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This Santa Marta Screech-Owl showed very well one evening near the El Dorado Lodge Photo Stephan Lorenz



March 8th, 2019

Most of the group had arrived late the night before and transferred to a comfortable hotel in
Barranquilla. We enjoyed a relatively restful morning, before meeting up for breakfast. The small
hotel yard was surprisingly birdy and we ended up spending three hours just sitting back,
drinking coffee, and watching the birds that dropped in. Some of the best and unexpected finds
included Red-crowned Woodpeckers in the palm trees, Yellow-headed Caracaras perched on
nearby buildings, and flocks of Brown-throated Parakeets in flight. The flycatchers, a very
diverse group in South America, were represented by Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Great Kiskadee,
and Tropical and Gray Kingbirds. The bold Bicolored Wrens moved around a nest in the palm
tree, Pale-breasted Thrushes came to the breakfast table, resident Yellow and migrant
Baltimore Orioles visited the flowering trees, while Carib Grackles mixed in with the Great-tailed
Grackles, and noisy Grayish Saltators rounded out the list. The best bird of the morning was
definitely the localized and sometimes tricky Glaucous Tanager that visited one of the planted
trees twice, so we all could get a good view. After our relaxed breakfast birding, we headed out
in the afternoon to the Universidad del Norte on the edge of the city where dry, tropical scrub
forest offered great birding. Some of the best finds here included excellent views of several
endemic Chestnut-winged Chachalacas that perched in flowering trees. We also recorded the
first hummingbirds of the tour with Red-billed Emerald and Shining-green Hummingbird studied
at length. Even a rare Sapphire-bellied Hummingbird made an appearance, perching long
enough for scope studies of this little known species. Additional finds included Savannah Hawk,
Merlin, scoped Russet-throated Puffbird, Straight-billed Woodcreeper, the tiny Scrub Greenlet,
and another Glaucous Tanager — wow, we were busy. As we wandered along the roads past
scrubby forest, we found two more uncommon species. First, a male Trinidad Euphonia perched
up for great views and then a pair of often overlooked Mouse-colored Tyrannulets. With several
excellent birds under our belt, we returned to the hotel for dinner and then got some rest before
one of the biggest days on the tour.

This Pied Puffbird showed well in the mangroves at Isla Salamanca Photo Stephan Lorenz
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March 9th, 2019

We started very early to drive to an area known as Kilometer 4 along the Palermo Road. The
morning turned out to be very productive with around 75 species seen in less than four hours of
birding. We walked along the dirt road, checking various wetlands and grasslands, and then
walked down a side road to explore a large expanse of reed beds and open water. The action
was constant and new additions to our list kept popping up all morning. Some of the top finds
included Northern Screamer, a responsive Dwarf Cuckoo that perched in the open, several
Snail Kites above the marsh, showy Spot-breasted Woodpeckers, and sharp Pied Water and
White-headed Marsh Tyrants. The rarest species was a Bronzed Cowbird, here represented by
the range restricted “Bronze-brown” subspecies that can be very difficult to find. A pair of
Northern Scrub-Flycatchers was also a welcome addition, while Stripe-backed Wrens chattered
from the nearby trees. In terms of sheer color, Yellow-hooded Blackbirds took the crown, while
the Grayish Saltator was more subdued. The area was also full of herons and egrets,
shorebirds, and waterfowl. As the morning warmed up we continued to the Parque Isla de
Salamanca. A pleasant hour along the boardwalk here that winds its way through mature
mangroves netted us several specialities. We had excellent views of Squirrel Cuckoo, Pied
Puffbirds, the localized Chestnut Piculet, Red-rumped Woodpecker, Black-crested Antshrike,
Bicolored Conebill, Bananaquit, and several Prothonotary Warblers that spend the winter in
these rich mangrove forests.

