Dutch Harbor, Alaska Trip Report
June 19th - 22nd, 2019
Report and Photos: Stephan Lorenz

Whiskered Auklets were recorded again by the hundreds during the pelagic trip to the Baby Islands Photo Stephan Lorenz

Our Dutch Harbor trip was again full of excitement and despite a brief delay on our return flight,
logistically impeccable. We spent three nights in the comfortable Grand Aleutian and enjoyed many
good meals, including delicious seafood. On land, we recorded an excellent variety of species typical
of the eastern Aleutians with scope views of Marbled and Kittlitz’s Murrelets, a displaying Rock
Ptarmigan, the uncommon Rock Sandpiper, Black Oystercatcher, American Dipper, and a surprise
King Eider. The pelagic trip to the Chelan Banks and Baby Island was very successful with great
weather and of course hundreds of Whiskered Auklets, the most wanted bird of the tour. We also saw
a dozen Laysan Albatross, a single Black-footed Albatross, thousands of Short-tailed Shearwaters, a
locally rare Red-legged Kittiwake, and nine other alcid species. In addition, we enjoyed a visit to the
museum and toured the Rusian Orthodox Church while also enjoying the stunning array of
wildflowers and spectacular landscape. The Dutch Harbor tour is absolutely unique among our
extensive Alaska offerings and always a joy to lead.

At least ten Laysan Albatross showed well at the Chelan Banks Photo Stephan Lorenz
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June 19th, 2019
Our morning flight took off right on time from Anchorage and three hours later we landed in Dutch Harbor to
commence our tour of the eastern Aleutians. We checked into our hotel and then enjoyed a late lunch at the
hotel restaurant that was serving a buffet for the day. We readied our gear and headed out for the first birding
foray by midafternoon. The first stop along the waterfront near the hotel produced the first target species of the
tour when we spotted a pair of Kittlitz’s Murrelets swimming past very close. The views were outstanding and
we talked about the identification features of this rare murrelet compared to the more common Marbled as we
took in every detail in the scope. Pigeon Guillemots were also common and a big feeding flock of Black-legged
Kittiwakes was further offshore. A Black Oystercatcher flew in and conveniently landed on nearby rocks while
some Red-breasted Mergansers, the most common duck on Dutch Harbor, flew by. We then carried on to the
Strawberry Hill area to check the spruces and quickly found several of the nesting passerines. First, one of the
large Song Sparrows showed well followed quickly by a singing Fox Sparrow, while the diminutive Pacific Wren
perched on a spruce. On the grassy tundra nearby Savannah Sparrows and Lapland Longspurs showed, while
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches were everywhere. Common Redpolls flew over but didn’t land and at the Spruce
Park we observed several Bank Swallows. We drove towards town to check a lake and tallied dozens of the
abundant Bald Eagles and some Common Ravens along the way. The only waterfowl on the lake were a pair
of Greater Scaup, but before we returned to the hotel we spotted a flock of stunning Harlequin Ducks just
offshore. After a delicious dinner we retired early in preparation for tomorrow’s full day at sea.

The neat “Sooty” Fox Sparrow breeds on Unalaska Island Photo Stephan Lorenz
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June 20th, 2019
We enjoyed a relatively late start with a leisurely breakfast before driving to the small boat harbor at 8:45 am.
Here, we met the Miss Alyssa and Captain Gerard who would take us to the Chelan Banks and then the Baby
Islands for the day. In total, we spent about ten hours at sea with ideal weather conditions and recorded all the
hoped for species. As we motored out of Captains Bay, we tallied the first Sea Otters, some Kittlitz’s Murrelets
and the only Rhinoceros Auklets of the trip. Further on we saw the first Tufted and Horned Puffins and the
former would be abundant in the Baby Islands. We reached the Chelan Banks were some dedicated
chumming brought in around ten Laysan Albatross and at least one Black-footed Albatross. Short-tailed
Shearwaters wheeled about in massive flocks, some numbering thousands. A locally very rare Red-legged
Kittiwake made a brief appearance, but we would see it much better and closer on the return trip. Once we
reached the Baby Islands we encountered large numbers of alcids with hundreds of the much desired
Whiskered Auklets, dozens of Cassin’s Auklets, hundreds of Ancient Murrelets, plus Parakeet ad Crested
Auklets, puffins and murres. The captain prepared a delicious lunch of grilled salmon for us as we enjoyed the
meal in very calm conditions. Other good finds during the plegic trip included Red-faced, Pelagic, and
Double-crested Cormorants and Common Eiders. We arrived back at the dock around 7:30 pm, just in time for
a late dinner.

