis) - we had distant scope views in Harshaw Canyon
and then saw a close individual that sang atop of bush along the Madera Canyon road

103.

Botteri's Sparrow (Peucaea botterii) - we had excellent studies of two singing birds in the Las
Cienegas National Conservation Area and were able to compare the distinctive song to the
species below

104.

Cassin's Sparrow (Peucaea cassinii) - a skulking bird eventually showed well and gave its
distinctive song in the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area

105.

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) - a small flock seen along the road to Box Canyon

106.

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - excellent close views along Hummingbird
Lane and heard in many other desert locations

107.

Five-striped Sparrow (Amphispiza quinquestriata) - a single bird showed exceptionally well in
Box Canyon

108.

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) - distant and brief views in the Las Cienegas area

109.

Yellow-eyed Junco (Junco phaeonotus) - this southeast Arizona specialty was resident around
the Ramsey Canyon Inn and also showed well in Rustler Park in the Chiricahua Mountains

110.

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - seen at the Paton Center in Patagonia and at Patagonia
Lake State Park

111.

Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - we saw this species in various locations with some of the
best views in Ash Canyon and at the Willow Tank along Stateline Road
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112.

Abert's Towhee (Melozone aberti) - we had multiple good views of this range-restricted species,
first at Casa de San Pedro and again at the Paton Center in Patagonia

113.

Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps) - a singing bird showed well in Hunter Canyon

114.

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - heard in various locations and a juvenile bird was seen
well in Hunter Canyon

115.

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) - common in riparian areas with good views at the Paton
Center in Patagonia

116.

Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - a single bird noted in the Las
Cienegas area and two males seen in flight at Patagonia Lake State Park

117.

Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - good views in various grassland locations with close
views in Las Cienegas

118.

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) - seen at the corral and again at Jasper’s in Patagonia

119.

Bullock's Oriole (Icterus bullockii) - brief views at the Willow Tank along Stateline Road

120.

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - numerous along Hummingbird Lane

121.

Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - fairly widespread in towns and a large flock noted
along Stateline Road where the birds were feeding on the abundant White-lined Sphinx Moth
caterpillars

122.

Orange-crowned Warbler (Leiothlypis celata) - this warbler was seen well in various locations

123.

Lucy's Warbler (Leiothlypis luciae) - exceptional close views in the scope of up to three in
Patagonia Lake State Park

124.

Nashville Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) - seen in several locations, mostly at low and middle
elevations

125.

Virginia's Warbler (Leiothlypis virginiae) - one flighty bird seen in Miller Canyon

126.

MacGillivray's Warbler (Geothlypis tolmiei) - while several were glimpsed, only the individual
at the corral offered good views for the whole group
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127.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - good views of a calling bird at Patagonia Lake
State Park

128.

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - fairly common and widespread especially in riparian
habitats

129.

Grace's Warbler (Setophaga graciae) - great views of a bird in the upper reaches of the Miller
Canyon that even dropped down from the canopy for eye level views

130.

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) - good views in the Chiricahua Mountains

131.

Townsend's Warbler (Setophaga townsendi) - seen briefly in the Chiricahua and Huachuca
Mountains

132.

Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis) - excellent views of two or three at high elevations in
the Chiricahua Mountains

133.

Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - noted in various locations with great views of two birds
along the south fork of the Cave Creek Canyon in the Chiricahua Mountains

134.

Red-faced Warbler (Cardellina rubrifrons) - we had to walk quite a ways up Miller Canyon, but
then finally found at least two birds that showed very well, we also had another close sighting
of this beautiful warbler during the hike down

135.

Painted Redstart (Myioborus pictus) - this active and colorful warbler was seen well in Cave
Creek Canyon, Miller Canyon, and even visited the feeders at Ramsey Canyon Inn

136.

Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava) - we had great views of a male feeding below eye level during
our hike out of Miller Canyon

137.

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - heard and seen in the riparian areas of Patagonia

138.

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) - this colorful tanager was quite widespread with
numerous sightings throughout

139.

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - seen well in riparian areas

140.

Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinalis sinuatus) - we had good views of one as we left Casa de San Pedro
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141.

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) - abundant around the feeders at the
Ramsey Canyon Inn and also present in good numbers in other canyons

142.

Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) - this beautiful species was pleasantly abundant and
widespread

143.

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) - we saw several female plumaged birds in the Patagonia
area and then had wonderful views of a sky blue male during the final morning at San Pedro
House

144.

Varied Bunting (Passerina versicolor) - this beautiful species offered great close views in Box
Canyon and again at Patagonia Lake State Park

Mammal Sightings:
White-tailed Deer
Rock Squirrel
Arizona Gray Squirrel
Mexican Fox Squirrel
Cliff Chipmunk
Harris’s Ground Squirrel
Black-tailed Jackrabbit
Desert Cottontail
Ringtail
Coyote
Collared Peccary

Southeast Arizona scenery by Stephan Lorenz
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