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August 19th - 26th, 2021 (8 days)

Lucifer Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour Summary
This year’s August Arizona: Hummingbird Migration, Monsoon Breeders & Night Birds tour was a
grand success and we encountered unusually lush conditions. The monsoon rains had been in full force
for weeks before we arrived, resulting in a lush desert full of wildflowers, leafy ocotillo, and cool
streams flowing from the mountains. We even photographed a waterfall in the desert! What is often
coined as Arizona’s second spring definitely held true this year with many monsoon breeding species in
full swing, especially sparrows like Cassin’s and Botteri’s Sparrows were singing on the grasslands,
while the scarce Five-striped Sparrow was setting up territories on steep slopes. Other highlights
during the tour included twelve species of hummingbirds, including the rare Berylline and White-eared,
Elegant Trogon at a nest, Zone-tailed and Gray Hawks, Whiskered Screech and Elf Owls,
Rose-throated Becard, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, and many tanagers, grosbeaks, orioles, and
warblers. We also saw a wide variety of interesting mammals and fascinating reptiles.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Five-striped Sparrow by Stephan Lorenz
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Tour in Detail
We started in the late afternoon with a pick-up of most of the group at the Tucson airport, and after a
short transfer to the Ramsey Canyon Inn, we met the rest of the group at the lodge. During our
welcome dinner at the lodge, we talked about the plans for the coming week and possible
hummingbirds we may see.

Berylline Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz

The birding started in earnest right outside the front door of the Ramsey Canyon Inn where we spent a
pleasant two hours with coffee in hand watching the comings and goings of several hummingbird
species. The most prominent species on the lodge’s feeders was the stunning Rivoli’s Hummingbird
(formerly Magnificent), while Anna’s, Black-chinned, Broad-billed, and Rufous Hummingbirds also
showed in good numbers. The locally scarce Violet-crowned Hummingbird made several appearances
and the large Blue-throated Mountain-gem, even outsizing the Rivoli’s, also showed well. Yet, the
rarest species of the morning was a beautiful Berylline Hummingbird with a single bird making
repeated visits during the very early morning and this vagrant from points further south stayed during
our entire visit. The suet and seed feeders set among oaks and towering sycamores attracted a steady
stream of hungry birds, including clownish Acorn Woodpeckers, steadfast White-breasted Nuthatches,
scores of Lesser Goldfinches, and large numbers of Black-headed Grosbeaks. A colorful Painted
Redstart that visited a suet feeder was less expected, and the tall sycamore right next to the parking lot
held a noisy pair of Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers plus Western and Hepatic Tanagers. What a start to the
day! After everyone had gathered their gear for the day, we drove to Miller Canyon nearby, where we
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first birded along the entrance road. Here we bumped into a feeding flock and we saw our first
Warbling Vireo, Bridled Titmouse, Virginia’s, Grace’s, and Black-throated Gray Warblers. We made
our way into Beatty’s Guest Ranch and spent another hour or two staking out the busy hummingbird
feeders here, enjoying further views of Rivoli's, Black-chinned, Anna's, and Broad-billed
Hummingbirds. We also had excellent studies of Broad-tailed Hummingbirds and the local rarity, a
confiding White-eared Hummingbird. The uncommon Violet-crowned Hummingbird also paid a visit.
After the relaxed and productive session at the hummingbird feeders, we explored the lower section of
Miller Canyon for a few minutes and were rewarded with good views of Greater Pewee and Plumbeous
Vireo. We returned to the Ramsey Canyon Inn for lunch on the veranda, and during our meal and break,
we added Arizona Woodpecker, Mexican Jay, and Yellow-eyed Junco all visiting the feeders. We had
already racked up an impressive hummingbird list for the day but had one more possibility in nearby
Ash Canyon. We drove fifteen minutes to Ash Canyon, and at this lower elevation site, the habitat was
more arid. We quickly added several species more typical of desert environs, including Curve-billed
Thrasher, White-winged Dove, Gila Woodpecker, Bewick’s Wren, and Canyon Towhee. The
hummingbird star of Ash Canyon also made many lengthy appearances and we were able to study at
least two males and one female Lucifer Hummingbirds. The Lucifer Hummingbirds repeatedly perched
on feeders and nearby mesquites, flashing their purple gorgets. A non-birding highlight was an
impressive Black-tailed Rattlesnake that emerged from the dense grass and offered good photo
opportunities before it was gently relocated by the sanctuary's caretaker. We finished the day with an
impressive tally of 11 hummingbird species, and if that was not exciting enough, those that ventured
out after dark added great views of Whiskered Screech-Owl and a surprise Elf Owl.

