Adak Island, Alaska Trip Report
May 11th-16th, 2018
Leader and Photos: Stephan Lorenz

We enjoyed spectacular views of hundreds of Whiskered Auklets during a pelagic outing.
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This year, we enjoyed another very successful trip to Adak Island in the central Aleutians. The tour
started with a Tundra Bean-Goose on the first evening on the island and ended with thousands of
Whiskered Auklets during a pelagic outing during the final morning. In between, we saw a female
Tufted Duck, and pair of Goosanders (the Eurasian ssp. of Common Merganser), a very rare for
Alaska Great Egret, and a stunning Arctic Loon in full breeding plumage. Of course, we cannot forget
Laysan Albatross and plenty of other seabirds. We also took advantage of the great photo
opportunities of Adak’s resident species, including Kittlitz’s Murrelets, Rock Ptarmigans, Rock
Sandpipers, an extrovert Pacific Wren, and Snow Buntings in all their breeding finery. Overall, it was
a great trip with a fantastic group and I sincerely hope to see all of you on future trips.

This confiding Tundra Bean-Goose was one of the rarity highlights of the trip.

Day 1: Friday, May 11th Meet in Anchorage and dinner
We met at the Coast International Inn and moved on to Orso for a delicious seafood dinner.
Afterwards, a short birding outing at Westchester Lagoon netted us the hoped for Hudsonian Godwits
and a surprise Baird’s Sandpiper, plus a pair of Sandhill Cranes, Mew Gulls, Arctic Terns, and a good
variety of waterfowl.
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Bald Eagles are abundant on Adak Island.

Day 2: Saturday, May 12th Lake Hood, Hillside Park, and flight to Adak
We started at a leisurely hour and before driving to Hillside Park stopped by Lake Hood, where we
quickly found several Barrow’s Goldeneyes and Common Goldeneyes. The Hillside Park area was
productive for boreal species and we found a pair of Boreal Chickadees nesting. Other species
included calling Wilson’s Snipe, Black-capped Chickadee, Pine Siskin, and very brief White-winged
Crossbill. We returned to the hotel to check out and proceeded to the airport where our flight for Adak
left on time. Arriving in Adak, we quickly headed to our accommodations to get our gear sorted and
ready for birding. The first evening of birding on the island proved immensely productive with locally
rare Great Egret, well studied Tundra Bean-Goose, perched Gyrfalcon, and an adult Black-headed
Gull on Clam Lagoon to top it off. Elated we went to bed.
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This adult Black-headed Gull stuck around during our entire visit to Adak.

Day 3: Sunday, May 13th Adak Island
Our first full day on Adak proved to be exciting and productive as we covered all the the island’s main
hotspots. We birded all morning, afternoon, and made a short outing after dinner. In the bays, we saw
all three species of scoters, including Surf, which is rare on Adak, and in Clam Lagoon saw a locally
very rare Barrow’s Goldeneye. After searching through many loons, we found a single Arctic off
Candlestick bridge and a distant Red-faced Cormorant from Janet’s Cove. We also made a concerted
effort to get better views and photos of the Common Snipe in Contractor’s Marsh and succeeded.
Otherwise, we kept busy photographing many of Adak’s resident species, especially enjoying the
resident Rock Sandpipers displaying in numbers in Sweeper Creek. A first cycle Slaty-backed Gull in
town in the evening was also a highlight.

Adak panorama.
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Day 4: Monday, May 14th Adak Island
The rarity highlight of the day was definitely the Tufted Duck, a female plumaged bird that we saw
very close on Clam Lagoon, hanging out with Greater Scaup and Common Eider. The morning had
already started very well after we found a stunning Arctic Loon in full breeding plumage that showed
very close to shore on Kuluk Bay. For the remainder of the day, we headed up to the Loran Station
where we spotted two Laysan Albatross that gave reasonable views in the scope. New shorebirds
included multiple Black Oystercatchers and a pair of Pacific Golden-Plovers that showed well with
one bird in breeding plumage.

Pacific Wren in full song on Adak.

Day 5: Tuesday, May 15th Adak Island
We completed our regular loop around the island in the morning and afternoon, adding a few new
birds to the trip list. We photographed a small flock of Cackling Geese, Aleutian ssp., found a locally
uncommon Red-throated Loon, and saw two very close Black-legged Kittiwakes near the harbor.
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Four Arctic Terns were eclipsed by an Aleutian Tern that made a very close pass as we were
scanning off the seawall, another lifer for some in the group. We retired after another delicious dinner
at the Blue Bird Cafe in preparation for our plegic outing the next morning.