This female Coppery Emerald showed well on the way up El Dorado Photo Stephan Lorenz

From here, we traveled up the coast and eventually left the Carribean behind to start the steep
ascent towards the El Dorado Lodge. We transferred from the bus into three jeeps that could
tackle the rough track up the mountain. At the start, the road was in good shape, but
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deteriorated quickly and we bounced up the slope for about three hours. We made several
strategic stops along the route and ended up with some fantastic birds. Some of the most
exciting species included a Black-and-white Owl on a day roost, the uncommon Groove-billed
Toucanet in a stretch of impressive cloud forest, the stunning Golden-winged Sparrow, and
Golden-faced Tyrannulet of the little known “Coopmans’s” subspecies. Before we reached the
lodge, we stopped at a small coffee farm where a flower garden attracted several species of
hummingbirds, most notably a female Coppery Emerald. Other additions to our long list for the
day included massive King Vultures, flocks of Red-billed Parrots, bold Black-chested Jays, good
views of sneaky Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush, and the scarce Yellow-legged Thrush.
Another target that came relatively easily was the distinct Black-headed Tanager that showed
well. After another stretch of rough road, we eventually arrived at the ElI Dorado Lodge,
beautifully situated as it overlooks a vast swath of intact cloud forest all the way down to the
Carribean. We settled into our comfortable bungalows and then enjoyed the first of many
delicious meals at the lodge.

White-tipped Quetzals showed very well around the El Dorado Lodge several times Photo Stephan Lorenz

March 10th, 2019

We began the day with a predawn start to drive up from the lodge to the top of the San Lorenzo
Ridge. The majority of the Santa Marta endemics can be found in the stunted elfin forest and
nearby cloud forest here. It is important to arrive on the site early to increase the chances of
catching up with some of the more uncommon endemics. We did very well during our vigil and
short walk at the top, seeing close Santa Marta Parakeets perched, skulky Brown-rumped
Tapaculo, Rusty-headed Spinetail, Hermit Wood-Wren, Sierra Nevada and Santa Marta
Brushfinches, Santa Marta and White-lored Warblers, Yellow-crowned Redstart, and
Black-cheeked Mountain-Tanager. Non-endemic highlights included Southern
Emerald-Toucanet of the “Santa Marta” subspecies, Flammulated Treehunter, Streak-capped
Spinetail, Slaty-backed Nightingale-Thrush, the rare and local subspecies of Buff-breasted
Mountain-Tanager, and brief Plushcaps. We spent the afternoon birding near and on the lodge
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grounds, adding several excellent birds, including some shy species visiting the extensive
feeders. Some of the highlights included Band-tailed and Sickle-winged Guans, Black-fronted
Wood-Quail, Line Quail-Dove, and colorful Blue-naped Chlorophonia. The hummingbird feeders
were buzzing with activity and we could study many species at leisure with Brown and Lesser
Violetears, Lazuline Sabrewing, Tyrian Metaltail, and Crowned Woodnymph all making regular
visits. In the nearby forest, we found Masked Trogon, White-tipped Quetzal, Golden-olive
Woodpecker, uncommon Black-banded and Strong-billed Woodcreepers, and Golden-breasted
Fruiteaters in the tall canopy. We spent another tranquil night at the lodge underneath a
cornucopia of stars.

Brown Violetears were common around the feeders at the El Dorado Lodge Photo Stephan Lorenz

March 11th, 2019

For the morning, we actually headed down the mountain for a few miles along the road to check
lower elevations for some endemics that prefer subtropical forest. We first staked out an area of
flowering bushes near a small shop and were rewarded with multiple good views of the rare
Santa Marta Blossomcrown, Long-billed Hermit, and tiny Santa Marta Woodstar. After a
dedicated search, we found the endemic Santa Marta Antbird and, occasionally shy, Santa
Marta Foliage-gleaner showed quite quickly. After finding the right angle, we called in a Santa
Marta Tapaculo that showed very well in light of its skulky habits. The forest along the way held
Gartered Trogon, the impressive Crimson-crested Woodpecker, Black-hooded Thrush, several
migrant warblers, and many tanagers, including White-lined, Crimson-backed, Black-capped,
Bay-headed and Swallow Tanagers. During the afternoon, we headed uphill a bit to check a
productive stretch of cloud forest where we added White-tailed Starfrontlet and Gray-breasted
Wood-Wren of the endemic “Bang’s” subspecies. It was also an excellent day for flycatchers

with Mountain Elaenia, Olive-striped and Ochre-bellied Flycatchers, Black-throated Tody-Tyrant,
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