Varied Bunting by Stephan Lorenz
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We started early and tried to top the excitement of the first day. Western Tanagers greeted us at the
lodge’s feeders and then we set out towards the Patagonia and Sonoita area. We first made a brief stop
at the Las Cienegas National Conservation Area and quickly found a singing Botteri’s Sparrow in the
pristine grasslands with Vermilion Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, Eastern Meadowlark (ssp. Lilian’s),
and Blue Grosbeak also present. The riparian habitats along Sonoita Creek and around the small town
of Patagonia were busy with birds and we quickly added Black Vulture (scarce in Arizona),
Ladder-backed Woodpecker, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Yellow-breasted Chat, Yellow Warbler, and
Summer Tanager, although the rare Rose-throated Bevard didn’t reveal itself during this visit. In
Patagonia itself, we had excellent views of a Gray Hawk in flight and then took some time enjoying the
busy hummingbird feeders at the Paton Center where we added a cooperative Northern
Beardless-Tyrannulet, Bell’s Vireo, and Song Sparrow. The dry streambed behind the center held a
puddle that proved irresistible to birds coming to drink and bathe. During a short midday and afternoon
visit here, we were able to obtain great views of Lesser Goldfinch, Abert's Towhee, Yellow-breasted
Chat, Hooded Oriole, Lucy's and MacGillivray's Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow and
Wilson's Warblers, Summer and Western Tanagers, Northern Cardinal, Blue Grosbeak, and Lazuli
Bunting. A side trip into Harshaw Canyon got us good scope views of the localized Thick-billed
Kingbird and added Inca Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Western Wood-Pewee, and Cassin's Kingbird.
Overall, it was another fantastic day with excellent views of many of the specialty species.

Red-faced Warbler by Stephan Lorenz
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Painted Redstart by Stephan Lorenz

This morning, we left early to drive towards the northern end of the Santa Rita Mountains. Once we
reached the right location in Box Canyon, it didn’t take more than five minutes until we had a
Five-striped Sparrow perched atop a leafy ocotillo. We all enjoyed scope studies of this large,
distinctive sparrow and then turned our attention to a Varied Bunting, the male’s blues, purples, reds,
and maroons gleaming in the sun. As we continued towards the western side of the Santa Rita
Mountains, a roadside Pyrrhuloxia had us exiting the van quickly. At a corral set amidst desert brush
and mesquite, we found Willow Flycatcher, Verdin, and Black-throated Sparrow. We enjoyed an early
lunch at the picnic site in Madera Canyon, and a brief exploration of the canyon’s higher reaches
revealed a Hutton’s Vireo and good views of a Yellow-eyed Junco. The afternoon was heating up, but a
strategic stop along the main road in the lower canyon resulted in good views of singing
Rufous-winged Sparrows, another specialty. We returned to Sierra Vista via a different route and drove
through the Las Cienegas Conservation Area and even in the rising heat added a singing Cassin’s
Sparrow, American Kestrel, and Loggerhead Shrike. A small pond set amidst grassland and mesquite
held Solitary Sandpiper, Black Phoebe, Vermilion Flycatcher, and Lark Sparrow. We drove back to
Sierra Vista with a brief stop at Hummingbird Lane, and then enjoyed another delicious dinner.
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For the morning, we drove to the nearby Miller Canyon, but instead of relaxing at the hummingbird
feeders, we tackled the trail into the canyon. The greenery of sycamores and pines and the cool rushing
stream stood in contrast to the barren cliffs above. The hike was wonderful, not only for its scenery but
also for many specialty species. The first feeding flock held the stunning Red-faced Warbler and we
noted many more further up, some of the warblers were feeding below eye level right next to the trail.
We also added Brown Creeper, Spotted Towhee, and Orange-crowned and Black-throated Gray
Warblers during the hike. During the walk down, we enjoyed further views of Greater Pewee, Hutton’s
Vireo, Hepatic Tanager, Painted Redstart, and even came across a White-eared Hummingbird away
from the feeders. After a picnic lunch, we drove up to Carr Canyon, which was quiet except for a
Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay. We explored Hunter Canyon and added Rufous-crowned Sparrow.