Rock Ptarmigan displaying on Adak.

Day 6: Wednesday, May 16th Pelagic off Adak and flights back to Anchorage
We drove down to the harbor with high hopes and luckily the boat had arrived. Leaving a bit after 8
am we steamed out of the bay towards Little Tanaga Straight. Common Murres, Ancient Murrelets,
and Tufted Puffins were all abundant along the way with a few Horned Puffins thrown into the mix.
After a bit of a wait so a hydraulic problem could be fixed, we continued and as soon as we neared
the pass we glimpsed out first Whiskered Auklet pair. The birds took off quickly, but we didn’t have to
worry as we eventually passed through flocks of hundreds, with many offering exceptional close
views in flight and on the water, a trip highlight for all. Once we had satisfying views of the auklets, we
enjoyed a tasty lunch of salmon chowder. Returning to Adak harbor on time, we took care of the
check in formalities and did one final victory lap around the by now familiar hotspots. The flight back
to Anchorage was on time.
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Hundreds of Whiskered Auklets in Little Tanaga straight.

Trip List:
1. Tundra Bean-Goose (Anser serrirostris) - a fantastic ABA rarity seen well in the scope in
Contractor’s Marsh during our first evening on Adak
2. Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii) - a flock of up to 40 birds of the ssp. “Aleutian Cackling
Goose” on Adak
3. Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) - seen in the Anchorage area around Westchester
Lagoon, ssp. “Lesser” Canada Goose
4. Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata) - three on Adak
5. Gadwall (Anas strepera) - Westchester Lagoon, Anchorage
6. Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) - up to a dozen seen in a day on Adak with great views
7. Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) - common on Adak where we noted a few females with young
8. Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) - Anchorage area and fairly common on Adak
9. Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca) - we saw the American subspecies in Anchorage, we saw
many of the Eurasian “Common Teal” on Adak where it is abundant
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10. Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) - great views of this beautiful Eurasian duck on Adak with one
female seen on Clam Lagoon
11. Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) - common in the Anchorage area and abundant on Adak
12. Lesser Scaup (Aythya affinis) - Anchorage area and a pair on Adak where it is uncommon
13. Common Eider (Somateria mollissima) - very common on Adak with rafts in Kuluk Bay and
Sweeper Cove, ssp. Pacific v-nigrum
14. Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) - common on Adak
15. Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata) - one on Adak where it is rare
16. White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca) - a few on Adak off the seawall
17. Black Scoter (Melanitta americana) - a large flock in Kuluk Bay, Adak
18. Bufflehead (Bucephala albeola) - common on Adak with a sizeable group hanging out on Clam
Lagoon
19. Common Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) - on Lake Hood in Anchorage and two dozen birds
on Adak
20. Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica) - fantastic views on Lake Hood and a single male
seen on Adak where it is very rare
21. Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) - we found a pair of Goosanders on Adak and also
saw a single female that appeared to belong to the American ssp.
22. Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) - abundant on Adak
23. Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta) - abundant on Adak and endless photographic opportunities,
the subspecies that occurs on Adak is L. m. chamberlaini
24. Red-throated Loon (Gavia stellata) - a single bird on Clam Lagoon
25. Arctic Loon (Gavia arctica) - a single seen off Candlestick bridge and a breeding plumaged
bird close to shore just behind town offered classic views
26. Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) - numerous off the seawall with several in breeding plumage
27. Common Loon (Gavia immer) - single here and there on Adak
28. Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus) - several birds in breeding plumage on Adak off seawall
29. Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena) - breeding birds in the Anchorage area and several
off seawall on Adak
30. Laysan Albatross (Phoebastria immutabilis) - three birds scoped at a distance from the Loran
Station Adak
31. Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) - dark morphs seen distantly from Loran station
32. Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) - common on Adak
33. Red-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax urile) - seen on rocks and one immature circled the boat
during our pelagic outing
34. Great Egret (Ardea alba) - this rarity for Alaska remained throughout our stay on Adak mainly
in Contractor’s Marsh
35. Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - abundant on Adak with one active nest
36. Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis) - seen Westchester Lagoon, Anchorage
highlonesometours.com