Red-legged Kittiwakes are rare away from the Pribilof Islands, but we are now finding them regularly during our Dutch Harbor Pelagic Trip
Photo Stephan Lorenz
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This single Black-footed Albatross showed well close to the boat Photo Stephan Lorenz

June 21st, 2019
After a time saving continental breakfast at the coffee shop, we set out to explore some of the land birding
opportunities Dutch Harbor and Unalaska Island offer. We drove through town towards the Overland Drive, a
circular loop that offers access to some higher elevation habitats and many spectacular views. Our first stop at
an old quarry held a singing male Snow Bunting perched on an exposed rock and we enjoyed lengthy scope
views of this sharp black and white bird. American Pipits also flew over and a Wilson's Snipe winnowed in the
distance. The next stop along a small stream had us wandering out into a wetter patch of tundra and we soon
spotted a displaying Least Sandpiper. It was fascinating to watch the bird hover and circle high above us while
uttering its song, a very different experience from the normally quiet winter birds in the south. The bird then
landed on the tundra for great scope views. In the same area we also called in a Wilson's Snipe that then sat
out in the open. Near the highest point in the pass we stopped to look down the valley towards Unalga Bay and
watched flocks of Bank Swallows skim across a pond right in front of us. Here, we also had better views of
nesting American Pipits. It only took a few moments of scanning until we spotted the locally uncommon Rock
Sandpiper on a low ridge above us. We hiked across the tundra to get a closer view and soon spotted the
second bird of the pair, it was great to see them back at their territory. Eventually the pair flew down to a pond
and offered spectacular views. The road descended on the other side of the pass and we made a stop along a
culvert, but could not find any dippers. Back along the coastal road towards Summer Bay our efforts were
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finally rewarded when a male Rock Ptarmigan displayed on a distant ridge and then flew straight towards us.
We watched its flutter display right above us and then had great scope views of it sitting in the grass. The lake
at the bay didn't hold any waterfowl and we drove back to town for lunch. After lunch, we visited the Museum of
the Aleutians and everyone enjoyed learning about the local history and culture. An easy walk out along the
spit offered close views of Sea Otters and Steller's Sea Lions, but best of all was a single female King Eider
that showed well just at the end. This is an uncommon species for the area during this time of year. We
returned to town and then a few of us carried on to see the Russian Orthodox Church, where we were
fortunate enough to get a tour. Driving back, we finally spotted a Belted Kingfisher and followed it to a potential
nesting area. We had truly enjoyed our day on land, checked all the hotspots, and happily retired after another
feast for dinner.

Ancient Murrelets were common during the pelagic trip Photo Stephan Lorenz

June 22nd, 2019
For our final morning, we started with a leisurely breakfast and then drove back out to Summer Bay. The first
addition to the trip list was a pair of Mallards, but the culvert was again without dippers. Undeterred, we carried
on to another location where I had seen American Dippers in the past and hit the jackpot here with a pair. The
birds were singing and calling, even perching in the riverside willows and we got great scope views. A quick
stop along the coastal road resulted in scope views of many Marbled Murrelets, some of the best studies yet,
and the Horned Puffins were enjoyed again. We drove back to town for lunch and then explored some of the
hotspots nearby, but didn't find anything new. After the check out process was completed and some shopping
for dinner snacks we were back at the airport with time to spare. The flight was delayed a bit, but luckily all of
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us arrived safely back in Anchorage in time for connections and other plans. We sincerely enjoyed the tour and
hope to see all of you again soon.