Elegant Trogon by Stephan Lorenz

We left well before sunrise since we had a lengthy drive to the Chiricahua Mountains ahead of us. We
would spend all day exploring these rugged mountains, looking for several specialty species that are
easier to find here than elsewhere. After passing through Douglas, we stopped at the Willow Tanks
along Stateline Road, where coveys of Gambel’s Quail cavorted on the track and a Greater Roadrunner
showed well. By the small pond, we added Killdeer, Northern Harrier, and Bullock’s Oriole, but a
Mexican Duck was only seen in flight. We drove through the hamlet of Portal and continued to the
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South Fork of Cave Creek Canyon. The hike into the canyon was pleasant, and we soon arrived at an
active Elegant Trogon nest. The nest was a sizable cavity in an oak tree, and three young were visible at
the nest’s entrance. We spent more than an hour watching the male and female visit the nest several
times, feeding large stick insects to the chicks. The views were unbeatable with both parents perching
near the nest for good scope views. Near the nest site, we also noted an Arizona Woodpecker and two
Hermit Warblers that passed by briefly in a feeding flock. From Cave Creek, we drove to Rustler Park,
the highest elevation that can be accessed by road in the Chiricahua Mountains. The weather was
mixed and a heavy thunderstorm rolled in, keeping us in the van for lunch. During brief pauses in the
rainy weather, we set out to see what birds we could find. A Zone-tailed Hawk displayed above the
peak briefly before the weather changed and a lull in the rain was just enough to see the scarce
Mexican Chickadee with two birds approaching very closely. Checking a stand of scattered pines
yielded Band-tailed Pigeon, Hairy Woodpecker, Western Wood-Pewee, Steller's Jay, American Robin,
and Yellow-eyed Junco. The weather eventually cleared and we continued exploring the road to
Barfoot Park where we found surprise Red Crossbills, Northern Flicker, House Wren, a lively group of
Pygmy Nuthatches, and Spotted Towhee. After such success, we started the drive back to Sierra Vista,
stopping along the way for an impressive Western Diamondback Rattlesnake that was seeking warmth
on the road. While we drove, we could see several active thunderstorms in all directions, a visual
sample of Arizona’s monsoon season. We stopped for dinner and refreshments in Douglas and then
arrived back at the Ramsey Canyon Inn before 9 pm, after a long, but exciting day.