8

37. Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani) - common on Adak
38. Pacific Golden-Plover (Pluvialis fulva) - two on Adak offered good views near Sweeper Creek
39. Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus) - several birds on territory on Adak
40. Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) - a few birds from the coast trail near Westchester Lagoon the
first evening
41. Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - two birds from the coast trail near Westchester
Lagoon the first evening
42. Rock Sandpiper (Calidris ptilocnemis) - great views along Sweeper Creek on Adak of many
birds feeding and displaying, ssp. C. p. Cousei
43. Baird’s Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) - a single seen well from coastal trail
44. Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) - several seen along Anchorage coastal trail
45. Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri) - coastal trail Anchorage
46. Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) - Westchester Lagoon
47. Wilson’s Snipe (Gallinado delicata) - seen near Hillside Park Anchorage and displaying birds in
Contractor’s Marsh, Adak
48. Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) - up to two birds displaying in Contractor’s Marsh, Adak
49. Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) - Contractor’s Marsh, Adak
50. Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) - Westchester Lagoon
51. Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) - Anchorage area and Westchester Lagoon
52. Parasitic Jaeger (Stercorarius parasiticus) - dark morph birds were common around Clam
Lagoon on Adak
53. Common Murre (Uria aalge) - regularly seen offshore on Adak and many during pelagic
54. Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba) - common on Adak
55. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - good numbers in Clam Lagoon, Adak
56. Kittlitz's Murrelet (Brachyramphus brevirostris) - non-breeding plumaged birds allowed close
studies on Clam Lagoon Adak
57. Ancient Murrelet (Synthliboramphus antiquus) - close views in Adak Harbor and hundreds
during pelagic
58. Whiskered Auklet (Aethia pygmaea) - great close views of hundreds of birds during pelagic
and likely of total of 3000-4000 birds, a trip highlight
59. Horned Puffin (Fratercula corniculata) - a handful of birds during pelagic, Adak
60. Tufted Puffin (Fratercula cirrhata) - hundreds during pelagic
61. Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) - three birds close by Adak harbor
62. Bonaparte's Gull (Chroicocephalus philadelphia) - a single on Lake Hood
63. Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) - an adult bird on Adak remained for our
duration of our visit offering repeated great views
64. Mew Gull (Larus canus) - Westchester Lagoon Anchorage
65. Slaty-backed Gull (Larus schistisagus) - a first cycle bird seen around town on Adak
66. Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) - abundant on Adak
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67. Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) - up to five on Adak, an uncommon species during that
time of year
68. Aleutian Tern (Onychoprion aleuticus) - excellent views of one off the seawall, Adak
69. Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) - common in the Anchorage area and four on Adak
70. Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) - Anchorage
71. Merlin (Falco columbarius) - perched bird Westchester Lagoon
72. Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) - one bird seen well the first evening on Adak
73. Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi) - early migrant at Westchester Lagoon
74. Black-billed Magpie (Pica hudsonia) - common in the Anchorage area
75. Common Raven (Corvus corax) - common on Adak and some seen in Anchorage
76. Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor) - common in Anchorage area
77. Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) - a few in the Anchorage area
78. Black-capped Chickadee (Poecile atricapillus) - Hillside Park Anchorage
79. Boreal Chickadee (Poecile hudsonicus) - nesting cavity near Hillside Park
80. Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus) - great views on Adak
81. Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) - Hillside Park
82. American Robin (Turdus migratorius) - common around Anchorage
83. Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) - heard only Hillside Park, Anchorage
84. American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) - three on mudflats off coastal trail Anchorage
85. Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus) - not quite on territory yet on Adak, but several seen
86. Snow Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) - four on Adak where it was fun to see males in full
breeding plumage
87. Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata) - near Hillside Park Anchorage
88. Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata) - Hillside Park ssp. “Myrtle”
89. Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) - Anchorage area, ssp. “Slate-colored”
90. Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) - we saw the massive Aleutian subspecies maxima on
Adak where it is common
91. Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte tephrocotis) - Aleutian subspecies common on Adak
92. White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera) - brief views Hillside Park
93. Common Redpoll (Acanthis flammea) - Hillside Park
94. Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus) - Hillside Park Anchorage
Mammal List:
Sea Otter - we saw many in Clam Lagoon on Adak with some carrying young
Muskrat - Westchester Lagoon
Harbor Seal - many around Candlestick Bridge on Adak
Steller’s Sea Lion - seen offshore on Adak with good views off the seawall
Sperm Whale - a single seen from Loran Station
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Rock Sandpiper
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