Rock Sandpipers are quite scarce on Unalaska but we usually find it at a territory Photo Stephan Lorenz

Rock Ptarmigans have become less numerous in recent years, but we always find this unique subspecies Photo Stephan Lorenz
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The Song Sparrows on Unalaska Island belong to the largest subspecies Photo Stephan Lorenz

Bird List:
1. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - a pair seen at the start of Overland Drive during our final
morning
2. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - uncommon with a maximum of three seen
3. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - scattered pairs on two lakes
4. King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) - a single female was found at the end of the spit and we
had great scope views of this locally rare species
5. Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) - great views of several pairs during our pelagic trip as
we motored in between the Baby Islands
6. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - small numbers offshore during the first full day on
the island and then scattered pairs seen
7. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - uncommon but seen every day
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8. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - one bird seen well along road to Summer Bay giving several
display flights and scoped on the ground
9. Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani) - seen on rocky shorelines with a pair flying back
and forth past the hotel
10. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - a nesting pair on Strawberry Hill
11. Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - a pair of these scarce nesting birds seen very well
along Overland Road
12. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - a displaying bird on the wet tundra along the Overland
Drive and a second feeding at a pond higher up
13. Wilson's Snipe (Gallinago delicata) - great views of one running towards us along the Overland
Drive and many more heard winnowing
14. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - only a handful during pelagic
15. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - abundant and seen daily
16. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - the best views were of a dozen in Captains
Bay during our final day
17. Kittlitz's Murrelet (Brachyramphus brevirostris) - during our first evening we scoped a dozen
just offshore with some showing very well and close
18. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - dozens of birds between Akutan and Unalga
Islands
19. Cassin's Auklet (Ptychoramphus aleuticus) - we picked out two dozen birds during pelagic with
several great views of this drab alcid
20. Parakeet Auklet (Aethia psittacula) - at least two among the large alcid flocks
21. Whiskered Auklet (Aethia pygmaea) - we saw hundreds once we reached the pass
22. Crested Auklet (Aethia cristatella) - a handful recorded among the large auklet concentrations
23. Rhinoceros Auklet (Cerorhinca monocerata) - a single glimpsed briefly at the start of our
pelagic trip
24. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - seen in good numbers during the pelagic and daily
from shore
25. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - very common during the pelagic
26. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - common
27. Red-legged Kittiwake (Rissa brevirostris) - another surprise during the pelagic, this species is
rare in the area, but one followed us closely while chumming on the Chelan Banks
28. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - common
29. Laysan Albatross (Phoebastria immutabilis) - at the Chelan Banks we chummed in at least ten
birds
30. Black-footed Albatross (Phoebastria nigripes) - one showed very well and close at the Chelan
Banks during pelagic
31. Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - common during pelagic trip at Chelan Banks, mainly
dark-morph birds with a few light-morphs seen
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32. Short-tailed Shearwater (Puffinus tenuirostris) - thousands upon thousands
33. Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - one seen well during pelagic
34. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - a few seen during pelagic
35. Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus) - several seen well during pelagic
36. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - abundant
37. Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon) - finally one found near a presumed nest and at least
two more seen at various lakes on the island
38. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common, incredibly large in Alaska
39. Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) - common
40. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - one seen very well singing in full view spruce stand near
town and several more heard only along Overland Rd.
41. American Dipper (Cinclus mexicanus) - a pair at the bridge towards Summer Pair were singing
and perching in willows!
42. American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) - seen in the higher tundra along the Overland Rd.
43. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - abundant
44. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - several seen in higher tundra along Overland Road
45. Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) - common
46. Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca) - several observed singing on the edge of spruce stand
47. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - fairly common
48. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - very common, a large and colorful
subspecies
49. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - good numbers seen around the island
Mammals Trip List:
Humpback Whale - seen at a distance during pelagic
Orca - distant view during pelagic
Harbor Seal - onel peeking from the water
Steller’s Sea Lion - good views and close from the spit
Sea Otter - lots
Red Fox - Overland Road
Arctic Ground Squirrel - common
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The number of Short-tailed Shearwaters was truly astounding Photo Stephan Lorenz

Semipalmated Plovers are locally scarce breeders here Photo Stephan Lorenz
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