Band-tailed Pigeon by Stephan Lorenz
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For the final full day of the tour, we returned to the Patagonia area. We made another visit to the lush
Harshaw Canyon and obtained more views of Arizona Woodpecker, Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet,
Warbling Vireo, and Hepatic Tanager. The Paton Center was pleasant as usual, and we enjoyed a picnic
lunch there while watching a parade of familiar birds that offered excellent views. We explored the
road along the Sonoita Creek, but could not find anything new. With renewed hope, we returned to the
Patagonia Roadside Rest area, our third try, and this time we found a male Rose-throated Becard near
the nest. The bird offered exceptional views, perching on an open branch for several minutes as we
celebrated our good luck. After such success, we drove east again and headed towards the Whitewater
Draw Wildlife Area. We spent less than an hour here due to the heat but added more than a dozen
species to the long trip list, including Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teals, Northern Pintail, Ruddy Duck,
Sora, American Coot, American Avocet, Spotted Sandpiper, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Great Blue
Heron, Great Egret, White-faced Ibis, and Yellow-headed Blackbird. We returned to the Ramsey
Canyon Inn for a celebratory dinner and enjoyed a glass of champagne to remember our success with
the becard and the many other specialty birds of southeast Arizona.

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet by Stephan Lorenz
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A leisurely final morning saw some of us hike into the beautiful Ramsey Canyon Preserve upstream
from the lodge, and while we didn’t add any new birds, we did enjoy the lush landscape of southeast
Arizona’s sky islands one last time before transferring back to the Tucson airport.

Yellow-eyed Junco by Stephan Lorenz

White-eared Hummingbird by Stephan Lorenz
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Trip List: USA - Arizona: Hummingbird Migration, Monsoon Breeders & Night Birds I 2021
1.

Blue-winged Teal (Spatula discors) - a handful seen at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

2.

Cinnamon Teal (Spatula cyanoptera) - several seen well in the scope at the Whitewater Draw
Wildlife Area

3.

Mexican Duck (Anas diazi) - one seen in flight at the Willow Tank near Portal and others seen
in the scope at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

4.

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - a female seen at Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

5.

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) - several seen well at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area,
including males in full breeding plumage

6.

Gambel's Quail (Callipepla gambelii) - first seen along Hummingbird Lane and then large
coveys noted along Stateline Road

7.

Montezuma Quail (Cyrtonyx montezumae) - heard only along Brown Canyon Road

8.

Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) - we saw the Gould’s ssp. (M. g. mexicana) nearly daily
around the Ramsey Canyon Inn, this subspecies is large with extensive white on tail and rump

9.

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - a few seen in flight in Douglas

10.

Band-tailed Pigeon (Patagioenas fasciata) - great views of this large and colorful pigeon in the
Chiricahua Mountains

11.

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) - this nonnative species was fairly common
and widespread

12.

Inca Dove (Columbina inca) - this declining species was noted in Harshaw Canyon and
Patagonia

13.

Common Ground Dove (Columbina passerina) - seen at the water puddle in Patagonia

14.

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica) - common and widespread

15.

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) - the common roadside dove of the tour
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16.

Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californianus) - great views of at least two or three birds,
especially near Stateline Road

17.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) - good views of a vocal bird in Harshaw Canyon,
this species is restricted to riparian areas in southeast Arizona

18.

Rivoli's Hummingbird (Eugenes fulgens) - seen daily at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders

19.

Blue-throated Mountain-gem (Lampornis clemenciae) - excellent views in the early hours of the
first morning at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders

20.

Lucifer Hummingbird (Calothorax lucifer) - we enjoyed quite the show during the first
afternoon of the tour, when at least two males and a female bird chased each other around the
feeders at Ash Canyon

21.

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri) - one of the most common and
widespread hummingbirds during the tour

22.

Anna's Hummingbird (Calypte anna) - fairly common at the various feeders with especially
good studies in Ash Canyon

23.

Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) - noted in small numbers at Ramsey Canyon Inn and
Beatty’s feeders

24.

Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus) - present at middle and high elevations,
with the best views at Beatty’s feeders

25.

Calliope Hummingbird (Selasphorus calliope) - a female plumaged bird showed briefly during
our hike in Miller Canyon

26.

Broad-billed Hummingbird (Cynanthus latirostris) - common around most of the feeder setups
especially at lower elevations

27.

White-eared Hummingbird (Basilinna leucotis) - this scarce species showed well at the Beatty’s
feeders

28.

Violet-crowned Hummingbird (Amazilia violiceps) - this species was present in low numbers at
Ramsey Canyon Inn, Beatty’s, and at the traditional site at Paton Center in Patagonia, a large
and beautiful hummingbird

High Lonesome BirdTours

https://highlonesometours.com/

USA - Arizona: Hummingbird Migration, Monsoon Breeders & Night Birds I 2021

13

29.

Berylline Hummingbird (Saucerottia beryllina) - this rare species was present throughout our
stay at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and provided multiple excellent views

30.

Sora (Porzana carolina) - two seen in flight and others heard only at the Whitewater Draw
Wildlife Area

31.

American Coot (Fulica americana) - good numbers at the Wildwater Draw Wildlife Area

32.

American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana) - scoped at a distance at the Wildwater Draw
Wildlife Area

33.

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) - a pair seen well at the Willow Tank along Stateline Road

34.

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) - good views along the shoreline of the Whitewater
Draw Wildlife Area

35.

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria) - excellent close studies at a pond in the Las Cienegas
Conservation Area

36.

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - seen in flight with the species below in the
Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

37.

Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - seen in flight with the above species in the Whitewater
Draw Wildlife Area

38.

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias) - seen at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

39.

Great Egret (Ardea alba) - seen at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

40.

White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi) - distant scope views at the Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

41.

Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus) - a single soaring above the Patagonia Picnic table area

42.

Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) - abundant and widespread

43.

Northern Harrier (Circus hudsonius) - seen in flight near the Willow Tank along Stateline Road

44.

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) - two juveniles seen briefly in flight along Brown
Canyon Road
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45.

Gray Hawk (Buteo plagiatus) - excellent views of flying birds in Patagonia and a perched adult
in Harshaw Canyon

46.

Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) - fairly common with good views in flight and perched
birds along Hummingbird Lane

47.

Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo albonotatus) - great views of a bird soaring above Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains

48.

Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) - the most widespread raptor of the tour, with many
roadside sightings

49.

Whiskered Screech-Owl (Megascops trichopsis) - fantastic views during two night outings of a
calling bird perched in the open

50.

Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi) - we lucked into a calling bird during our first night outing

51.

Elegant Trogon (Trogon elegans) - we watched an active nest for an hour in Cave Creek
Canyon and saw the male and female deliver several large insects to the three hungry chicks

52.

Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus) - widespread in forest habitats and at feeders
with a family group living right outside the Ramsey Canyon Inn

53.

Gila Woodpecker (Melanerpes uropygialis) - widespread in lowland areas with good views in
Ash Canyon and the Patagonia area

54.

Ladder-backed Woodpecker (Dryobates scalaris) - seen well in the Patagonia area

55.

Hairy Woodpecker (Dryobates villosus) - good views of a vocal bird in Rustler Park in the
Chiricahua Mountains

56.

Arizona Woodpecker (Dryobates arizonae) - a female visited the feeders at Ramsey Canyon Inn
regularly and also seen in Harshaw Canyon

57.

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) - seen briefly in the Chiricahua Mountains, the red-shafted
form occurs in Arizona

58.

Gilded Flicker (Colaptes chrysoides) - seen briefly and heard by all north of the Santa Rita
Mountains
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59.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) - good views in the Las Cienegas Conservation Area

60.

Rose-throated Becard (Pachyramphus aglaiae) - it took three attempts at the Patagonia
Roadside Rest Area, but we eventually found the male that showed very well, sitting still for
minutes on end for many photo opportunities

61.

Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet (Camptostoma imberbe) - excellent views of a bird that circled
around us at the Paton Center and seen again in Harshaw Canyon

62.

Greater Pewee (Contopus pertinax) - good views of adult and juveniles during both visits to
Miller Canyon

63.

Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus) - fairly common and widespread and wooded
habitats

64.

Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) - brief views at the corral at the base of the Santa Rita
Mountains

65.

Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) - a single bird seen at the pond in the Las Cienegas
Conservation Area

66.

Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya) - seen at our lunch spot in Patagonia

67.

Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) - this colorful flycatcher was seen well in
Patagonia and the Las Cienegas Conservation Area

68.

Dusky-capped Flycatcher (Myiarchus tuberculifer) - good views of a vocal pair at the Patagonia
Roadside Rest Area

69.

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher (Myiodynastes luteiventris) - a pair was present daily right next to
the Ramsey Canyon Inn and also noted in the Chiricahua Mountains

70.

Cassin's Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans) - good views in Harshaw Canyon

71.

Thick-billed Kingbird (Tyrannus crassirostris) - a pair showed well in Harshaw Canyon

72.

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) - large numbers noted along Stateline Road

High Lonesome BirdTours

https://highlonesometours.com/

USA - Arizona: Hummingbird Migration, Monsoon Breeders & Night Birds I 2021

16

73.

Bell's Vireo (Vireo bellii) - this skulky species eventually gave good views along the creek in
Patagonia

74.

Hutton's Vireo (Vireo huttoni) - good views in Madera Canyon and the Chiricahua Mountains

75.

Plumbeous Vireo (Vireo plumbeus) - excellent views of this vireo along the Miller Canyon Trail

76.

Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus) - good views in Harshaw Canyon

77.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) - we had great scope studies in the Las Cienegas
Conservation Area

78.

Steller's Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) - seen at Rustler Park in the Chiricahua Mountains

79.

Woodhouse's Scrub-Jay (Aphelocoma woodhouseii) - seen in Carr Canyon of the Huachuca
Mountains

80.

Mexican Jay (Aphelocoma wollweberi) - widespread and common in forested habitats and we
enjoyed many views of this boisterous jay

81.

Common Raven (Corvus corax) - widespread and common

82.

Mexican Chickadee (Poecile sclateri) - we found two of these distinctive chickadees in Rustler
Park of the Chiricahua Mountains and had good views before heavy rain started

83.

Bridled Titmouse (Baeolophus wollweberi) - this small and well-marked titmouse was common
at middle elevations with birds visiting the feeders at the Ramsey Canyon Inn regularly

84.

Verdin (Auriparus flaviceps) - good views in Harshaw Canyon and the corral in the Florida
Wash, the only member of the family Remizidae in the New World

85.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) - widespread

86.

White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) - common and regularly visiting the feeders at
Ramsey canyon Inn

87.

Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) - excellent views of a small flock at high elevation in the
Chiricahua Mountains

88.

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) - good views in Miller Canyon
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89.

Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) - heard only in Cave Creek Canyon

90.

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) - a pair foraged in a hollow trunk after the rains ended along
the road to Barfoot Park in the Chiricahua Mountains

91.

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) - good views in Ash Canyon

92.

Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) - a bird was tending its nest along
Hummingbird Lane

93.

Curve-billed Thrasher (Toxostoma curvirostre) - seen well along the Ramsey Canyon Road and
in Ash Canyon

94.

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) - seen well in Las Cienegas Conservation Area

95.

Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis) - good views at high elevation in the Chiricahua Mountains

96.

American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - good views at high elevations in Carr Canyon in the
Huachuca Mountains

97.

Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) - seen briefly in flight at the Paton Center in Patagonia

98.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) - widespread and numerous in lowland areas

99.

House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus) - widespread and common

100.

Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) - abundant and present at nearly every location

101.

Rufous-winged Sparrow (Peucaea carpalis) - we had excellent views along the lower section of
the Madera Canyon road

102.

Botteri's Sparrow (Peucaea botterii) - good studies of this species in the Las Cienegas
Conservation area where we could study its distinctive song well and compare it to the species
below

103.

Cassin's Sparrow (Peucaea cassinii) - we had great views of a singing bird on the Las Cienegas
grasslands

104.

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) - a flock seen briefly along the road into Box Canyon
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105.

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata) - excellent, close views of a singing bird along
Hummingbird Lane and seen again in Box Canyon

106.

Five-striped Sparrow (Amphispiza quinquestriata) - we had a very cooperative bird in Box
Canyon that sat up in full view on an ocotillo

107.

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) - seen briefly around the pond in the Las Cienegas
Conservation area

108.

Yellow-eyed Junco (Junco phaeonotus) - present at the Ramsey Canyon Inn feeders and several
good views at high elevation in the Chiricahua Mountains

109.

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - seen well in the riparian areas around Patagonia

110.

Canyon Towhee (Melozone fusca) - good views along Hummingbird Lane

111.

Abert's Towhee (Melozone aberti) - seen well at the Paton Center n Patagonia

112.

Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps) - excellent views in the scope of a singing bird
in Hunter Canyon in the Huachuca Mountains

113.

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) - seen well along the road to Barfoot Park where a bird sat
out to sun and dry itself after a heavy downpour

114.

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens) - numerous in the riparian areas around Patagonia with
several birds coming to drink in the stream next to the Paton Center

115.

Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus) - seen at the Whitewater Draw
Wildlife Area

116.

Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna) - good studies of singing birds in the Las Cienegas
grasslands here represented by the S. m. lilianae ssp.

117.

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) - brief views in the Patagonia area

118.

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) - seen at the feeders along Hummingbird Lane

119.

Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus) - seen in various towns
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120.

Orange-crowned Warbler (Leiothlypis celata) - seen in Miller Canyon

121.

Lucy's Warbler (Leiothlypis luciae) - seen in Harshaw Canyon and a single bird even came to
bathe in the streambed at the Paton Center i Patagonia

122.

Nashville Warbler (Leiothlypis ruficapilla) - good views in various locations

123.

Virginia's Warbler (Leiothlypis virginiae) - seen in Miller Canyon

124.

MacGillivray's Warbler (Geothlypis tolmiei) - this migrating warbler was seen in various
locations with the best views of birds coming to drink in the streambed at the Paton center in
Patagonia

125.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) - seen well in the Patagonia area

126.

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia) - fairly common in riparian habitats

127.

Grace's Warbler (Setophaga graciae) - seen well in Miller Canyon

128.

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens) - good views in Miller Canyon

129.

Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis) - excellent views of this migrant warbler in Cave
Creek Canyon and Rustler Park in the Chiricahua Mountains

130.

Wilson's Warbler (Cardellina pusilla) - seen well in various locations

131.

Red-faced Warbler (Cardellina rubrifrons) - great views of this distinctive warbler in Miller
Canyon where several fed very close to the trail

132.

Painted Redstart (Myioborus pictus) - a bird visited the feeders in Ramsey Canyon and also
seen in good numbers in Cave Creek and Miller Canyons, an attractive and active species

133.

Hepatic Tanager (Piranga flava) - seen well in Ramsey Canyon and in Miller Canyon

134.

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra) - common in the riparian areas around Patagonia

135.

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) - fairly common throughout, especially in wooded
canyons

136.

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) - good views in the Patagonia area
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137.

Pyrrhuloxia (Cardinalis sinuatus) - seen well along the road after we passed through the Box
Canyon and the male came in very close to sing atop the roadside brush

138.

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) - abundant, especially around the feeders
at the Ramsey Canyon Inn

139.

Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) - widespread and common

140.

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) - many seen in the streambed at the Paton Center in
Patagonia where more than 20 species came to drink from a puddle in the late afternoon

141.

Varied Bunting (Passerina versicolor) - we had fantastic, close views of a singing male in Box
Canyon
Mammal Sightings:
White-tailed Deer
Rock Squirrel
Arizona Gray Squirrel
Cliff Chipmunk
Black-tailed Jackrabbit
Desert Cottontail
Collared Peccary

Southeast Arizona scenery by Stephan Lorenz
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